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TITLE:  About Book of Discipline Paragraph 2702.1b Entitled Chargeable Offenses and the 1 
Statue of Limitations--Living within the Discipline While Moving Forward with Ministry: The 2 
Sense of the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference (2014) 3 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL:  Oregon-Idaho Reconciling United Methodists  4 
SPOKESPERSON:  Jeanne Knepper 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS:  14945 SE Center St., Portland OR 97236 6 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL:  jgknepper@comcast.net 7 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE:  503-709-4107 8 
This petition is: a renewal of an existing Standing Resolution (no or minor revisions). 9 
AMENDED IN YELLOW, ADD IN BOLD, DELETE IN STRIKE-OUT 10 
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 25 YES; 2 NO; 1 ABSTAIN 11 
 12 
 13 
Text of the Standing Resolution as it would appear in the Conference Journal: 14 
Whereas the Constitution of The United Methodist Church reserves to the clergy members of each 15 
Annual conference the exclusive right to vote “on all matters relating to the character and 16 
conference relations of its clergy members,” [The Constitution, ¶33, 2012 2016 Book of Discipline, p. 17 
34]; 18 
And whereas The Book of Discipline establishes among the laws of the Church that “a bishop, clergy 19 
member of the annual conference, local pastor, clergy on honorable or administrative location or 20 
diaconal minister may be tried when charged” with “practices declared by The United Methodist 21 
Church to be incompatible with Christian teachings, including but not limited to: being a self-avowed 22 
practicing homosexual; or conducting ceremonies which celebrate homosexual unions; or performing 23 
same-sex wedding ceremonies” [2008 2016 Book of Discipline, ¶ 2702.1b], p. 776]; 24 
And whereas the Oregon Idaho Annual Conference has adopted resolutions that are specifically 25 
welcoming of people regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity; 26 
Be it hereby resolved that the sense of the Oregon Idaho-Annual Conference is that if any clergy 27 
member of the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference be charged with any of the above mentioned 28 
offenses, and after due Disciplinary process is tried and convicted of such an offense, an appropriate 29 
penalty to assign would be the suspension of said convicted minister from the exercise of pastoral 30 
office [2012 2016 Book of Discipline, ¶2711.3,  p. 795] for a period of 24 consecutive hours. 31 
 32 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 33 
What will this action accomplish? 34 
It will continue our public witness that we do not wish to impose harsh penalties on clergy who live 35 
by our stated values. This resolution must not, and cannot, bind a trial court, but it does express the 36 
sense of the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference.37 
 38 
Why is it important? 39 
As this conference lives out its commitment to welcome, it is important to consider the effects of our 40 
witness on the sincere and faithful clergy who carry out ministry in our conference.    41 
 42 



STANDING RESOLUTION - 8 
2017 OREGON-IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 

SR-8 (previously SR-H) 
 

How will it be carried out?  By whom? 1 
This is a statement of the sense, of the mind, of the Annual Conference.  It will be published in the 2 
Conference Journal for any or all to read.  It is not enforceable, nor should it be. 3 
 4 
How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 5 
There is no financial cost to the annual conference.   6 


