
 
 
 

AR-F: Additional supporting material – Text of proposed letter: 
 
The United Methodist Church has a long, proud history of standing against injustice and oppression.  We have 
stood beside workers in the Civil Rights movement in the American South, with farm laborers in California and 
with our brothers and sisters fighting for change in Apartheid South Africa.  In these – and in many other 
campaigns for human rights and civil rights - boycott, divestment, and government sanctions (BDS) played 
important parts in the eventual success of the effort.  
 
Now the leaders of the Christian churches in Palestine have asked the church and the world to use these same 
strategies to help them fight for their freedom.  But, in the case of Palestine, this well-established peaceful, 
effective strategy has come under attack by those who believe in unquestioning support for the government of 
Israel.   
 
*In Oregon, three bills have been introduced into the Oregon legislature: SM1, SJM9, and SCR25. The 
Oregon/Idaho Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, comprising 180 churches and approximately 
45,000 congregants, opposes any state or federal legislation that seeks to restrict the right to address injustice 
through boycotts, divestment and sanctions.  
 
As an Annual Conference, we call on our elected officials to resist efforts to stifle the movement toward justice 
for Palestinians through the current wave of ‘anti-BDS’ legislation, including but not limited to the three bills cited 
above.           
 
In 2013, our Annual Conference created a Holy Land Task Force is to educate individuals and congregations about 
the reality of life for Palestinians living under the illegal Israeli occupation of their land.  Since that time, we have 
put a spotlight on companies whose business practices harm Palestinians and perpetrate this Occupation.   
 
In 2015, we passed a resolution to divest our church holdings from three companies generally considered to be 
the “worst of the worst” in facilitating the Occupation – Motorola, Caterpillar and Hewlett Packard.  We are 
currently considering additional legislation that would encourage churches to become “HP Free,” by boycotting 
the purchase of HP office equipment for church and individual offices. 
 
We are, therefore, deeply disturbed by the potential passage of proposed “Anti-BDS Bills,” SM1, SJM9 and SCR25, 
which would, among many other things, stigmatize our denomination – and every other faith body who supports 
Boycott Divestment and Sanctions (BDS).   
 
The creators of these resolutions have made many statements with which we strongly disagree.  There is, 
however, one point on which we do agree with the authors of SCR 25 – that the State of Oregon has a duty to 
defend the “inalienable right of free speech.”  These resolutions would stifle free speech by making pariahs – and 
potentially lawbreakers – of those of us who believe we have not only a right, but an obligation, to speak for the 
voiceless – with both our words and our actions.   
 
Boycott, divestment, and sanctions are non-violent and effective actions that are important tools for change that 
fit with our understanding of the way of Jesus. Although the BDS campaign for Palestine was initiated by Christian 
leaders, it is supported by Muslim leaders and also by some in the Jewish community.   
 
We urge you to vote “no” for legislation that would stifle free speech – and “yes” for freedom for the Palestinian 
people. 
 
/s/ signed 
 
* Italicized content is specific to pending legislation in the Oregon Legislature, and would not be included in 
letters to Idaho Legislature or US Congress. 
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