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ACTION REQUEST 
2016 OREGON-IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

AR-A 

 

TITLE: EPISCOPAL ELECTION AT JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE 1 
SPONSORING GROUPS: Methodist Federation for Social Action; O-I Reconciling United 2 
Methodists 3 
SPOKESPERSON:  Rev. Karen Nelson 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS: 1367 Erika Ave. NE, Keizer, OR 97303 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL: pastorkaren@gknelson.net 6 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE: 503-957-6815 7 
 8 
 9 
I/We petition the Oregon-Idaho Annual conference to take the following action: 10 
We of the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference encourage our Jurisdictional Conference delegates to 11 
elect an Episcopal leader with qualities as detailed in the list below:  12 
Christ-centered; 13 
strong administrator/leader;  14 
strong communicator;  15 
deep spiritual maturity;  16 
demonstrated effectiveness in leading the diverse people of the Western Jurisdiction.  17 
Sexual orientation and gender identity should not be barriers to election. 18 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 19 
   20 

What will this action accomplish? 21 
This action offers to our Jurisdictional Delegation a list of qualities to consider when electing a new bishop 22 
to the Jurisdiction. This action request also expresses our desire as an Annual Conference that we will not 23 
consider sexual orientation or gender identity as criteria in selecting a bishop. 24 
   25 
Why is it important? 26 
This action request has been submitted in each of the Annual Conferences of our Jurisdiction and allows 27 
us to speak with a clear voice that says we will not tolerate discriminatory policies in our church. This 28 
action request follows the vision statement of our Jurisdiction: A home for all God’s people, gathered 29 
around a table of reconciliation and transformation: the Western Jurisdiction of The United Methodist 30 
Church is multicultural and inclusive, engaged in the life of its communities, with confident, effective lay 31 
and clergy leadership who, in diverse ministry settings, form disciples who live out the Good News of 32 
Jesus as global citizens. 33 
   34 
How will it be carried out?  By whom? 35 
The Jurisdictional Conference Delegates will take this Action Request into consideration when making 36 
decisions about whom they will elect as a bishop of the Western Jurisdiction at the 2016 Western 37 
Jurisdiction Conference in Scottsdale, Arizona. 38 
   39 
How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 40 
No additional cost except for the cost of compiling and publishing the journal. 41 
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ACTION REQUEST 
2016 OREGON-IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

AR-B 

 

TITLE: AGRAND ALLIANCE TO SAVE OUR PEOPLE’S POSTAL SERVICE 1 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL: Rev. John T. Schwiebert 2 
SPOKESPERSON:  Rev. John T. Schwiebert 3 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS:  2116 NE 18th Ave., Portland, OR  97212 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL:  john@tearsoup.com 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE:  503 281-3697 6 
 7 
 8 
I/We petition the Oregon-Idaho Annual conference to take the following action:  Join the Grand 9 
Alliance to Save the People’s Postal Service. 10 

 11 
SUPPORTING INFORMATION 12 

 13 
What will this action accomplish?  This action will make it clear that the Oregon-Idaho Annual 14 
Conference supports efforts to continue and strengthen the United States Postal Service as a vital 15 
publically-owned institution, and that the Annual Conferences strongly opposes efforts to privatize 16 
postal services. 17 
 18 
Why is it important?  The United States Postal Service is a national treasure, enshrined in the 19 
Constitution and supported by the American people. Without any taxpayer funding the USPS serves 20 
approximately 150 million households and businesses each day, providing affordable, universal mail 21 
service to all—including rich and poor, rural and urban without regard to age, nationality, race or 22 
gender.  Over the years it has been able to provide these services at low cost while paying union 23 
wages to its thousands of employees, including a large number of women and minorities. 24 
 25 
The USPS belongs to “we, the people.”  But currently strong monied interests, abetted by allies in 26 
Congress and even high level executives in the postal service itself, are encouraging reductions in 27 
mail services.  Already they have approved the slowing of mail delivery, closed community-based 28 
Post Offices and mail processing facilities, slashed hours of operations, tried repeatedly to end six-29 
day service as well as door to door delivery, and eliminated hundreds of thousands of living wage 30 
jobs.  Their ultimate aim is to lower the public investment so that these essential services can 31 
gradually be privatized and farmed out to for-profit corporations. 32 
 33 
The corporate forces that want to privatize these public services allege that curtailing postal services 34 
and eliminating jobs are necessary due to diminishing mail volume and “burdensome” union wages 35 
and benefits.  They also encourage the false notion that because of increased communication by 36 
email, regular mail service is no longer sustainable at current levels.   But facts do not bear out their 37 
claims. 38 
 39 
Although First Class mail use has declined, increased revenue from parcel service generated by on-40 
line ordering has more than made up the difference. 41 
 42 
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ACTION REQUEST 
2016 OREGON-IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

AR-B 

 

Moreover, the USPS would have been able to report an operating surplus of $600 million in 2013 and 1 
over $1.4 billion in 2014, had Congress not imposed an unfair crushing financial mandate on the 2 
Postal Service that no other government agency or private company has ever been forced to bear 3 
(The Postal Accountability and Enhancement Act of 2006 compels the USPS to pay approximately 4 
$5.5 billion per year to fund future retiree healthcare costs 75 years in advance.)  This is clearly a 5 
deliberate effort to give the appearance that the Postal Service is in financial trouble when it is not! 6 
 7 
The people of America need and deserve great public postal service.  Postal services need to be 8 
restored to previous levels and even expanded to include such services as postal banking. 9 
 10 
For reasons such as these the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church 11 
should stand with the hundreds of other organizations around the country who collectively 12 
constitute a “Grand Alliance to Save Our Public Postal Service.”  (An up-to-date list of supporting 13 
organizations can be found at www.agrandalliance.org.) 14 
 15 
How will it be carried out?  By whom? 16 
As soon as possible following the 2016 Session the Conference Secretary will locate 17 
www.agrandalliance.org on the internet and there fill out a simple form indicating that the Oregon-18 
Idaho Annual Conference is allied with other groups that wish to be listed as partners in “A Grand 19 
Alliance to Save Our People’s Postal Service”  20 
 21 
How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from?  There is no financial cost 22 
 23 
 24 
 25 
 26 
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ACTION REQUEST 
2016 OREGON-IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

AR-C 

 

TITLE:  PARSONAGE POLICY 1 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL: Caldwell United Methodist Church 2 
SPOKESPERSON:  Darrell Bolz 3 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS: 3412 College Ave., Caldwell, ID 83605 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL:  darrell.bolz@hotmail.com 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE: (208)454-1334 or (cell) (208)880-8693 6 
 7 
 8 
I/We petition the Oregon-Idaho Annual conference to take the following action: 9 
The Council on Finance & Administration (CF & A) is to adopt a policy regarding parsonage 10 
and moving expenses when two or more churches are involved.  A report from CF & A of the 11 
adopted policy shall be presented at the 2017 Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference.   12 
      13 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 14 
What will this action accomplish? 15 
This action request is designed to address situations where one church absorbs all parsonage 16 
and moving expenses in cases where more than one church is being served.  Such 17 
appointments may include those filled by a married couple (both of whom are pastors) or 18 
when an individual pastor is appointed to serve more than one church.  Currently, in such 19 
cases, the expenses may not be shared equitably.  A policy to address this concern is needed 20 
to ensure consistency throughout the conference. 21 
 22 
Why is it important? 23 
A single church should not have to bear the total cost of a parsonage (or rental cost if no 24 
parsonage) while the other church being served may rent out their parsonage and use the 25 
funds received through rental for other purposes (or the normal rental funds if no 26 
parsonage).  This also applies to moving expenses. 27 
 28 
How will it be carried out?  By whom? 29 
The policy once adopted would be administered by the District Superintendents and/or the 30 
Oregon-Idaho Conference CF & A.  It would alleviate the current practice of having each 31 
District Superintendent work out each situation individually and would provide for a uniform 32 
policy throughout the Conference.    33 
 34 
How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 35 
The only cost would be in making the policy.  In the long term, it could save money as the 36 
policy would prevent District Superintendents from having to deal with individual situations 37 
as the policy would be in place. 38 
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ACTION REQUEST 
2016 OREGON-IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

AR-D 

 

TITLE:  RULE CHANGE, LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY MEMBERSHIP 1 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL:  REV. MARGARET LOVSVOLD 2 
SPOKESPERSON:  REV. MARGARET LOFSVOLD 3 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS:  680 State St., Suite 200, Salem OR 97301 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL:  lofsvold@mac.com 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE:  503-581-3969 6 
 7 
 8 
I/We petition the Oregon-Idaho Annual conference to take the following action: 9 
New Conference Rules  10 
2.024 11 
The Bishop shall preside over a Legislative Assembly. Support staff shall consist of a vice-12 
chair for logistics, the Conference Secretary, the Conference Communication Director, and 13 
the Legislative Coordinator(s). These persons have right of voice, but not vote.  14 
 15 
Voting members of the Legislative Assembly shall be members of the Annual Conference, 16 
shall be named to a four-year term, and may serve for a second four-year term. Membership 17 
shall be representative of the Annual Conference as a whole, with effort made to balance 18 
gender, age, ethnic and national origin, theological perspective, and socio-economic location. 19 
No discrimination shall be made based on gender identity, disability, or sexual orientation.  20 
 21 
Legislative Assembly Membership shall consist of:  22 
• the lay leader of the annual conference, and a second lay member named by the Board of 23 

Laity. 24 
• four representatives from each District, two clergy and two lay, including the District lay 25 

leader. 26 
• two representatives from the Board of Ordained Ministry, one deacon and one elder. 27 
• two youth representatives. 28 
• two young adult representatives. 29 
• two members named by CORR. 30 
• one member from each of the following administrative teams: Conference Council of 31 

Finance & Administration, Conference Board of Pensions, Conference Board of Trustees.  32 
• the Annual Conference President of the United Methodist Women, or a designated 33 

representative. 34 
• the Annual Conference President of the United Methodist Men, or a designated 35 

representative. 36 
• one representative from the Cabinet. 37 
• one representative from the Ministry Leadership Team. 38 
 39 
2.025  40 
There shall be a Consent Calendar which will include any Action Requests, General 41 
Conference Petitions, or Reports approved or disapproved by 90% or more of the members 42 

Page 5



ACTION REQUEST 
2016 OREGON-IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

AR-D 

 

of the Legislative Committee or Legislative Assembly present and voting except for 1 
Mandated Reports, New Standing Resolutions, and actions including budgetary requests. 2 
Items will be lifted from the Consent Calendar for debate in the plenary session by a motion 3 
made at the time the Consent Calendar is first presented to the conference if the motion is 4 
supported by 40 or more votes. 5 
 6 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 7 
 8 

What will this action accomplish? 9 
It will make membership in Legislative Assembly clear, representative and stable. 10 
 11 
Why is it important? 12 
Transparency is an important element of trust.  People who are asked to be members of Legislative 13 
Assembly will have a clearer idea of what is expected of them and will have time to develop skills in 14 
the position. 15 
 16 
How will it be carried out?  By whom? 17 
Some people are members of Legislative Assembly by virtue of their role within the Annual 18 
Conference.  Some are invited by their District Superintendents or other agencies.  It makes it much 19 
clearer who those people are.20 
 21 
How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 22 
Ultimately, it will take less time to identify the members of the Legislative Assembly because the 23 
roles are identified and people will be in them for longer.  There will be no increase in cost. 24 
 25 
 26 
 27 
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ACTION REQUEST 
2016 OREGON-IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

AR-E 

 

TITLE:  RULE CHANGE 6.006 1 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL:  Conference Personnel Committee 2 
SPOKESPERSON:  Belinda Denicola 3 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS:  1505 SW 18th Ave, Portland OR 97201 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL:  Belinda@umoi.org 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE:  503.802.9222 6 
We petition the Oregon-Idaho Annual conference to take the following action: 7 
 8 

 9 

Amend Rule 6.006 10 

The Bishop will designate a Conference Personnel Committee to assure that there are adequate and 11 
just employment policies for the conference support staff.  The Conference Personnel Committee 12 
shall have responsibility for Conference program and finance staff structure, approve new and 13 
modified positions and job descriptions to strategically align Conference staff with the vision and 14 
mission of the Conference; and to oversee staff disciplinary and recognition procedures with the 15 
staff member’s direct supervisor and the Conference Treasurer. 16 

 17 
 18 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 19 
 20 

What will this action accomplish? 21 
To provide for a strategic body that will align Conference staff with the vision and mission of the 22 
Conference while overseeing Conference staff personnel policies and procedures.23 
 24 
Why is it important? 25 
To provide for a strategic body that will align Conference staff with the vision and mission of the 26 
Conference while overseeing Conference staff personnel policies and procedures.27 
 28 
How will it be carried out?  By whom? 29 
The Conference Personnel Committee will review current staffing positions and job descriptions and 30 
make necessary adjustments to assure that Conference staffing is in alignment with the vision and 31 
mission of the Conference.  32 
 33 
How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 34 
There is existing funding in the Conference Center budget to accommodate the work of the 35 
Personnel Committee. 36 
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STANDING RESOLUTION  
2016 OREGON-IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 

 SR-A 

TITLE: CALL TO CIVILITY (2010, renewed 2013) 1 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL: Methodist Federation for Social Action;  2 
CO-SPONSOR: OR/ID Holy Land Task Force, Peace With Justice 3 
SPOKESPERSON: Dee Poujade 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS: 2545 SW Terwilliger Blvd., Apt. 510, Portland OR 97201 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL: traveling.mimi@gmail.com 6 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE: 503-299-4510 7 
This petition is a renewal of an existing Standing Resolution (no or minor revisions). 8 
 9 
 10 
Text of the Standing Resolution as it would appear in the Conference Journal: 11 
“Civility is more than a rule for polite conduct.  It is a way of life formed around values that unite 12 
rather than divide.”  These words of Will Rogers are no less true today than when he said then during 13 
the Great Depression.  In today’s highly polarized cultural, political and economic environment, 14 
incivility has become systemic, spreading corrosively like a cancer in our communities, our nations 15 
and the body politic.   16 
 17 
As persons of faith, it is our individual, as well as our collective responsibility, to call for and to 18 
embody the civility reflective of the gospel values that unite us. 19 
 20 
Therefore, we call upon all United Methodists, clergy and laity, to act as agents of peace, tolerance 21 
and mutual respect of all persons.   22 
 23 
Further, every United Methodist is called upon to challenge with civility those persons and media 24 
who promote hate, fear, misinformation and lies.  Civility is the currency of civilization, of 25 
community.  Civility is not an issue of ideology or political affiliation,; it is an issue at the core of our 26 
gospel faith. 27 
 28 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 29 
What will this action accomplish? 30 
While this is a principle that we, as United Methodists, should already embrace and follow, the sponsors 31 
believe that, especially in the face of current events, both in and outside of the church, we all need a 32 
reminder that there is no “other;” we are all God’s children.  33 
   34 
Why is it important?  35 
To serve as a reminder of one of the basic tenants of our faith – “Love your neighbor.” 36 
 37 
How will it be carried out?  By whom?   38 
Perhaps it could be printed in Conference and District newsletters as a “reminder” that this is a principle 39 
that we, as United Methodists (and human beings!) need to follow. 40 
 41 
How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from?No additional cost except for the cost of 42 
compiling and publishing the journal. 43 
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STANDING RESOLUTION 
2016 OREGON-IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 

SR-B 

 

TITLE: BRING U.S. GOVERNMENT DRONE MISSILE STRIKES UNDER CONGRESSIONAL 1 
OVERSIGHT (2013)  2 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL: Methodist Federation for Social Action 3 
SPOKESPERSON:  LoErna Simpson 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS:  1863 NW Estaview Dr, Corvallis, OR 97330 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL:  l.simpson@comcast.net 6 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE:  541-619-1379 7 
This petition is a renewal of an existing Standing Resolution (no or minor revisions). 8 
 9 
 10 
Text of the Standing Resolution as it would appear in the Conference Journal: 11 
 12 
All people of faith in the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference who follow Jesus’ teachings are called 13 
upon to: 14 
1. Oppose killing of other people, whoever they are and by whatever means, because it violates  15 
Jesus’ teachings; and oppose all drone strikes to kill suspected terrorists (and innocent civilians) in  16 
countries where war is not declared. Drone killings run counter to our UMC statement: “We believe  17 
all human life is sacred and created by God and therefore we must see all human life as significant 18 
and valuable” [Social Principles 164:G, p 619].  19 
2. Insist our President, Senators and Representatives to follow the Universal Declaration of Human  20 
Rights, Article 11, that declares that “everyone charged with a penal offense has the right to be  21 
presumed innocent until proved guilty according to law in a public trial at which he has had all the  22 
guarantees necessary for his defense.” Our U.S. Bill of Rights, Amendments 4 to 8 uphold similar  23 
statements. Every person deserves justice and should be presumed innocent until being proved 24 
guilty.  25 
3. Insist the Executive Branch adhere to Congressional oversight, including but not limited to rules 26 
and justifications governing the U.S. drone program; also that the Executive Branch provide 27 
information on attack results, whenever legal drone strikes are undertaken.  28 
4. Urge our government to help formulate an international treaty that would agree to placing 29 
restraints on drone usage, similar to a nuclear weapons ban treaty.  30 
 31 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 32 
What will this action accomplish? 33 
People of faith in the Oregon and Idaho Annual Conference will be reminded that our government 34 
carries out drone strikes most every day.  As Christians we should not be killing innocent people by 35 
using U.S. drones.  36 
 37 
Why is it important? 38 
We can easily forget that the drone killings are happening, because we are living in the United States 39 
and don’t see the deaths and destruction in countries on the other side of the world.  Our President 40 
and high officials should not be killing enemies in cold blood. Many other innocent people are in the 41 
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STANDING RESOLUTION 
2016 OREGON-IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 

SR-B 

 

drone strike area and are killed also.  This is a terrible blight on our U.S. leaders and people and our 1 
American leaders must have oversight of these actions of killing.   Also we must insist that our 2 
government help create an international treaty on drone usage. 3 
How will it be carried out?  By whom? 4 
People hearing and reading the news about drone strikes should be reminded that this killing should 5 
end. People can call and write to our officials to help end this tragedy. 6 
 7 
How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 8 
No additional cost except the cost of compiling and publishing the journal.  9 
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STANDING RESOLUTION 
2016 OREGON-IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 

SR-C 

 

TITLE: CONFRONTING HETEROSEXISM (2010, 2013) 1 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL: Oregon-Idaho Reconciling United Methodists 2 
SPOKESPERSON: Deborah Maria 3 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS: 773 Nicole Drive, West Linn OR 97068 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL: yourbest@juno.com 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE: 503.723.0058 6 
This petition is a renewal of an existing Standing Resolution (minor revisions). 7 
 8 
 9 
Text of the Standing Resolution as it would appear in the Conference Journal: 10 
 11 
In communities of transition, the local church shall be regarded as a principal base of mission from 12 
which unjust structures of society shall be confronted, evangelization shall occur, and a principal 13 
witness to the changing community shall be realized. [Paragraph 212.2, 2012 Discipline] 14 

Many of our local churches and the communities they serve are facing transition and have a need to 15 
be open to change. Churches that discriminate against gay men, lesbians, bisexual and transgender 16 
people repel many youth and young adults, limiting the evangelistic ministry of churches in 17 
transitional communities. 18 

Each local church is called We call upon local churches to confront unjust heterosexist structures and 19 
to embrace people long told they are not welcome at church. Together we witness God’s inclusive 20 
love for all people. 21 

 22 
SUPPORTING INFORMATION 23 

What will this action accomplish? 24 
This will continue the long-standing Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference position promoting equality 25 
and inclusion as basic expressions of God’s love. 26 
 27 
Why is it important? 28 
The mission and ministry of the United Methodist Church and of the Oregon-Idaho Annual 29 
Conference necessitate the sharing of God’s love and invitation to relationship with ALL of God’s 30 
children, not just some of God’s children. 31 

How will it be carried out?  By whom? 32 
This action is to be carried out at the local church level by the congregational board or its designated 33 
sub-group within the church. 34 

 35 
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STANDING RESOLUTION 
2016 OREGON-IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 

SR-C 

 

How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 1 
There is no direct cost for this action other than the cost of the time of the Annual Conference in 2 
considering this Resolution and in including it in the updated Conference Journal as part of this year’s 3 
proceedings. 4 
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STANDING RESOLUTION 
2016 OREGON-IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 

SR-D 

 

TITLE: CHILDREN OF SAME-GENDER RELATIONSHIPS (2007, 2010, 2013) 1 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL: Oregon-Idaho Reconciling United Methodists 2 
SPOKESPERSON: Deborah Maria 3 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS: 773 Nicole Drive, West Linn OR 97068 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL: yourbest@juno.com 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE: 503.723.0058 6 
This petition is a renewal of an existing Standing Resolution (no or minor revisions). 7 
 8 
 9 
Text of the Standing Resolution as it would appear in the Conference Journal: 10 
 11 
The 2010 Census established that over 125,000 same-gender couples are raising rearing children in 12 
96% of all counties in The the United States. These families reside in 96% of all counties in the 13 
country. Children of same-gender parents often experience economic, legal, and familial insecurity 14 
when their bonds to nonbiological parents are not legally recognized.  Moreover,legal Legal 15 
recognition of same-gender relationships increases the ability of adult couples to provide and care 16 
for one another and fosters a nurturing and secure environment for their children.  17 
 18 
Because scientific data Responsible scholarly science overwhelmingly demonstrates that there is no 19 
relationship between the sexual orientation of parents and any measure of children’s emotional, 20 
psychosocial, and behavioral adjustment [Pediatrics, July 2006];. 21 
 22 
 because The United Methodist Church believes “the family to be the basic human community 23 
through which persons are nurtured and sustained in mutual love, responsibility, respect, and 24 
fidelity” [Paragraph 161A, 2012 Discipline]; and because The United Methodist Church and 25 
“encourage[s] social, economic, and religious efforts to maintain and strengthen relationships within 26 
families” [Paragraph 161A, 2012 Discipline]; we  We conclude that civil marriage, civil unions, and 27 
legally recognized domestic partnerships are beneficial to children, regardless of the gender of the 28 
parents, because they strengthen families. and help They foster financial and legal security, 29 
psychological and social stability, and an enhanced sense of societal acceptance and support. We 30 
support efforts to legally recognize same-gender relationships and claim that laws which ban the 31 
legal  recognition  limit recognition of the full rights of same-gender marriages and relationships 32 
actively harm the health and well-being of children all over the nation. 33 
 34 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 35 
What will this action accomplish? 36 
This action continues recognition by our Annual Conference that “the family is the basic human 37 
community through which persons are nurtured and sustained” [Paragraph 161A, 2012 Discipline]. 38 
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STANDING RESOLUTION 
2016 OREGON-IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 

SR-D 

 

 1 
Why is it important? 2 
This action encourages formation of the familial bonds that help strengthen and maintain 3 
relationships within families. 4 
How will it be carried out?  By whom? 5 
This action is to be carried out at the local church level by the congregational board or its designated 6 
sub-group within the church. 7 

How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 8 
There is no direct cost for this action other than the cost of the time of the Annual Conference in 9 
considering this Resolution and in including it in the updated Conference Journal as part of this year’s 10 
proceedings. 11 
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STANDING RESOLUTION 
2016 OREGON-IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 

SR-E 

 

TITLE:  MIDDLE EAST CONFLICTS (2007, revised 2009, renewed 2012) 1 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL: Methodist Federation for Social Action 2 
CO-SPONSOR: OR/ID Holy Land Task Force 3 
SPOKESPERSON:  Dee Poujade 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS: 2545 SW Terwilliger Blvd, Apt.510, Portland OR 97201 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL: traveling.mimi@gmail.com 6 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE: 503-299-4510 7 
This petition is a renewal of an existing Standing Resolution (no or minor revisions). 8 
 9 
 10 
The Oregon-Idaho Annual conference resolves to: 11 
 12 
Pray for all those affected by the conflicts in the Middle East, including Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, 13 
Palestine/Israel and the Gaza area, and for a swift end to the destructions and violence that war and 14 
civil unrest rages within this area of the world. 15 
 16 
Support withdrawal of all troops and bases from the Middle East. 17 
 18 
Support the call for the United Nations to appoint a peace Envoy to encourage and cooperate in talks 19 
to explore a political settlement to all Middle East conflicts. 20 
 21 
Call for multinational support for regionally generated plans to rebuild the Middle East, including 22 
Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Palestine/Israel and the Gaza area, as well as other Middle Eastern nations.   23 
 24 
Urge the churches in our conference to study the causes of war and the causes of Biblical and just 25 
peacemaking.   Links to curricula will be made available on the conference web-site.  Encourage 26 
persons to spend time in prayer and meditation to discover ways to be peacemakers and to discover 27 
ways to help bring peace and reconciliation to the nations of Iraq and Afghanistan and throughout 28 
the Middle East.  We would also urge our churches to seek ways to advocate for peace in Iraq and 29 
Afghanistan this area with our national leaders, and to help our nation bring our troops home at the 30 
earliest time possible.    31 
 32 
___________________________________________________________________________ 33 
 34 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 35 
 36 

What will this action accomplish?  37 
Increased awareness about war and violence in the Middle East and increased understanding of the 38 
issues faced in this part of the world, not only by the Christians living there, but by all of God’s 39 
children in the region. 40 
 41 
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Why is it important?   1 
“Let there be peace on earth – and let it begin with me…”  This favorite hymn reminds us all that 2 
peace is something we should all strive for – as Methodists – as Christians – as human beings. 3 
How will it be carried out?  By whom? 4 
It starts with each of us, as individuals – and we will carry the word to our congregations and beyond. 5 
  6 
How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 7 
No additional cost except for the cost of compiling and publishing the journal. 8 
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TITLE: SUPPORT COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION REFORM (2010, revised 2013) 1 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL: Methodist Federation for Social Action 2 
SPOKESPERSON: Claudia Roberts 3 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS: 5328 NE 40th Ave, Portland, OR 97211 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL: clarobb@juno.com 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE: 503-284-9182 6 
This petition is a revision of an existing Standing Resolution. 7 
 8 
 9 
“All nations have the right to secure their borders, but the primary concern for Christians should be 10 
the welfare of immigrants.  Between 1995 and 2009, according to the Department of Homeland 11 
Security Border Safety Initiative, more than 3,860 migrants have died crossing the border between 12 
the United States and Mexico. Raids of workplaces, homes, and other social places have often 13 
violated the civil liberties of migrants. Migrants should be given due process and access to 14 
adequate legal representation. Due to these raids and the ensuing indefinite detentions and 15 
deportations that follow them, families have been ripped apart and the migrant community has 16 
been forced to live in a constant state of fear.”  Book of Resolutions 2012: number 3281 17 
“Welcoming the Migrant to the US” 18 
 19 
1) The Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference supports comprehensive immigration reform by the U.S. 20 
Congress consistent with the Council of Bishops “Statement on the U.S. Immigration Situation” (May 21 
2009) that would: 22 
• Provide a pathway to citizenship for immigrants 23 
• Unite, instead of divide, immigrant families 24 
• Increase the number of visas for short-term workers 25 
• Extend legal protection and human rights to all workers including immigrants 26 
•Eliminate privately operated detention facilities not regulated by federal or state governments 27 
• End all indiscriminate raids. 28 
 29 
2) Churches are encouraged to engage in ministries of mercy and justice with immigrants such as 30 
Bible studies and worship in their languages, pastoral care for immigrants, provide sanctuary for 31 
undocumented immigrants, support English as a Second Language classes, and other forms of 32 
education that help immigrants experience abundant life. 33 
  34 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 35 
What will this action accomplish? 36 
This resolution will offer congregations support for their efforts to welcome their migrant brothers 37 
and sisters and provide suggestions for offering support to migrants in their communities.  It also 38 
brings our conference in line with the resolution of the General Board of Church and Society which 39 
supports their work to bring about comprehensive immigration reform.40 
 41 
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Why is it important? 1 
This resolution is important to the Oregon-Idaho Conference because our communities have 2 
immigrants living in them and they are children of God who we are called to welcome and support. 3 
 4 
How will it be carried out?  By whom? 5 
All actions will be voluntary by the member congregations and can be assisted by conference 6 
ministries such as the Hispanic Ministries coordinator and the Peace with Justice Coordinator7 
How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 8 
The only anticipated cost is for the labor and cost of including the resolution in the journal.  9 
 10 
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TITLE: NATIONAL HEALTH CARE REFORM (2010, 2013, revised 2016) 1 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL: Methodist Federation for Social Action 2 
SPOKESPERSON: Rev. Karen Nelson  3 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS: 1367 Erika Ave. NE, Keizer, OR 97303 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL: pastorkaren@gknelson.net 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE: 503-957-6815 6 
This petition is a renewal of an existing Standing Resolution(minor changes). 7 
 8 
 9 
Text of the Standing Resolution as it would appear in the Conference Journal: 10 
The health care system in the United States is predominantly provided through for-profit insurance 11 
companies whose annual rates rise dramatically, whose incentive is to provide the least care for the 12 
maximum profit, and who leave a staggering number of persons without health care. According to 13 
widely published reports, our health care system costs each person nearly twice as much as any 14 
other nation while delivering lower quality outcomes. Accordingly Our current health care delivery 15 
system is incompatible with United Methodist understanding of the Gospel as expressed in our Social 16 
Principles. Paragraph 162V (of the 2008 2012 Book of Discipline) declares that health care is a “basic 17 
human right” and that the “government has a responsibility to provide all citizens with health care.” 18 
that "providing the care needed to maintain health, prevent disease, and restore health after 19 
injury or illness is a responsibility each person owes others and government owes to all, a 20 
responsibility government ignores at its peril." 21 
Therefore, the OR-ID Annual Conference supports Healthcare health care being available to all 22 
persons of all ages to provide comprehensive care (including vision and dental). Such a system is 23 
inclusive, effective, and affordable, equitable and secure and reflects our UM Social Principles. 24 
 25 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 26 
What will this action accomplish? 27 
Our US health care system will be greatly improved if comprehensive health care is available to all. 28 
While significant improvements have been made with the Affordable Care Act, there are still too 29 
many people without health care. In a 2015 study conducted by National Public Radio, the Robert 30 
Wood Johnson Foundation and the Harvard Chan School, it was found that two years after the 31 
Affordable Care Act took effect people are still dealing with high health care costs, difficulty finding a 32 
doctor, and not getting the health care they need. 33 

Why is it important? 34 
It will reflect our Social Principles, that health care is a human right35 
 36 
How will it be carried out?  By whom? 37 
UMC members need to support our national and state leaders to carry this out and actively 38 
participate in organized groups working for comprehensive health care for all. 39 

How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 40 
No monetary cost, just time and effort in actively supporting this change. Cost of publishing in the 41 
Conference Journal. 42 
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TITLE: COMMUNITY-BASED CORRECTIONS (1982, 1986, 1989, 1992, Revised 1995, 1998, 1 
2001, Revised 2004, Revised 2007, 2010, 2013) 2 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL: Methodist Federation for Social Action 3 
SPOKESPERSON: Claudia Roberts 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS: 5328 NE 40th Ave, Portland, Oregon 97211 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL: clarobb@juno.com 6 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE: 503-284-9182 7 
This petition is a revision of an existing Standing Resolution (major revision). 8 
 9 
 10 
 11 
Text of the Standing Resolution as it would appear in the Conference Journal: 12 
As Christians we believe in the redemptive potential of all people. Therefore, we urge members of 13 
the churches within the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference to join with others of like mind in helping 14 
the correction systems of Oregon and Idaho in the use of community-based restitution, work 15 
programs, and other alternatives aimed at rehabilitation of those who have been convicted of 16 
crimes. We further encourage members, when necessary, to actively seek to change regulations 17 
which impede or restrict development and placement of such facilities or programs. For a good 18 
description of what constitutes community based corrections, visit the website: 19 
http://www.library.ca.gov/crb/96/08/. 20 
 21 
 22 
Remembering the words of Jesus, “I was in prison and you visited me,” (Matt. 25:36) we encourage 23 
pastors and lay persons in our congregations to visit and/or minister to persons in correctional 24 
institutions, and where possible, upon their release from prison, to assist them in their re-entry into 25 
local communities, by helping them secure jobs and housing and inviting them into the fellowship of 26 
the church. We also urge congregations to identify and support families of these who have or have 27 
had members incarcerated in correctional institutions. 28 
 29 
We commend the work of organizations such as the Center for Dispute Resolution of the Willamette 30 
University College of Law, the Victim Offender Reconciliation Program/Community Mediation Service 31 
and the Alternatives to Violence Project.  We encourage our churches to seek out ways to actively 32 
support and/or establish these services in their communities. 33 
A 2015 report by the Oregon Department of Corrections show that community based correction 34 
costs a fraction of the costs for confinement and offers more opportunity to provide services, such 35 
as alcohol or drug treatment, than in the prison system.  While imprisonment costs $88.64 per day, 36 
the cost for community based services runs between $.71 to $16.53 per day depending on the risk 37 
posed by the offender.  Their report also states that the recidivism rate for a community managed 38 
offenders is less than 30%.  This suggests that supporting community based corrections is better 39 
for the community and saves tax dollars. 40 
 41 
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Comparable statistics were not found for Idaho but the Idaho Department of Corrections website 1 
has several reports about inviting faith communities to serve on advisory boards for community 2 
based correction programs and even to mentor offenders on a one to one basis. 3 
 4 
We encourage our churches to seek out ways to actively support and/or establish community 5 
based correction services in their communities. 6 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 7 
What will this action accomplish? 8 
Congregations and individual members will become more aware of correction services that offer a 9 
more humane way to provide protection for the community and address the causes of criminal 10 
behavior.  Those already engaged in prison ministries will recognize that their service is already 11 
valued and supported by the conference.12 
 13 
Why is it important? 14 
It is important to stand up for humane treatment of law offenders and to support programs that seek 15 
to restore them to wholeness so that they can live and thrive in our communities.  16 
 17 
How will it be carried out?  By whom? 18 
Each congregation can determine how they will function to support community based correction 19 
programs. 20 
 21 
How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 22 
The only cost will be the costs to have it included in the conference journal. 23 
 24 
 25 
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TITLE:  SEEKING PEACE AND JUSTICE IN THE HOLY LAND (2007, revised 2010, 2013) 1 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL: Methodist Federation for Social Action 2 
CO-SPONSOR: OR/ID Holy Land Task Force 3 
SPOKESPERSON:  Dee Poujade 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS: 2545 SW Terwilliger Blvd., Apt. 510, Portland OR 97201 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL: traveling.mimi@gmail.com 6 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE: 503-299-4510 7 
This petition is a revision of an existing Standing Resolution (major revision). 8 
 9 
 10 
What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness and to walk humbly with 11 
your God. Micah 6:8  Truly I tell you, just as you did it to the least of these who are the members of 12 
my family you did it to me. Matthew 25:40. 13 
 14 
We affirm Israel’s right to exist within permanent, recognized and secure borders, and we affirm  15 
the Palestinians’ rights to self-determination and formation of a viable state with secure borders and 16 
air space, water rights, and passage rights to the land in their state, whether it is through a one-state 17 
or two-state solution. 18 
 19 
The General Conference in 2004, 2008, and 2012 resolved that, “The United Methodist Church 20 
opposes continued military occupation of the West Bank, Gaza, and East Jerusalem, the confiscation 21 
of Palestinian land and water resources, the destruction of Palestinian homes, the continued building 22 
of illegal Jewish settlements, and any vision of a ‘Greater Israel’ that includes the occupied territories 23 
and the whole of Jerusalem and its surroundings.” [Book of Resolutions, 2012, Para. 6111, pg 812]. 24 
 25 
We are called to support members of Christ’s church around the world, including Palestinian 26 
Christians who, along with their Muslim neighbors, are being forced to leave the Holy Land due to 27 
Israel’s confiscation of their property and the severe hardships of living under the illegal Israeli 28 
occupation of their land. 29 
 30 
The illegal destruction of Palestinian homes and economy, the confiscation of Palestinian land, and 31 
the loss of Palestinian lives, including primarily innocent children and civilians, are made possible by 32 
the use of armored bulldozers, helicopters, gunships, tanks and other equipment supplied to Israel; 33 
while destruction of Israeli property, violence, and loss of innocent Israeli lives are made possible by 34 
the use of mortars, guns and bombs supplied to Palestinians. This creates personal harm on both 35 
sides and simply increases profits for national and multinational corporations who manufacture and 36 
sell these weapons. using such deadly activities. 37 
 38 
The Kairos Palestine Document was issued by 16 Palestinian Christian leaders in Bethlehem on 39 
December 11, 2009 (and has now been signed by over 1200 Palestinian Christians). and  It calls on 40 
churches of the world: “to take a position of truth with regard to Israel’s occupation of Palestinian 41 
land. ...We see boycott and disinvestment as tools of non-violence for justice, peace and security for 42 
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all. ... We repeat once again that this is not revenge but rather a serious action in order to reach a 1 
just and definitive peace that will put an end to Israeli occupation of Palestinian and other Arab 2 
territories and will guarantee security and peace for all.” Kairos Palestine Document, December 11, 3 
2009, #6.3 and 7, at [http://www. oikoumene.org/fileadmin/files/wcc-4 
main/2009pdfs/Kairos%20Palestine_Enpdf ]. 5 
 6 
The United Methodist Church should not profit from the illegal Israeli occupation of Palestinian land 7 
or the destruction of Palestinian homes, orchards, and lives. Our church is committed to ensuring 8 
that our Church’s finances are used in a manner consistent with Christ’s teaching, our beliefs, and 9 
international law. The Investment Ethics resolution states our policy on Avoidance by Divestment: 10 
“This policy prohibits investment in enterprises that have policies or practices that are so morally 11 
reprehensible that investment in these companies is not tolerated by the church. ...Historically many 12 
church investors have refused to invest in major military contractors, companies with nuclear 13 
weapons contracts, or companies when they were doing business in South Africa under apartheid, 14 
[Book of Resolutions, 2008, Para. 4071, p 592]. 15 
 16 
We affirm the 2012 statements calling “on all nations to prohibit any financial support by individuals 17 
or organizations for the construction and maintenance of settlements; and also to prohibit the 18 
import of products made by companies in Israeli settlements on Palestinian land.” [Book of 19 
Resolutions, 2012, Para. 6111, p 813], and we further affirm this Annual Conference’s passage of a 20 
resolution directing “the Conference Treasurer/Benefits Officer, and the Northwest United 21 
Methodist Foundation to the best of their abilities…divest all Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference 22 
funds from stock held in Caterpillar Motorola Solutions, and Hewlett Packard, and continue to 23 
exclude these companies from the Orego-Idaho Annual Conference investments until these 24 
companies end their involvement with the illegal Israeli occupation of Palestine…” [AR 06, 25 
“Aligning Investment With Values Regarding Palestine and Israel” 2015 Journal, page 144] 26 
 27 
We encourage Oregon-Idaho members of the United Methodist Church to call on our U.S. 28 
government, the government of Israel, and the elected Palestinian leadership to reject all acts of 29 
aggression and violence, to respect the equality and dignity of all the region’s people, and to forge 30 
solutions based on the principles of law and human rights. 31 
 32 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 33 
 34 
What will this action accomplish? Reminding people that the United Methodist Church has taken, 35 
and continues to take, positions on the illegal Israeli occupation of Palestine, and that we, as 36 
Christians (and as human beings!) need to keep taking steps that contribute to peace in the Holy 37 
Land. 38 
 39 
Why is it important?  The inhumane treatment of Palestinians on their own land started May 15, 40 
1948 with the establishment of the State of Israel - “Independence Day” for the Israelis – “Nakba 41 
Day” for the Palestinians.  The Occupation has continued in the face of numerous UN resolutions 42 
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(which the US has voted against in the interests of maintaining its relationship with Israel), and 1 
countless attempts at a “peace process” that have been doomed from the start because of the 2 
inability of the US to be a “neutral broker” for peace.  It is time for the Church to increase its 3 
awareness of this issue, and to do what it can towards peace in the region.    4 
 5 
How will it be carried out?  By whom? 6 
By publishing it in the Journal, members of our Annual Conference will become aware of it, and will 7 
hopefully share their increased awareness with others. 8 
  9 
How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 10 
No additional cost except for the cost of compiling and publishing the journal. 11 
 12 
 13 
 14 
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TITLE: 0PPOSE GUN VIOLENCE FOR THE PROTECTION OF ALL, ESPECIALLY CHILDREN & 1 
YOUTH  (2001, 2004, Revised 2007, Revised 2010, Revised 2013) 2 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL: Methodist Federation for Social Action 3 
SPOKESPERSON: LoErna Simpson 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS:  1863 NW Estaview Dr, Corvallis, OR 97330 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL:. l.simpson@comcast.net 6 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE:  541-619-1379 7 
This petition is a revision of an existing Standing Resolution. 8 
 9 
 10 
Text of the Standing Resolution as it would appear in the Conference Journal: 11 
The Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference stands in public witness against all gun violence in towns, cities  12 
and rural areas in Oregon and Idaho and across the United States, especially gun violence which kills 13 
and injures children and youth. Although law-abiding citizens should be able to buy and keep 14 
firearms, there are sensible gun laws that we insist upon when it comes to gun ownership and ending 15 
gun violence. With ownership of guns comes responsibility. Thus we call upon our churches and 16 
individuals to join national, state and local commitments against gun violence in America, consistent 17 
with actions in Resolution 3426, ‘Gun Violence’ in the Book of Resolutions of the United Methodist 18 
Church 2012, pages 490-493. The United Methodist Church must respond to this growing tragedy of 19 
thousands of American deaths by guns each year and discuss what role the church should take in 20 
facilitating dialogue to address and stop this situation, while acknowledging and educating people 21 
that gun violence occurs in all age categories and in mass shootings, gang attacks, suicides, and 22 
accidental shootings. 23 
 24 
The following actions should be taken: 25 

• “Educate the United Methodist community including parents, children, youth, and the 26 
elderly on all aspects of gun safety, as well as violence prevention, adult responsibility 27 
around gun violence prevention, and the public health impact of gun violence.” [2012 28 
Resolution 3426, Gun Violence]. This information should be shared with others in their 29 
community. 30 
 31 

• Adults should always provide adequate locked gun cabinet storage for all guns wherever they  32 
are located. 33 
 34 

• Adults should foster a climate of nonviolent conflict resolution in their homes, children’s 35 
schools, congregations and community. 36 
 37 

• Adults should educate themselves regarding media rating systems, and monitor and 38 
decrease the places where gun violence is shown, watched or engaged in by children, youths 39 
or other adult. This includes gun violence in television programs, movies, the internet and 40 
video games. Adults should discuss with children and youth in their home and their 41 
community why gun violence is harmful. 42 
 43 
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• Research community needs and provide local alternatives to violence for people of all ages in 1 
the community so they can be safe and protected, engaged in safe, interactive situations. We 2 
acknowledge that gun violence can involve people in all age categories and in many ways 3 
accidental shootings, mass shootings, suicides and gang attacks. Talk about this crisis in 4 
church. 5 
 6 

• “Identify community-based, state, and national organizations working of the issue of gun 7 
violence and seek their assistance to plan and design education and prevention workshops 8 
on gun violence.” [2012 Resolution 3426, Gun Violence].  9 
 10 

Three such organizations include: Ceasefire Oregon (www.ceasefireoregon.org ) with programs 11 
encouraging voluntary gun take-back and buy-back days, and the ASK national campaign (Asking 12 
Saves Kids) that urges parents to ask other parents if there’s a gun in their home where the children 13 
go to play, since guns can be found in 40% of Oregon homes; Moms Demand Action on Gun Sense in 14 
America (www.momsdemandaction.org ) with Oregon chapters in Portland, and Mid-Willamette 15 
Valley, and Southern Oregon, while other chapters could be organized in OR and ID communities; 16 
and Brady Campaign to Stop Gun Violence, with Portland and Eugene/Lane County chapters, 17 
(www.bradycampaign.org/ ). Brady Campaign reported that in August 2015 background checks can 18 
now be conducted everywhere in Oregon. Idaho does not require any background checks and 19 
allows online gun sales.”  Brady State Scorecard for Oregon gun laws was 15 points and for Idaho 2 20 
points out of 100, indicating our communities have weak gun laws which can allow gun violence. 21 
 22 

• “Develop advocacy groups within local and regional congregations for the reduction of 23 
availability of guns in society, including handguns, assault weapons, automatic weapons and 24 
conversion kits, large capacity ammunition magazines, and guns that cannot be detected by 25 
traditional metal- detection devices. These advocacy groups can be linked to community-26 
based, state and national organizations working on gun and violence issues.” [2012 27 
Resolution 3426, Gun Violence]  28 
 29 

• “Support federal legislation in the US Congress to regulate the importation, manufacturing, 30 
sale, and possession of guns and ammunition by the general public. Such legislation should  31 
include provisions for the registration and licensing of gun purchasers and owners, 32 
appropriate background investigation and waiting periods prior to gun purchase, and 33 
regulation of subsequent sale.” [2012 Resolution 3426, Gun Violence]  34 
 35 

• “Call upon the federal and state governments to provide significant assistance to victims of 36 
gun violence and their families.” (2012 Resolution 3426, Gun Violence) 37 
 38 

• Call upon United Methodists to prayerfully address gun violence in their local context. One 39 
of the ways in which to prevent gun violence may include the following:  United Methodist 40 
congregations may display signs that prohibit carrying guns onto church property. 41 

 42 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 43 
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What will this action accomplish? 1 
People will be encouraged to learn more about gun safety for all… children, teens, adults, and the 2 
elderly. 3 
 4 
Why is it important? 5 
Guns are owned by many people in the U.S., so it is very important that people are knowledgeable 6 
about their proper use and care. Guns may provide a variety of benefits, such as safety from vicious 7 
animals, or during deadly attacks from strangers or enemies. Sportsmen use guns to provide food, 8 
such as quail, pheasants, deer, and other game. Sharpshooters enjoy increasing their skill in 9 
marksmanship.  10 
However, there are other facts and skills about guns that are needed to keep ones-self and others 11 
safe in various situations. Young children are curious with everything, so locked gun safes are 12 
essential in homes. Some youths may be confused, depressed and suicidal. Serious accidents may 13 
happen when a gun is loaded. Guns can cause deaths and their surviving family members are stricken 14 
with grief.  Knowledge regarding gun safety is extremely important. Many churches are known as 15 
sanctuaries and. safe places and migrants in dire circumstances have found sanctuary in houses of 16 
faith. United Methodist congregations may display signs that prohibit carrying guns onto church 17 
property. Following Jesus Christ’s teaching, United Methodist members value all lives and deplore 18 
killings. 19 
 20 
How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 21 
Costs are minimal, involving staff time and pages in the journal. 22 
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TITLE: OPPOSE THE TRANS PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP (TPP) FREE TRADE AGREEMENT (2013) 1 
 2 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL: Methodist Federation for Social Action 3 
SPOKESPERSON: Claudia Roberts 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS: 5328 NE 40th Ave, Portland, OR 97211 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL: clarobb@juno.com 6 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE: 503-284-9182 7 
This petition is a revision of an existing Standing Resolution.  8 
 9 
 10 
Text of the Standing Resolution as it would appear in the Conference Journal: 11 
 12 
According to the advocacy group Public Citizen: “In early November 2015, after seven years of 13 
close-door negotiations with the public, press and policymakers locked out, the final TPP text was 14 
released. In chapter after chapter, the final text is worse than expected, with the demands of the 15 
500 official U.S. trade advisers representing corporate interests satisfied to the detriment of the 16 
public interest. The text reveals that the pact replicates many of the most controversial terms of 17 
past pacts that promote job offshoring and push down U.S. wages. If passed, the TPP would: 18 

• Make it easier for big corporations to ship our jobs overseas, pushing down our wages and 19 
increasing income inequality 20 

• Flood our country with unsafe imported food 21 
• Jack up the cost of medicines by giving big pharmaceutical corporations new monopoly 22 

rights to keep lower cost generic drugs off of the market 23 
• Empower corporations to attack our environmental and health safeguards 24 
• Ban “Buy American” policies needed to create green jobs 25 
• Roll back Wall Street reforms 26 
• Sneak in SOPA-like threats to internet freedom and undermine Human Rights” 27 

 28 
For more information please check out www.publiccitizen.org 29 
 30 
We urge churches and members of the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference of the United Methodist 31 
Church to oppose the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) Free Trade Agreement being negotiated among 32 
the Pacific Rim nations including the United States. Standing Resolution #19 National Fair Trade 33 
Policy (2009, renewed 2015) makes clear our Annual Conference support for Fair Trade and states 34 
that “we support the renegotiation of all existing `Free Trade’ agreements to reflect Fair Trade 35 
practices and principles.” As people of faith, we believe that international trade and investment 36 
systems should respect and promote the dignity of the human person, ensure the development and 37 
well-being of people in all nations, foster gender and racial equality, and lead to environmental 38 
sustainability. 39 
 40 
 41 
 42 
 43 
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION 1 
What will this action accomplish? 2 
The Oregon-Idaho Conference will continue to stand the General Board of Church and Society in 3 
opposing this trade agreement that would have a significant impact on trade policy that will 4 
negatively impact businesses on the West Coast specifically.  The NAFTA and CAFTA trade 5 
agreements have contributed to the impoverishment of  Mexico and other Central American 6 
countries that have forced people to seek residency in the United States.   7 
 8 
Why is it important? 9 
If this pact is enacted, there will be a negative impact on people living in Oregon and Idaho. 10 
 11 
How will it be carried out?  By whom? 12 
The Resolution will be published in the Journal of the Oregon-Idaho Conference and will provide 13 
information to all United Methodist regarding why this agreement is being opposed and talking 14 
points to share with others including their congressional delegations. 15 
 16 
How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 17 
The only cost will be for publishing the resolution in the conference journal. 18 
 19 
 20 
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TITLE:  SUPPORTING HOMELESSPERSONS’ RIGHTS 1 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL:  SPIRIT OF THE VALLEY UMC AT HALSEY 2 
SPOKESPERSON:  REV. WARREN LIGHT 3 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS:  2520 HARRIS STREET, EUGENE OR 97045 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL:  uowesleycenter@gmail.com 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE:  541-654-8144 6 
This petition is a new Standing Resolution. 7 
 8 
 9 
Text of the Standing Resolution as it would appear in the Conference Journal: 10 
 11 
The Oregon Idaho Annual Conference is deeply concerned about the rights of all 12 
people.  At this time of local, state and national discernment about the rights of 13 
homeless persons, we are reminded of our ethical and biblical mandate to serve Jesus 14 
through caring for persons in need of shelter, food, and support.  15 
 16 
Therefore, we support local, state and national efforts to ensure the rights of Homeless 17 
persons and encourage local congregations and ministries to discern their part in 18 
protecting the rights of and addressing the needs of homeless persons. 19 
 20 
We urge local congregations and ministries to consider these rights, put forward by the 21 
Homeless Bill of Rights Campaign: 22 

1.  The Right to move freely, rest, sleep, and pray in public. 23 
2. The Right to occupy a vehicle. 24 
3. The Right to share and eat food in public. 25 
4. The Right to legal counsel for infractions. 26 
5. The Right to 24-hour access to existing hygiene facilities. 27 
6. Require judges to consider necessity defense when hearing homeless-related 28 

cases. 29 
 30 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 31 
What will this action accomplish? 32 
It will help us focus on the needs of some of the more vulnerable members of our community.  We 33 
thank Rev. Dan Benson for initiating interest in a proposal and sharing information about the 34 
Homeless Bill of rights Campaign. 35 
 36 
Why is it important? 37 
We all know this:  God loves us, all of us. 38 
 39 
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2016 OREGON-IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 

SR-M 

 

How will it be carried out?  By whom? 1 
The actions will come from our local responses.  Conversations will ensue and may lead to further 2 
actions. 3 
 4 
How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 5 
The cost to print this in the Journal.  Local costs will be determined locally. 6 
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