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Dear Friends, 
 
We have just returned from six weeks “outside”.  We left 
Alaska on October 5 and got back to Ketchikan 4,380.5 
miles later on November 13th.   Thank you to all who 
organized our travels, fed us, housed us and made us feel 
welcomed. 
 

Our first stop was at the General Board of Global Ministries 
office in New York City.  We arrived the day after it was 
announced that GBGM would be moving within two years 
to Atlanta. The staff were processing the personal 
implications.  “When do I start looking for a new job now?  
Do I hope that I will be asked to move to Atlanta?  When 
could I expect to know? Do I take early retirement?”  These 
are difficult decisions.  Please be in prayer for them. 
 

Even with the distraction the people we met showed us a 
high level of commitment to support and care for 
missionaries around the world and to see that the 
countless programs continue without interruption.  It was 
fun to visit Patrick Friday who is the director to the In-
Mission-Together program.  We had served with him and 
his wife, Hannah in Latvia.  
 

Of course we took the subway to Times Square.  Ev loved 
the energy and intensity that only New York can exude.  
Teri was quite happy to move along. From New York we 
took Amtrak to Rhode Island.  It was a joy to visit Ev’s 
family.  We had not been there in 6 and half years. After 
living among our beloved Sitka spruce and cedar trees it 
was a delightful contrast to see the New England Fall 
colors. 
 

Ev preached 3 times in Wilmington, MA before we headed 
to Wells, ME.  We stayed with Sam and Donna Johnson 
whom we know from our time in Moscow, Russia.  They 
arranged for us to speak a couple times. 
 

On October 18 we traveled to Redwood Falls, MN.  Ev 
preached there and then following a potluck we talked in 
more detail about the work God is doing in Alaska and 
particularly in Ketchikan through the UMC’s hospitality 
ministries of the Hostel and Day Shelter.  Next we were on 
our way to North Dakota.  We had a couple open days so 
we visited the International Peace Garden on the Canadian 
border.  We found it to be a truly remarkable place which 
celebrates the longest unguarded border in the world.  The 
9/11 memorial includes some of the girders from the 
World Trade Center.  A surprise was seeing a greenhouse 
containing the world’s largest cactus collection with 
samples from Africa, South America and North America.  
The International Peace Garden is beautifully laid out with 
plenty of opportunities for quiet reflection interrupted 
only by the chimes that echo across the Park every hour.  
Since it was fall we missed the bloom of hundreds of 
species of flowers and trees. 
 

As we drove our rental car 3580.5 miles across the Dakota 
highways and country roads the farmers were driving their 
combines back forth across their fields.  God has blessed 
America with astounding abundance.  So much corn and 
soybeans were coming in to the grain elevators that 
enormous piles were arranged on the ground surrounding 
the elevators. 
 

Between speaking engagements Teri grabbed every 
opportunity to ride the combines and tractors with his 
cousins.  He also enjoyed participating in “working” the 
cattle as the calves were weaned and inoculated. He also 
helped with the branding and dehorning of 175 steers.  
Teri enjoys the farm as much as Ev enjoys the big city. 

 
A highlight was the Streeter, ND Buffalo Feed. This annual 
event raise funds for organizations in Streeter. With a 
population of 200 (that’s on the high side) it is an all hands 
on deck event. We helped slice vegetables for the soup. It 
took a coordinated effort to prep and serve 950 lbs. 

North Highland UMC in Aberdeen, SD annual winter 
coat give away. We helped sort 800 coats. 



potatoes, 450 lbs. onions, 1,400 lbs. of buffalo, 60 gal of 
soup, 50 gal homemade cranberry sauce and 50 gal of 
coleslaw. Yummy tummies for 1,400 people. 
 

We thank Jodi Cataldo for making the arrangements for us 
to speak across the eastern Dakotas.  We had served with 
Jodi and Chet in Lithuania.   
 

We managed to visit our grandchildren in Bonney Lake, 
WA for a couple days. (Their parents, Anna and Joe, were 
included in the package.)  We returned to Ketchikan on 
November 13. 
 

We are now happily back home in Ketchikan “processing” 
our experiences.  We find it encouraging to know that 
people are praying for us and express their support for us 
and the ministries we serve at Ketchikan UMC.  We were 
the ecipients of so many acts of gracious hospitality. We 
are humbled. 

 
We are excited to let you know that plans are under way 

for this year’s UMC #GivingTuesday! 
 

On December 2, you can extend the spirit of giving thanks 
into the Advent season by participating in UMC 
#GivingTuesday. Every gift made online through The 
Advance at www.umcmission.org/give on Dec. 2 will be 
matched up to $1 million.* 
 

*Global Ministries will allocate the matching funds dollar 
for dollar up to the first $1 million in gifts to Advance 
projects received online on Dec. 2 between 12 a.m. and 
11:59 p.m. EST.  
 

A maximum of $2,500 per individual gift to a project will 
be dispersed as matching funds. A project may receive a 
maximum of $25,000 in matching funds. 
 

Last year on UMC #GivingTuesday, United Methodists 
collectively raised a record $6.5 million on line in through 
The Advance. 11,000 individuals and churches in 34 
countries gave more than 16,300 gifts to mission and 
ministries they believe in.  
 

UMC #GivingTuesday is part of an international 
movement to extend the spirit of giving thanks into the 
Advent season. It offers an opportunity to start off the 

holiday season by giving instead of getting by supporting 
organizations that are transforming the world. 
 

Visit www.umcmission.org/give to search for Advance 
projects and give. 
 
When Methodists are United... 
When Methodists are united . . .  we provide an alternative 
to the recent US consumer driven shopping traditions of 
Black Friday, Local Business Saturday, and Cyber Monday. 
UMC #GivingTuesday offers an opportunity to start off the 
holiday season by giving instead of getting through 
supporting organizations and missionaries that have been 
researched and approved by the United Methodist 
General Board of Global Ministries. And 100% of all gifts 
made through The Advance are given directly to the 
designated project. 
 

Since its founding in 1948, The Advance has helped 
channel more than 3 million gifts totaling more than $1 
billion dollars to thousands of projects and ministries. 
 
Thank you for your commitment to living out God’s 
mission.  
 
Here are 4 Advance Specials which we suggest you 
consider for #GivingTuesday or any time of the year. 
 

Alaska UM Churches  # 931027 
Evelyn’s Salary Support # 10832Z 
Teri’s Salary Support  # 10831Z 
Downtown Ministry – Day Shelter  #3020487 

 
Our hearts are filled with gratitude for what Christ has 
done and for friends news and old. As the apostle Paul 
wrote to the Philippians: “We thank God for every 
remembrance of you.” 
 
Teri and Ev 
 

Teri and Evelyn Erbele 
erbele@gmail.com everbele@yahoo.com 
 
PO Box 8515 / 400 Main Street 
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 

First City Homeless Services and AmazonSmile 
If you haven't heard about AmazonSmile.com, check it out. 

Amazon donates .5% of your total purchases to the non-profit 
of your choice. It only takes a few minutes to set it up. Then log 
into AmazonSmile instead of just Amazon.  

Amazon smile. You show. Amazon gives 

http://www.umcmission.org/give
http://www.umcmission.org/Giving-Tuesday/umcmission-give
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