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TITLE: CHILDREN OF SAME-GENDER RELATIONSHIPS (2007, 2010, 2013) 1 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL: Oregon-Idaho Reconciling United Methodists 2 
SPOKESPERSON: Deborah Maria 3 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS: 773 Nicole Drive, West Linn OR 97068 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL: yourbest@juno.com 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE: 503.723.0058 6 
This petition is a renewal of an existing Standing Resolution (no or minor revisions). 7 
AMENDED IN YELLOW, ADD IN BOLD, DELETE IN STRIKEOUT 8 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY RECOMMENDATION:  23 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSTAIN 9 
 10 
 11 
Text of the Standing Resolution as it would appear in the Conference Journal: 12 
 13 
The 2010 Census established that over 125,000 same-gender couples are raising rearing children in 14 
96% of all counties in The the United States. These families reside in 96% of all counties in the 15 
country. Children of same-gender parents often experience economic, legal, and familial insecurity 16 
when their bonds to nonbiological parents are not legally recognized.  Moreover,legal Legal 17 
recognition of same-gender relationships increases the ability of adult couples to provide and care 18 
for one another and fosters a nurturing and secure environment for their children.  19 
 20 
Because scientific data Responsible scholarly science overwhelmingly demonstrates that there is no 21 
relationship between the sexual orientation of parents and any measure of children’s emotional, 22 
psychosocial, and behavioral adjustment [Pediatrics, July 2006];. 23 
 24 
The literature on outcomes for children of same-sex parents is marked by scientific consensus that 25 
they experience “no differences” compared to children from other parental configurations. (Adams 26 
and Light, 2015)1 27 
 28 
 because The United Methodist Church believes “the family to be the basic human community 29 
through which persons are nurtured and sustained in mutual love, responsibility, respect, and 30 
fidelity” [Paragraph 161A, 2012 Discipline]; and because The United Methodist Church and 31 
“encourage[s] social, economic, and religious efforts to maintain and strengthen relationships within 32 
families” [Paragraph 161A, 2012 Discipline]; we  We conclude that civil marriage, civil unions, and 33 
legally recognized domestic partnerships are beneficial to children, regardless of the gender of the 34 
parents, because they strengthen families. and help They foster financial and legal security, 35 
psychological and social stability, and an enhanced sense of societal acceptance and support. We 36 
support efforts to legally recognize same-gender relationships and claim that laws which ban the 37 
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legal  recognition  limit recognition of the full rights of same-gender marriages and relationships 1 
actively harm the health and well-being of children all over the nation. 2 
1.  Adams, J., and Light, R. (2015).  Scientific consensus, the law, and same sex parenting outcomes.  Social Science 3 
Research, 53, 300-10. 4 
 5 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 6 
What will this action accomplish? 7 
This action continues recognition by our Annual Conference that “the family is the basic human 8 
community through which persons are nurtured and sustained” [Paragraph 161A, 2012 Discipline]. 9 
 10 
Why is it important? 11 
This action encourages formation of the familial bonds that help strengthen and maintain 12 
relationships within families. 13 
How will it be carried out?  By whom? 14 
This action is to be carried out at the local church level by the congregational board or its designated 15 
sub-group within the church. 16 

How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 17 
There is no direct cost for this action other than the cost of the time of the Annual Conference in 18 
considering this Resolution and in including it in the updated Conference Journal as part of this year’s 19 
proceedings. 20 


