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TITLE: Opposing Legislation Requiring Restraining Order Against Survivors in Cases of 1 
Domestic Violence 2 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL: The Wesley Foundation 3 
SPOKESPERSON: Warren Light, Jordan Henderson, and Wesley Student Interns 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS: 2520 Harris Street 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL: uowesleycenter@gmail.com 6 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE: 541.654.8144 7 
This petition is a New Standing Resolution 8 
AMENDED IN YELLOW, ADD IN BOLD, DELETE IN STRIKE-OUT 9 
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 27 YES; 0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN 10 
 11 
 12 
The deafening and disabling silence that has surrounded the abuse of women and children is being 13 

broken. We now know that overwhelming numbers of women and children in our churches and 14 
communities are being battered, raped, emotionally and psychologically abused, and physically 15 

and sexually assaulted. . . . The Social Principles of The United Methodist Church affirm the family 16 
as "the basic human community through which persons are nurtured and sustained in mutual love, 17 
responsibility, respect, and fidelity." Clearly violence and abuse cannot be tolerated within such an 18 

understanding. . . . People of faith should take the lead in calling for a just response by the 19 
community in the face of domestic violence and sexual abuse. . . .  20 

ADOPTED 2004, READOPTED 2008 Resolution #3423 21 
 22 
In keeping with the United Methodist principles, we, the Oregon Idaho Annual Conference offer 23 
support and advocacy for survivors of Domestic Violence [DV].  We oppose Oregon Senate Bill 652 24 
and any other legislation We oppose any legislation, such as Oregon Senate Bill 652 (2017 25 
Legislative Session) that requires survivors of DV who seek restraining orders have such orders 26 
automatically placed on themselves. We recognize that any restraining order requires a showing of 27 
cause, may be contested, affording due process. We believe that survivors of DV should have that 28 
right as do offenders. Survivors must not be treated more harshly or have fewer legal rights than 29 
anyone else.  30 
 31 
We call upon everyone, including elected representatives, to reject such inequities that are 32 
intentionally and/or unintentionally gender-based. We further affirm that God is love, loves all 33 
people, and abhors abusive violence in any family or home. We invite local ministry settings to 34 
offer support to survivors of Domestic Violence in keeping with the spirit of the healing Christ. 35 

 36 
 37 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 38 
What will this action accomplish? 39 
This SR indicates that the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference and local ministries are in solidarity with 40 
survivors of Domestic Violence. It is also a corrective to increasingly accepted sexism and gender 41 
inequity in the public sphere. 42 
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 2 
Why is it important? 3 
Much has been written about a political and cultural “war against women,” and yet the church has 4 
not always spoken about specific legal changes that impact the lives of survivors of Domestic 5 
Violence. This SR responds to a clear case of inequity. New proposed laws, including Oregon SB 652 6 
require that an automatic restraining order be placed on any survivor of Domestic Violence that has 7 
obtained a restraining order [RO] against their offender. Please note that the survivor must reach a 8 
burden of proof that she or he needs an RO, whereas the offender gets an automatic RO without 9 
providing any proof of need.  10 
 11 
In practice, the process of obtaining ROs is not a “given.”  The court may resist because of negative 12 
impact on the respondent’s life and/or livelihood. To have an RO placed upon a survivor without any 13 
showing of cause is discriminatory and cruel. It is specifically designed to keep the survivor from filing 14 
for an RO. SB 652 in Oregon is an example of such proposed legislation. SB 652 attempts to disguise 15 
its purpose by using the words, “restrains petitioner from directly or indirectly causing respondent to 16 
violate certain terms of Family Abuse Prevention Act order.”  It is still a “free” restraining order 17 
without proof of cause, and with heightened penalties. These proposals are propping up in other 18 
states as well. These acts discriminate against women, who are 8 times more likely to be the 19 
survivors of abuse [or non-surviving victims]. The Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference should stand with 20 
survivors in this case. Offenders are better off as well, in that those seeking treatment and wanting to 21 
change their behavior would not have a history of having restrained persons they have hurt. SB 652 22 
and similar laws exacerbates the problem and makes all less safe.  23 
 24 
How will it be carried out?  By whom? 25 
Actions, if any, may be carried out in local ministries as they choose. Conversations and studies 26 
would be helpful. We would encourage local ministry settings to share this SR as part of a more 27 
comprehensive conversation on supporting survivors and/or encouraging offenders to seek 28 
appropriate treatment. 29 
 30 
How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 31 
Staff time and pages in the journal have cost. Other than that, we foresee no involuntary costs for 32 
local ministry settings or the Annual Conference. 33 
 34 

SB 652 Follows:  35 
Addendum #1 36 

SB 652 - The following summary is not prepared by the sponsors of the measure and is not a part of the body 37 
thereof subject to consideration by the Legislative Assembly. It is an editor’s brief statement of the essential 38 

features of the measure as introduced. 39 

Establishes automatic restraining order against petitioner in Family Abuse Prevention Act proceeding that 40 
restrains petitioner from directly or indirectly causing respondent to violate certain terms of Family Abuse 41 
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Prevention Act order. Violation by petitioner may result in finding of contempt and provides respondent with 1 
affirmative defense in contempt proceeding. 2 

A BILL FOR AN ACT 3 

Relating to the Family Abuse Prevention Act. 4 

Be It Enacted by the People of the State of Oregon: 5 

SECTION 1. Section 2 of this 2017 Act is added to and made a part of ORS 107.700 to 107.735. 6 

SECTION 2. (1) After a petition for relief under ORS 107.710 has been filed and an order after an ex parte 7 
hearing has been issued and served in accordance with ORS 107.718, a re- straining order is in effect against 8 
the petitioner as provided in subsection (2) of this section until the order issued under ORS 107.718 is modified, 9 
set aside or expires, until the re- straining order is modified or revoked under subsection (5) of this section or 10 
ORS 107.730 (1), or until further order of the court. 11 

(2) The restraining order issued under subsection (1) of this section applies when the court’s order provides for 12 
relief to the petitioner under ORS 107.718 (1)(c), (g) or (i) or ORS 107.730 (1). 13 

(3) The restraining order issued under this section shall restrain the petitioner from directly or indirectly 14 
causing the respondent to violate the provisions of an order for relief under ORS 107.718 (1)(c), (g) or (i) or ORS 15 
107.730 (1). 16 

(4) A violation of this section: 17 

(a) May result in a finding of contempt against the petitioner; and 18 

(b) Provides the respondent with an affirmative defense to an allegation or charge of contempt for violation of 19 
an order issued under ORS 107.718 (1)(c), (g) or (i) or ORS 107.730 (1). 20 

(5) The petitioner restrained under this section may apply to the court for further orders to modify or revoke 21 
the restraining order issued under this section. 22 

(6) A copy of the restraining order issued under this section shall include a notice that the petitioner may 23 
request a hearing on the restraining order by filing a request for hearing with the court. The form shall be 24 
established by court rule and must include the terms of the restraining order described in this section. 25 

(7) A copy of the restraining order issued under this section must be attached to the order issued under ORS 26 
107.718 or ORS 107.730 and served upon the respondent, and a copy 27 

NOTE: Matter in boldfaced type in an amended section is new; matter [italic and bracketed] is existing law to 28 
be omitted. New sections are in boldfaced type. 29 

Sponsored by Senator KRUSE 30 

Senate Bill 652 SUMMARY 31 

79th OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY--2017 Regular Session 32 

LC 2494 33 

SB 652 — (1) must be provided to the petitioner by the clerk of the court upon issuance of the order. 34 


