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 7 
This petition is a Replacement of an existing Standing Resolution (rewritten) 8 
 9 
Text of the Standing Resolution as it would appear in the Conference Journal: 10 
 11 
We call upon all United Methodist churches in the Oregon-Idaho Conference to engage in the 12 
following: 13 

● Advocate for legislation that will uphold the civil and human rights of all migrants in the 14 
United States and will provide an opportunity to attain legal status for all undocumented 15 
migrants currently in the United States, as well as for those arriving in the future. 16 
 17 

● Denounce and oppose the rise of xenophobic, racist, and violent reactions against 18 
migrants in the United States, and support all efforts to build relationships among people, 19 
instead of building walls among diverse ethnicities and cultures. 20 

 21 
● Welcome all immigrants into our congregations. 22 

 23 
● Oppose the building of a wall between the United States and Mexico, which the 24 

communities of both sides of the border oppose. 25 
 26 
 27 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 28 
 29 
What will this action accomplish?   30 
It will demonstrate that Oregon-Idaho Churches are following God’s wishes that all people are 31 
viewed as important and deserving of respect and help 32 
 33 
Why is it important? 34 
Throughout the Bible, God’s people are called to love migrants. From Genesis to Revelation, we see that 35 
God desires that we help the most vulnerable in our midst, especially the sojourner. Leviticus issues a call 36 
to love the sojourners in our midst, treating them as if they were one of our citizens. (Leviticus 19:33-34) 37 
Hebrews tells us that in opening our homes to guests, we may be “entertaining angels without knowing 38 
it.” (Hebrews 13:2) 39 
The United Methodist Church states that “at the center of Christian faithfulness to Scripture is 40 
the call we have been given to love and welcome the sojourner. We call upon all United 41 
Methodist churches to welcome newly arriving migrants in their communities, to love them as 42 
we do ourselves, to treat them as one of our native-born, to see in them the presence of the 43 
incarnated Jesus, and to show hospitality to the migrants in our midst, believing that through 44 



their presence we are receiving the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ.” (Book of 45 
Resolutions, 3281) 46 
  47 
How will it be carried out? By whom? 48 
 It will be carried out by justice seeking members of United Methodist Churches in the Oregon-49 
Idaho conference 50 
 51 
How much will it cost? Where will the money come from? 52 
Money for this work will come from individuals and groups that want to seek justice for 53 
immigrants. There would also be the possibility for grants through the conference Peace with 54 
Justice fund. 55 
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