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This petition is a revision of an existing Standing Resolution (major revision). 8 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY RECOMMENDATION:  18 YES, 4 NO, 2 ABSTAIN 9 
 10 
What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness and to walk humbly with 11 
your God (Micah 6:8).  Truly I tell you, just as you did it to the least of these who are the members of 12 
my family you did it to me (Matthew 25:40). 13 
 14 
We affirm Israel’s right to exist within permanent, recognized and secure borders, and we affirm  15 
the Palestinians’ rights to self-determination and formation of a viable state with secure borders and 16 
air space, water rights, and passage rights to the land in their state, whether it is through a one-state 17 
or two-state solution. 18 
 19 
The General Conference in 2004, 2008, and 2012 resolved that, “The United Methodist Church 20 
opposes continued military occupation of the West Bank, Gaza, and East Jerusalem, the confiscation 21 
of Palestinian land and water resources, the destruction of Palestinian homes, the continued building 22 
of illegal Jewish settlements, and any vision of a ‘Greater Israel’ that includes the occupied territories 23 
and the whole of Jerusalem and its surroundings.” [Book of Resolutions, 2012, Para. 6111, pg 812]. 24 
 25 
We are called to support members of Christ’s church around the world, including Palestinian 26 
Christians who, along with their Muslim neighbors, are being forced to leave the Holy Land due to 27 
Israel’s confiscation of their property and the severe hardships of living under the illegal Israeli 28 
occupation of their land. 29 
 30 
The illegal destruction of Palestinian homes and economy, the confiscation of Palestinian land, and 31 
the loss of Palestinian lives, including primarily innocent children and civilians, are made possible by 32 
the use of armored bulldozers, helicopters, gunships, tanks and other equipment supplied to Israel; 33 
while destruction of Israeli property, violence, and loss of innocent Israeli lives are made possible by 34 
the use of mortars, guns and bombs supplied to Palestinians. This creates personal harm on both 35 
sides and simply increases profits for national and multinational corporations who manufacture and 36 
sell these weapons. using such deadly activities. 37 
 38 
The Kairos Palestine Document was issued by 16 Palestinian Christian leaders in Bethlehem on 39 
December 11, 2009 (and has now been signed by over 1200 Palestinian Christians). and  It calls on 40 
churches of the world: “to take a position of truth with regard to Israel’s occupation of Palestinian 41 
land. ...We see boycott and disinvestment as tools of non-violence for justice, peace and security for 42 
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all. ... We repeat once again that this is not revenge but rather a serious action in order to reach a 1 
just and definitive peace that will put an end to Israeli occupation of Palestinian and other Arab 2 
territories and will guarantee security and peace for all.” Kairos Palestine Document, December 11, 3 
2009, #6.3 and 7, at [http://www. oikoumene.org/fileadmin/files/wcc-4 
main/2009pdfs/Kairos%20Palestine_Enpdf ]. 5 
 6 
The United Methodist Church should not profit from the illegal Israeli occupation of Palestinian land 7 
or the destruction of Palestinian homes, orchards, and lives. Our church is committed to ensuring 8 
that our Church’s finances are used in a manner consistent with Christ’s teaching, our beliefs, and 9 
international law. The Investment Ethics resolution states our policy on Avoidance by Divestment: 10 
“This policy prohibits investment in enterprises that have policies or practices that are so morally 11 
reprehensible that investment in these companies is not tolerated by the church. ...Historically many 12 
church investors have refused to invest in major military contractors, companies with nuclear 13 
weapons contracts, or companies when they were doing business in South Africa under apartheid, 14 
[Book of Resolutions, 2008, Para. 4071, p 592]. 15 
 16 
We affirm the 2012 statements calling “on all nations to prohibit any financial support by individuals 17 
or organizations for the construction and maintenance of settlements; and also to prohibit the 18 
import of products made by companies in Israeli settlements on Palestinian land.” [Book of 19 
Resolutions, 2012, Para. 6111, p 813], and we further affirm this Annual Conference’s passage of a 20 
resolution directing “the Conference Treasurer/Benefits Officer, and the Northwest United 21 
Methodist Foundation to the best of their abilities…divest all Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference 22 
funds from stock held in Caterpillar, Motorola Solutions, and Hewlett-Packard, and continue to 23 
exclude these companies from the Orego-Idaho Annual Conference investments until these 24 
companies end their involvement with the illegal Israeli occupation of Palestine…” [AR 06, 25 
“Aligning Investment With Values Regarding Palestine and Israel” 2015 Journal, page 144]. 26 
 27 
We encourage Oregon-Idaho members of the United Methodist Church to call on our U.S. 28 
government, the government of Israel, and the elected Palestinian leadership to reject all acts of 29 
aggression and violence, to respect the equality and dignity of all the region’s people, and to forge 30 
solutions based on the principles of law and human rights. 31 
 32 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 33 
 34 
What will this action accomplish? Reminding people that the United Methodist Church has taken, 35 
and continues to take, positions on the illegal Israeli occupation of Palestine, and that we, as 36 
Christians (and as human beings!) need to keep taking steps that contribute to peace in the Holy 37 
Land. 38 
 39 
Why is it important?  The inhumane treatment of Palestinians on their own land started May 15, 40 
1948 with the establishment of the State of Israel - “Independence Day” for the Israelis – “Nakba 41 
Day” for the Palestinians.  The Occupation has continued in the face of numerous UN resolutions 42 
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(which the US has voted against in the interests of maintaining its relationship with Israel), and 1 
countless attempts at a “peace process” that have been doomed from the start because of the 2 
inability of the US to be a “neutral broker” for peace.  It is time for the Church to increase its 3 
awareness of this issue, and to do what it can towards peace in the region.    4 
 5 
How will it be carried out?  By whom? 6 
By publishing it in the Journal, members of our Annual Conference will become aware of it, and will 7 
hopefully share their increased awareness with others. 8 
  9 
How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 10 
No additional cost except for the cost of compiling and publishing the journal. 11 
 12 
 13 
 14 


