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TITLE: COMMUNITY-BASED CORRECTIONS (1982, 1986, 1989, 1992, Revised 1995, 1998, 1 
2001, Revised 2004, Revised 2007, 2010, 2013) 2 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL: Methodist Federation for Social Action 3 
SPOKESPERSON: Claudia Roberts 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS: 5328 NE 40th Ave, Portland, Oregon 97211 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL: clarobb@juno.com 6 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE: 503-284-9182 7 
This petition is a revision of an existing Standing Resolution (major revision). 8 
AMENDED IN YELLOW, ADD IN BOLD, DELETE IN STRIKEOUT 9 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY RECOMMENDATION:  24 YES, 0 NO, 0 ABSTAIN 10 
 11 
Text of the Standing Resolution as it would appear in the Conference Journal: 12 
As Christians we believe in the redemptive potential of all people. Therefore, we urge members of 13 
the churches within the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference to join with others of like mind in helping 14 
the correction systems of Oregon and Idaho in the use of community-based restitution, work 15 
programs, and other alternatives aimed at rehabilitation of those who have been convicted of 16 
crimes. We further encourage members, when necessary, to actively seek to change regulations 17 
which impede or restrict development and placement of such facilities or programs. For a good 18 
description of what constitutes community-based corrections, visit the website: 19 
http://www.library.ca.gov/crb/96/08/. 20 
 21 
 22 
Remembering the words of Jesus, “I was in prison and you visited me” (Matt. 25:36), we encourage 23 
pastors and lay persons in our congregations to visit and/or minister to persons in correctional 24 
institutions and, where possible, upon their release from prison, to assist them in their re-entry into 25 
local communities by helping them secure jobs and housing and inviting them into the fellowship of 26 
the church. We also urge congregations to identify and support families of these who have or have 27 
had members incarcerated in correctional institutions. 28 
 29 
We commend the work of organizations such as the Center for Dispute Resolution of the Willamette 30 
University College of Law, the Victim Offender Reconciliation Program/Community Mediation Service 31 
and the Alternatives to Violence Project.  We encourage our churches to seek out ways to actively 32 
support and/or establish these services in their communities. 33 
 34 
A 2015 report by the Oregon Department of Corrections shows that community-based correction 35 
costs a fraction of the cost for confinement and offers more opportunity to provide services, such 36 
as alcohol or drug treatment, than does the prison system.  While imprisonment costs $88.64 per 37 
day, the cost for community-based services runs between $.71 to $16.53 per day depending on the 38 
risk posed by the offender.  The report also states that the recidivism rate for community-managed 39 
offenders is less than 30%.  This suggests that supporting community-based corrections is better 40 
for the community and saves tax dollars. 41 
 42 
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Comparable statistics were not found for Idaho but the Idaho Department of Corrections website 1 
has several reports about inviting faith communities to serve on advisory boards for community-2 
based correction programs and even to mentor offenders on a one-to-one basis.  These programs 3 
highlight increased cooperation between the Idaho Department of Correction (IDOC) and the 4 
community toward the goal of offender rehabilitation.  Two examples of programs in Idaho that 5 
need more community support are community reentry centers and offender mentorship programs. 6 
 7 
We encourage our churches to seek out ways to actively support and/or establish community 8 
based correction services in their communities. 9 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 10 
What will this action accomplish? 11 
Congregations and individual members will become more aware of correction services that offer a 12 
more humane way to provide protection for the community and address the causes of criminal 13 
behavior.  Those already engaged in prison ministries will recognize that their service is already 14 
valued and supported by the conference.15 
 16 
Why is it important? 17 
It is important to stand up for humane treatment of law offenders and to support programs that seek 18 
to restore them to wholeness so that they can live and thrive in our communities.  19 
 20 
How will it be carried out?  By whom? 21 
Each congregation can determine how they will function to support community-based correction 22 
programs. 23 
 24 
How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 25 
The only cost will be the costs to have it included in the conference journal. 26 
 27 
 28 


