
STANDING RESOLUTION #3 1 
2022 OREGON-IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2 

 3 
TITLE:   Supporting Disaffiliation for the Cause of Full Inclusion  4 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL: Suzanne Knight, the First United 5 
Methodist Church of Eugene  6 
SPOKESPERSON: Suzanne Knight  7 
 8 
This petition is a new Standing Resolution. 9 
 10 
Text of the Standing Resolution as it would appear in the Conference Journal: 11 
 12 
 If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy 13 
gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries 14 
and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have 15 
love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I 16 
may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 17 
 18 
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does 19 
not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, 20 
but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 21 
all things. 22 
 23 
Love never ends… And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of 24 
these is love. (1 Corinthians 13:1-8a; 13).  25 
  26 
United Methodist teachings on human sexuality have done im measurable harm to 27 
LGBTQ+ people around the world, for decades.   28 
 29 
There is no evidence to suggest that efforts to amend our Book of Discipline to be 30 
more kind to LGBTQ+ people will be successful in the foreseeable future.   31 
 32 
Some local churches are willing to continue to work for change in the Book of 33 
Discipline.  Some local churches are unwilling to wait any longer for changes to be 34 
made to the Book of Discipline.   35 
 36 
The Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference, its staff, leaders and representatives, should 37 
facilitate at every opportunity, and at minimal expense to the local chur ch, the efforts of 38 
local churches committed to the cause of full inclusion, to disaffiliate from the United 39 
Methodist denomination and thereby stop participating in a global denomination that is 40 
actively doing harm to LGBTQ+ people. 41 
___________________________________________________________________________ 42 

 43 



SUPPORTING INFORMATION 44 
 45 
What will this action accomplish?  46 
 47 
This action will empower the Oregon -Idaho Annual Conference, its staff, leaders and 48 
representatives, to facilitate at minimal expense to the lo cal church, the efforts of local 49 
churches committed to the cause of full inclusion, to disaffiliate from the United 50 
Methodist denomination and thereby stop participating in a global denomination that is 51 
actively doing harm to LGBTQ+ people.  make it less d ifficult for local churches to 52 
disaffiliate from the United Methodist denomination.  53 
 54 
Why is it important?  55 
 56 
United Methodist teachings on human sexuality have done immeasurable harm to 57 
LGBTQ+ people around the world, for decades.   58 
 59 
There is no evidence to suggest that efforts to amend our Book of Discipline to be 60 
more kind to LGBTQ+ people will be successful in the foreseeable future.   61 
 62 
Some local churches are willing to continue to work for change in the Book of 63 
Discipline.  Some local churches are unwill ing to wait any longer for changes to be 64 
made to the Book of Discipline.   65 
 66 
The Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference should make it as easy as possible for local 67 
churches committed to the cause of full inclusion, to stop participating in a global 68 
denomination that is actively doing harm to LGBTQ+ people.     69 
 70 
How will it be carried out? By whom?  71 
 72 
This standing resolution will be implemented by whoever negotiates disaffiliation 73 
agreements for the Annual Conference.   74 
 75 
How much will it cost? Where will the money come from?   76 
 77 
This action request may reduce the amount of money that the annual conference might 78 
receive from future disaffiliations.  However, the conference budget does not currently 79 
include any forecasted revenue from disaffiliations, nor does the conference budget 80 



include any contingencies for churches potentially disaffiliating.  This action request 81 
therefore does  not impact the conference 2022 budget, or the proposed 2023 82 
conference budget.   83 


