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TITLE: NATIONAL HEALTH CARE REFORM (2010, 2013, revised 2016) 1 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL: Methodist Federation for Social Action 2 
SPOKESPERSON: Rev. Karen Nelson  3 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS: 1367 Erika Ave. NE, Keizer, OR 97303 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL: pastorkaren@gknelson.net 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE: 503-957-6815 6 
This petition is a renewal of an existing Standing Resolution (minor changes). 7 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY RECOMMENDATION:  23 YES, 1 NO, 0 ABSTAIN 8 
 9 
Text of the Standing Resolution as it would appear in the Conference Journal: 10 
The health care system in the United States is predominantly provided through for-profit insurance 11 
companies whose annual rates rise dramatically, whose incentive is to provide the least care for the 12 
maximum profit, and who leave a staggering number of persons without health care. According to 13 
widely published reports, our health care system costs each person nearly twice as much as any 14 
other nation while delivering lower quality outcomes. Accordingly Our current health care delivery 15 
system is incompatible with United Methodist understanding of the Gospel as expressed in our Social 16 
Principles. Paragraph 162V (of the 2008 2012 Book of Discipline) declares that health care is a “basic 17 
human right” and that the “government has a responsibility to provide all citizens with health care.” 18 
that "providing the care needed to maintain health, prevent disease, and restore health after 19 
injury or illness is a responsibility each person owes others and government owes to all, a 20 
responsibility government ignores at its peril." 21 
Therefore, the OR-ID Annual Conference supports Healthcare health care being available to all 22 
persons of all ages to provide comprehensive care (including vision and dental). Such a system is 23 
inclusive, effective, and affordable, equitable and secure and reflects our UM Social Principles. 24 
 25 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 26 
What will this action accomplish? 27 
Our US health care system will be greatly improved if comprehensive health care is available to all. 28 
While significant improvements have been made with the Affordable Care Act, there are still too 29 
many people without health care. In a 2015 study conducted by National Public Radio, the Robert 30 
Wood Johnson Foundation and the Harvard Chan School, it was found that two years after the 31 
Affordable Care Act took effect people are still dealing with high health care costs, difficulty finding a 32 
doctor, and not getting the health care they need. 33 

Why is it important? 34 
It will reflect our Social Principles, that health care is a human right.35 
 36 
How will it be carried out?  By whom? 37 
UMC members need to support our national and state leaders to carry this out and actively 38 
participate in organized groups working for comprehensive health care for all. 39 
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How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 1 
No monetary cost, just time and effort in actively supporting this change. Cost of publishing in the 2 
Conference Journal. 3 


