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TITLE: 0PPOSE GUN VIOLENCE FOR THE PROTECTION OF ALL, ESPECIALLY CHILDREN & 1 
YOUTH END GUN VIOLENCE THROUGH EDUCATION AND OTHER EFFORTS (2001, 2004, 2 
Revised 2007, Revised 2010, Revised 2013) 3 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL: Methodist Federation for Social Action 4 
SPOKESPERSON: LoErna Simpson 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS:  1863 NW Estaview Dr, Corvallis, OR 97330 6 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL:. l.simpson@comcast.net 7 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE:  541-619-1379 8 
This petition is a revision of an existing Standing Resolution. 9 
AMENDED IN YELLOW, ADD IN BOLD, DELETE IN STRIKEOUT 10 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY RECOMMENDATION: 22 YES, 2 NO, 0 ABSTAIN 11 
 12 
Text of the Standing Resolution as it would appear in the Conference Journal: 13 
The Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference stands in public witness against all gun violence in towns, cities  14 
and rural areas in Oregon and Idaho and across the United States, especially gun violence which kills 15 
and injures children and youth. Although law-abiding citizens should be able to buy and keep 16 
firearms, there are sensible gun laws that we insist upon when it comes to gun ownership and ending 17 
gun violence. With ownership of guns comes responsibility. Thus we call upon our churches and 18 
individuals to join national, state and local commitments against gun violence in America, consistent 19 
with actions in Resolution 3426, ‘Gun Violence’ in the Book of Resolutions of the United Methodist 20 
Church 2012, pages 490-493. The United Methodist Church must respond to this growing tragedy of 21 
thousands of American deaths by guns each year and discuss what role the church should take in 22 
facilitating dialogue to address and stop this situation, while acknowledging and educating people 23 
that gun violence occurs in all age categories and in domestic and sexual violence, mass shootings, 24 
gang attacks, suicides, and accidental shootings. 25 
 26 
The following actions should be taken: 27 
• “Educate the United Methodist community including parents, children, youth, and the elderly  28 
on all aspects of gun safety, as well as violence prevention, adult responsibility around gun  29 
violence prevention, and the public health impact of gun violence.” [2012 Resolution 3426, Gun  30 
Violence]. This information should be shared with others in their community. 31 
• Adults should always provide adequate locked gun cabinet storage for all guns wherever they  32 
are located. 33 
• Adults should foster a climate of nonviolent conflict resolution in their homes, children’s  34 
schools, congregations and community. 35 
• Adults should educate themselves regarding media rating systems, and monitor and decrease  36 
the places where gun violence is shown, watched or engaged in by children, youths or other  37 
adult. This includes gun violence in television programs, movies, the internet and video games.  38 
Adults should discuss with children and youth in their home and their community why gun  39 
violence is harmful. 40 
• Research community needs and provide local alternatives to violence for people of all ages in  41 
the community so they can be safe and protected, engaged in safe, interactive situations. We  42 
acknowledge that gun violence can involve people in all age categories and in many ways-  43 
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accidental shootings, mass shootings, suicides and gang attacks. Talk about this crisis in church. 1 
• “Identify community-based, state, and national organizations working of the issue of gun  2 
violence and seek their assistance to plan and design education and prevention workshops on  3 
gun violence.” [2012 Resolution 3426, Gun Violence].   Three such organizations include: Ceasefire 4 
Oregon (www.ceasefireoregon.org ) with programs encouraging voluntary gun take-back and buy-5 
back days, and the ASK national campaign (Asking Saves Kids) that urges parents to ask other parents 6 
if there’s a gun in their home where the children go to play, since guns can be found in 40% of 7 
Oregon homes; Moms Demand Action on Gun Sense in America (www.momsdemandaction.org ) 8 
with Oregon chapters in Portland, and Mid-Willamette Valley, and Southern Oregon, while other 9 
chapters could be organized in OR and ID communities; and Brady Campaign to Stop Gun Violence, 10 
with Portland and Eugene/Lane County chapters, (www.bradycampaign.org/). Brady Campaign 11 
reported that in August 2015 background checks can now be conducted everywhere in Oregon. 12 
Idaho does not require any background checks and allows online gun sales.  Brady State Scorecard 13 
for Oregon gun laws was 15 points and for Idaho 2 points out of 100, indicating our communities 14 
have weak gun laws which can allow gun violence. 15 
• “Develop advocacy groups within local and regional congregations for the reduction of  16 
availability of guns in society, including handguns, assault weapons, automatic weapons and  17 
conversion kits, large capacity ammunition magazines, and guns that cannot be detected by  18 
traditional metal- detection devices. These advocacy groups can be linked to community-based,  19 
state and national organizations working on gun and violence issues.” [2012 Resolution 3426,  20 
Gun Violence]  21 
• “Support federal legislation in the US Congress to regulate the importation, manufacturing,  22 
sale, and possession of guns and ammunition by the general public. Such legislation should  23 
include provisions for the registration and licensing of gun purchasers and owners, appropriate  24 
background investigation and waiting periods prior to gun purchase, and regulation of  25 
subsequent sale.” [2012 Resolution 3426, Gun Violence]  26 
• “Call upon the federal and state governments to provide significant assistance to victims of gun  27 
violence and their families.” (2012 Resolution 3426, Gun Violence) 28 
• Call upon United Methodists to prayerfully address gun violence in their local context. One of the 29 
ways in which to prevent gun violence may include the following:  United Methodist congregations 30 
may  are encouraged to display signs that prohibit carrying guns onto church property. 31 
 32 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 33 
What will this action accomplish? 34 
People will be encouraged to learn more about gun safety for all… children, teens, adults, and the 35 
elderly. 36 
 37 
Why is it important? 38 
Guns are owned by many people in the U.S., so it is very important that people are knowledgeable 39 
about their proper use and care. Guns may provide a variety of benefits, such as safety from vicious 40 
animals, or during deadly attacks from strangers or enemies. Sportsmen use guns to provide food, 41 
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such as quail, pheasants, deer, and other game. Sharpshooters enjoy increasing their skill in 1 
marksmanship.  2 
However, there are other facts and skills about guns that are needed to keep ones-self and others 3 
safe in various situations. Young children are curious with everything, so locked gun safes are 4 
essential in homes. Some youths may be confused, depressed and suicidal. Serious accidents may 5 
happen when a gun is loaded. Guns can cause deaths and their surviving family members are stricken 6 
with grief.  Knowledge regarding gun safety is extremely important. Many churches are known as 7 
sanctuaries and. safe places and migrants in dire circumstances have found sanctuary in houses of 8 
faith. United Methodist congregations may display signs that prohibit carrying guns onto church 9 
property. Following Jesus Christ’s teaching, United Methodist members value all lives and deplore 10 
killings. 11 
 12 
How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 13 
Costs are minimal, involving staff time and pages in the journal. 14 
 15 
 16 


