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AMENDED IN YELLOW, ADD IN BOLD, DELETE IN STRIKEOUT   8 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY RECOMMENDATION: 24 YES, 2 NO, 1 ABSTAIN   9 
 10 
 11 
I/We petition the Oregon-Idaho Annual conference to take the following action: 12 
Delete current Conference Rules 4.052 and 4.053, and replace them with a new Rule 4.059, as follows: 13 
 14 
4.052  All Members of the Annual Conference shall be entitled to receive at no charge a copy of the Annual 15 
Conference Journal within three months of the adjournment of the Annual Conference session. General 16 
distribution of the Journal to the membership may be in digital form with the option to substitute a printed 17 
copy by request. 18 
4.053  Each local ministry setting of the Annual Conference shall be entitled to receive at no charge two printed 19 
copies of the Conference Journal within three months of the adjournment of the Annual Conference session. A 20 
ministry setting may purchase additional print Journals at a price to be established by the Conference Secretary 21 
and relative to the cost of production. Orders for such additional Journals shall be placed with the Conference 22 
Secretary not later than thirty days following the adjournment of the Annual Conference Session. 23 
 24 
4.059  The downloadable Conference Journal shall be made publicly available online within two months of 25 
the adjournment of the Annual Conference session, with a “print-on-demand” publishing option also 26 
available. 27 
 28 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 29 
What will this action accomplish? 30 
Our tradition of providing Journals to conference members and ministry settings will continue, with greater 31 
flexibility to allow faster, more efficient production of the Journal, plus flexibility to accommodate those who 32 
enjoy the convenience and resources of a digital edition as well as those who prefer to procure a printed 33 
edition. By moving to print-on-demand (POD), we save at least $10,000 annually in printing Journals that often 34 
gather dust on church library shelves in order to conform with a rule that mandates two printed Journal sets in 35 
every ministry setting. Eliminating the lengthy process of printing and mailing the Journals allows us to change 36 
the publication deadline from “within three months of the adjournment” of annual conference to “within two 37 
months”—getting this important resource more quickly into the hands of those who use it. 38 
 39 
Why is it important?  40 
Even the General Agencies that require us to provide them with Journals have shifted to asking for digital 41 
versions as they seek to save shelf space and increase the availability of each Journal (it’s easier for staff to 42 
share a digital copy as opposed to a single printed copy). In Oregon-Idaho, we also value good stewardship of 43 
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our resources: we can save thousands of pages of paper, along with limited apportionment dollars, by moving 1 
to a widely available and portable digital resource (while keeping the paper option for those who choose POD). 2 
Our members tell us that the most-used section of the Journal is Volume 1, with its directories, appointment 3 
list, conference policies, and staff contact information. This data is already available on the conference website; 4 
the search tools for the web-based church and people directories provide up-to-date contact information for 5 
churches, ministry sites, clergy, and laity with conference leadership roles—unlike the paper directories, which 6 
are out-of-date as soon as they are printed.7 
 8 
How will it be carried out? By whom? 9 
The Conference Secretary will prepare the Journal for publication, both in digital and POD formats. The 10 
Conference Director of Communications will make the Journal available online on the conference website. The 11 
two will work together to inform conference members and ministry settings about online and POD options.12 
 13 
How much will it cost? Where will the money come from? 14 
This action would save at least $10,000 annually. 15 
 16 
 17 
 18 


