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TITLE: OPPOSE THE TRANS PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP (TPP) FREE TRADE AGREEMENT (2013) 1 
 2 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL: Methodist Federation for Social Action 3 
SPOKESPERSON: Claudia Roberts 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS: 5328 NE 40th Ave, Portland, OR 97211 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL: clarobb@juno.com 6 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE: 503-284-9182 7 
This petition is a revision of an existing Standing Resolution.  8 
AMENDED IN YELLOW, ADD IN BOLD, DELETE IN STRIKEOUT 9 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY RECOMMENDATION:  21 YES, 2 NO, 1 ABSTAIN 10 
 11 
Text of the Standing Resolution as it would appear in the Conference Journal: 12 
 13 
According to the advocacy group Public Citizen: “In early November 2015, after seven years of 14 
close-door negotiations with the public, press and policymakers locked out, the final TPP text was 15 
released. In chapter after chapter, the final text is worse than expected, with the demands of the 16 
500 official U.S. trade advisers representing corporate interests satisfied to the detriment of the 17 
public interest. The text reveals that the pact replicates many of the most controversial terms of 18 
past pacts that promote job offshoring and push down U.S. wages. If passed, the TPP would: 19 

• make it easier for big corporations to ship our jobs overseas, pushing down our wages and 20 
increasing income inequality, 21 

• flood our country with unsafe imported food, 22 
• jack up the cost of medicines by giving big pharmaceutical corporations new monopoly 23 

rights to keep lower cost generic drugs off of the market, 24 
• empower corporations to attack our environmental and health safeguards, 25 
• ban ‘Buy American’ policies needed to create green jobs, 26 
• roll back Wall Street reforms, 27 
• sneak in SOPA-like [Stop Online Piracy Act] threats to internet freedom, 28 
• and undermine Human Rights” 29 

 30 
For more information please check out www.publiccitizen.org. 31 
 32 
We urge churches and members of the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference of the United Methodist 33 
Church to oppose the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) Free Trade Agreement being negotiated among 34 
the Pacific Rim nations including the United States. Standing Resolution #19 National Fair Trade 35 
Policy (2009, renewed 2015) makes clear our Annual Conference support for Fair Trade and states 36 
that “we support the renegotiation of all existing `Free Trade’ agreements to reflect Fair Trade 37 
practices and principles.” As people of faith, we believe that international trade and investment 38 
systems should respect and promote the dignity of the human person, ensure the development and 39 
well-being of people in all nations, foster gender and racial equality, and lead to environmental 40 
sustainability. 41 
 42 

http://www.citizen.org/documents/analysis-tpp-text-november-2015.pdf
http://www.citizen.org/documents/tpp-nafta-on-steroids-infographic.png
http://www.citizen.org/documents/tpp-nafta-on-steroids-infographic.png
http://citizen.org/documents/prosperity-undermined.pdf
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION 1 
What will this action accomplish? 2 
The Oregon-Idaho Conference will continue to stand with the General Board of Church and Society in 3 
opposing this trade agreement that would have a significant impact on trade policy that will 4 
negatively impact businesses on the West Coast specifically.  The NAFTA and CAFTA trade 5 
agreements have contributed to the impoverishment of Mexico and other Central American 6 
countries that have forced people to seek residency in the United States.   7 
 8 
Why is it important? 9 
If this pact is enacted, there will be a negative impact on people living in Oregon and Idaho. 10 
 11 
How will it be carried out?  By whom? 12 
The Resolution will be published in the Journal of the Oregon-Idaho Conference and will provide 13 
information to all United Methodist regarding why this agreement is being opposed and talking 14 
points to share with others including their congressional delegations. 15 
 16 
How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 17 
The only cost will be for publishing the resolution in the conference journal. 18 
 19 
 20 


