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TITLE: Protecting the Right to Peacefully Address Injustice through Boycotts, Divestment and 1 
Sanctions  2 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL: Oregon-Idaho Holy Land Task Force/Oregon-Idaho 3 
Methodist Federation for Social Action (MFSA) 4 
SPOKESPERSON: Dee Poujade 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS: 2545 SW Terwilliger Blvd, Apt. 510, Portland OR 97201 6 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE: 503-299-4510 7 
This petition is:  A New Standing Resolution 8 
AMENDED IN YELLOW, ADD IN BOLD, DELETE IN STRIKE-OUT 9 
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 28 YES; 0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN 10 
 11 
 12 
Text of the Standing Resolution as it would appear in the Conference Journal: 13 
The Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church opposes any state or federal 14 
legislation that seeks to restrict the right to address injustice through boycotts, divestment and 15 
sanctions (BDS), such as current efforts any efforts by elected officials to stifle the movement 16 
toward justice for Palestinians through anti-BDS legislation;  17 
 18 
The Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference urges all United Methodist congregations and church 19 
members to contact their local, regional and national elected officials, to communicate this 20 
resolution and to advocate against anti-BDS legislation appearing anywhere in their state or country. 21 

 22 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 23 

What will this action accomplish? 24 
As Christians, we are called to be in fellowship with the body of Christ both near and far.  The 25 
Christian leadership in Palestine and Israel have been working for years to (1) dissuade their people 26 
from using violence in response to oppression, and (2) finding effective non-violent means by which 27 
to achieve justice. They have asked us, as Christians, to take the step of boycotting companies that 28 
profit from and contribute to the illegal occupation of Palestine and to divest from said companies.  29 
This Annual Conference has already voted to divest from three companies that have been identified 30 
as some of the worst offenders in this area, and the Conference financial bodies have been actively 31 
carrying out this divestment.   32 

The non-violent measures of Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) have long been recognized as 33 
effective tools to bring justice to oppressed people.  To de-legitimize or even criminalize such tools is 34 
against our principles as children of God, as well as being contrary to the First Amendment of the US 35 
Constitution as a curtailment of free speech. 36 

 37 
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Jesus calls us to be peacemakers and to use the instruments of peaceful persuasion.  BDS is such a 1 
tool, and we must actively resist those who would take it from us. We are committed to ensuring 2 
that we are free to act in a manner consistent with Christ’s teaching, our beliefs without the risk that 3 
such actions can be criminalized. 4 

Why is it important?   5 
Boycotts, divestment and sanctions (BDS) are constitutionally protected forms of free speech and 6 
protest that have often been used by people of conscience to effect positive social and political 7 
change.  In recent years, a wave of anti-BDS legislation has been proposed in the U.S. Congress and in 8 
state legislatures and public institutions across the United States, including those in Oregon and 9 
Washington.  Such legislation threatens to penalize the use of these time-honored nonviolent justice-10 
seeking actions. 11 
 12 
United Methodists and other religious communities have long used the nonviolent methods of 13 
boycotts, divestment and sanctions to stand in solidarity with oppressed people and to work for 14 
justice, and such advocacy measures by the United Methodist Church have proven to be useful tools 15 
in helping to bring about a wide range of constructive social change, including the strengthening of 16 
labor rights for farm workers in the United States and ending of apartheid in South Africa; and in 17 
2005, after studying the success of such efforts, a broad coalition of Palestinian civil society issued a 18 
call for a global movement of Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) to advance the Palestinians’ 19 
long-denied rights to self-determination, freedom, justice, and equality.  In 2009, Palestinian 20 
Christians echoed the call for boycott and divestment in their landmark document, Kairos Palestine: 21 
A Moment of Truth, an ecumenical confession of faith and urgent call to action often compared to 22 
the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Letter from a Birmingham Jail and other Christian manifestos 23 
written in times of crisis.  Kairos Palestine: A Moment of Truth has been signed by thousands of 24 
Palestinian Christians and endorsed by the 13 Patriarchs and Heads of Churches in Jerusalem. 25 

In recent years, the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference, along with more than a dozen other United 26 
Methodist Annual Conferences, have called for their own conference and/or the denomination to 27 
divest from companies that support and profit from the Israeli occupation of Palestinian land. 28 

In 2012, the United Methodist General Conference approved the resolution "Opposition to Israeli 29 
Settlements in Palestinian Land," {#6111) which calls on “all nations to prohibit...the import of 30 
products made by companies in Israeli settlements on Palestinian land,” i.e. calls for an international 31 
boycott of the Israeli settlements.  In 2016, the General Board of Pension and Health Benefits of the 32 
United Methodist Church announced that five Israeli banks would be excluded from their investment 33 
portfolios, explicitly because of those banks’ involvement in settlement construction in the occupied 34 
Palestinian territories. 35 

In the current political climate, it is more important than ever for people of faith to stand against the 36 
oppression of others, as well as to protect our Constitutional rights.  Not only does “anti-BDS” 37 
legislation discriminate against the Palestinian people; it also penalizes the rights of all people who 38 
would use their voices to protest against injustice in all forms.  As Christians – and as human beings – 39 
we must stand firm against injustice, in whatever form it presents itself. 40 
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How will it be carried out?  By whom?  1 
The Oregon-Idaho Holy Land Task Force will work with the Conference Secretary to compose a letter 2 
setting forth our position on so-called “Anti-BDS” legislation, and will identify those elected officials 3 
to whom such a letter will be sent.  4 

How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 5 
The cost of postage for the letters will be paid from funds that the Holy Land Task Force has 6 
designated for this purpose.  There will be no additional cost. 7 


