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 11 
 12 
Text of the Standing Resolution as it would appear in the Conference Journal: 13 

Our planet with its life-nourishing balance of water, air, nutrients and climate is a precious gift and 14 
sacred trust from our Creator.  Climate scientists continue to warn with increasing urgency that we 15 
humans are inflicting dangerous damage to this gift, - being virtually unanimous in their peer 16 
reviewed reports saying that continuing growth of greenhouse gas emissions is pushing our planet 17 
toward catastrophic climate change.   18 

Furthermore, the human produced emissions are coming mainly from the developed countries and 19 
wealthier peoples, while it is the less developed countries and peoples living in poverty who are least 20 
able to cope with resulting droughts, floods, growing food shortages, rising sea levels and other 21 
extreme weather events.  Reduction of the air and water pollution that results from burning fossil 22 
fuels will also have measurable benefits for the health of people and the environment regardless 23 
of climate change. 24 

Finally, in many places population growth itself continues to stress our planet as a driver of climate 25 
change, food shortages and rapid species loss, while it is widely forecast that business as usual during 26 
the next 40 years will add another 2 billion people to our planet.  27 

We, as the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference, affirm that as people of faith living in one of the 28 
world’s wealthiest nations our responsibilities include considering the adoption of science-based 29 
lifestyle changes and policies that will reduce human produced greenhouse gases; divesting from 30 
fossil fuel enterprises which are increasing greenhouse gases; promoting attitudes and policies that 31 
reduce human population growth to sustainable levels, and assisting the globe’s most vulnerable 32 
populations to adapt to climate change.  So may we move toward humanity’s reconciliation with this 33 
awesome God-given life-sustaining place called earth. 34 

 35 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 36 

What will this action accomplish? We will encourage churches to build understandings and 37 
commitments enabling individuals and congregations to care about and advocate for crucially 38 
important science based changes in life-styles and public policies. 39 

Why is it important? It has to do with our helping salvage a livable planet for the future as expressing 40 
our love for God who created and affirmed all life on our planet to be very good.  41 
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How will this action be carried out? By whom? Conference and congregational leaders along with 1 
people called Methodist will care about and study these matters in a way that leads to informed life 2 
style changes and informed support for appropriate public policies. 3 

How much will it cost? Where will the money come from? There will be no additional cost because 4 
this does not involve an additional program, but will come to be seen as an important part of the 5 
main mission of the church. 6 


