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SR-1 Standing on the Side of Love 

TITLE:  Standing on the Side of Love 1 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL:  MONTAVILLA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 2 
SPOKESPERSON:  JEANNE KNEPPER 3 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS:  14945 SE CENTER ST, PORTLAND OR 97236 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL:  jgknepper@comcast.net 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE:  503-709-4107 6 
This petition is [select one, delete the others]: 7 

1. A renewal of an existing Standing Resolution (2014) (no or minor revisions); 8 
AMENDED IN YELLOW, ADD IN BOLD, DELETE IN STRIKEOUT   9 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY RECOMMENDATION: 26 YES, 1 NO, 1 ABSTAIN   10 
 11 
Text of the Standing Resolution as it would appear in the Conference Journal: 12 
Churches throughout the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference welcome people of various ethnic groups, income 13 
levels, ability levels, religious backgrounds, sexual orientations and gender identities to find a spiritual home in 14 
their congregations.  Members of Conference United Methodist churches include people of various sexual 15 
orientations who are involved in loving relationships.  God calls us to stand on the side of love.  We believe all 16 
relationships that are grounded in shared affection and are equitable in power reflect God’s will.  We support 17 
marriage between loving couples—gay, bisexual, lesbian, transgender, straight, celibate, or otherwise—that 18 
reflects such commitments. 19 
 20 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 21 
 22 

What will this action accomplish? 23 
While this resolution does not require anyone to marry or to officiate at a marriage, it does make it clear that 24 
we recognize and value coupled relationships grounded in love, affection and equitable power and that we 25 
support marriage for such couples.   26 
 27 
Why is it important? 28 
Civil marriage, regardless of sexual orientation, is the law of the land.  A majority of unchurched youth and 29 
young adults believe the Christian Church is judgmental, hypocritical and anti-gay.  [Slaughter, Change the 30 
World].  If we want to counter that perception as it applies to United Methodist churches in Oregon and Idaho, 31 
we must stand  openly on the side of love, not discrimination.  This is a renewal of a Standing Resolution 32 
adopted in 2014, with no changes to the text.33 
 34 
How will it be carried out?  By whom? 35 
It will be printed in the Conference Journal, available as a resource to any lay or clergy person who wants to use 36 
it as evidence that this conference does not share the judgmental attitude of the global church and is instead 37 
making a witness in favor of loving, equitable relationships and in opposition to discrimination. 38 
 39 
How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 40 
It will add a partial page to the Conference Journal. 41 
 42 


