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TITLE: AGRAND ALLIANCE TO SAVE OUR PEOPLE’S POSTAL SERVICE 1 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL: Rev. John T. Schwiebert 2 
SPOKESPERSON:  Rev. John T. Schwiebert 3 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS:  2116 NE 18th Ave., Portland, OR  97212 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL:  john@tearsoup.com 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE:  503 281-3697 6 
 7 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY RECOMMENDATION:  18 YES, 4 NO, 2 ABSTAIN 8 
 9 
I/We petition the Oregon-Idaho Annual conference to take the following action:  Join the Grand 10 
Alliance to Save the People’s Postal Service. 11 

 12 
SUPPORTING INFORMATION 13 

 14 
What will this action accomplish?  This action will make it clear that the Oregon-Idaho Annual 15 
Conference supports efforts to continue and strengthen the United States Postal Service as a vital 16 
publically-owned institution, and that the Annual Conferences strongly opposes efforts to privatize 17 
postal services. 18 
 19 
Why is it important?  The United States Postal Service is a national treasure, enshrined in the 20 
Constitution and supported by the American people. Without any taxpayer funding the USPS serves 21 
approximately 150 million households and businesses each day, providing affordable, universal mail 22 
service to all—including rich and poor, rural and urban without regard to age, nationality, race or 23 
gender.  Over the years it has been able to provide these services at low cost while paying union 24 
wages to its thousands of employees, including a large number of women and minorities. 25 
 26 
The USPS belongs to “we, the people.”  But currently strong monied interests, abetted by allies in 27 
Congress and even high level executives in the postal service itself, are encouraging reductions in 28 
mail services.  Already they have approved the slowing of mail delivery, closed community-based 29 
Post Offices and mail processing facilities, slashed hours of operations, tried repeatedly to end six-30 
day service as well as door to door delivery, and eliminated hundreds of thousands of living wage 31 
jobs.  Their ultimate aim is to lower the public investment so that these essential services can 32 
gradually be privatized and farmed out to for-profit corporations. 33 
 34 
The corporate forces that want to privatize these public services allege that curtailing postal services 35 
and eliminating jobs are necessary due to diminishing mail volume and “burdensome” union wages 36 
and benefits.  They also encourage the false notion that because of increased communication by 37 
email, regular mail service is no longer sustainable at current levels.   But facts do not bear out their 38 
claims. 39 
 40 
Although First Class mail use has declined, increased revenue from parcel service generated by on-41 
line ordering has more than made up the difference. 42 
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 1 
Moreover, the USPS would have been able to report an operating surplus of $600 million in 2013 and 2 
over $1.4 billion in 2014, had Congress not imposed an unfair crushing financial mandate on the 3 
Postal Service that no other government agency or private company has ever been forced to bear 4 
(The Postal Accountability and Enhancement Act of 2006 compels the USPS to pay approximately 5 
$5.5 billion per year to fund future retiree healthcare costs 75 years in advance.)  This is clearly a 6 
deliberate effort to give the appearance that the Postal Service is in financial trouble when it is not! 7 
 8 
The people of America need and deserve great public postal service.  Postal services need to be 9 
restored to previous levels and even expanded to include such services as postal banking. 10 
 11 
For reasons such as these the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church 12 
should stand with the hundreds of other organizations around the country who collectively 13 
constitute a “Grand Alliance to Save Our Public Postal Service.”  (An up-to-date list of supporting 14 
organizations can be found at www.agrandalliance.org.) 15 
 16 
How will it be carried out?  By whom? 17 
As soon as possible following the 2016 Session the Conference Secretary will locate 18 
www.agrandalliance.org on the internet and there fill out a simple form indicating that the Oregon-19 
Idaho Annual Conference is allied with other groups that wish to be listed as partners in “A Grand 20 
Alliance to Save Our People’s Postal Service.”  21 
 22 
How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from?  There is no financial cost. 23 
 24 
 25 
 26 
 27 

http://www.agrandalliance.org/
http://www.agrandalliance.org/

