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TITLE: A Call to Prayerfully Address the Detention of Immigrant Children 1 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL: Spirit of the Valley United Methodist Church in 2 
Halsey Annual Conference Delegation 3 
SPOKESPERSON:  Jordan Henderson, Ben Scranage, Soteria Moli and Isabelle Light 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS: c/o Wesley Center, 2520 Harris Street, Eugene OR 97405 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL: ilight337@gmail.com 6 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE: 541-654-8144 7 
This petition is [select one, delete the others]: A New Standing Resolution 8 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY RECOMMENDATION: 14 YES, 0 NO, 0 ABSTAIN  9 
___________________________________________________________________________ 10 
 11 
Text of the Standing Resolution as it would appear in the Conference Journal: 12 
 13 
Followers of Jesus Christ are called and commanded to protect the welfare of children.   14 
 15 
In His ministry and teaching, the founder of Methodism, John Wesley, recognized the ancient concepts of 16 
caring and mentoring for children, reflected in such scriptures as Proverbs 22:6, “Train children in the right 17 
way, and when old, they will not stray.”  [Sermon 95, John Wesley] 18 
 19 
Scripture itself tells us that Jesus lifted up the needs and lives of children.  Matthew 18:1-6 [New Revised 20 
Standard Version (NRSV)] relates: “At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, ‘Who is the greatest in 21 
the kingdom of heaven?’  He called a child, whom he put among them, and said, ‘Truly I tell you, unless you 22 
change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  Whoever becomes humble like 23 
this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes 24 
me.  If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better for 25 
you if a great millstone were fastened around your neck and you were drowned in the depth of the sea.’” 26 
 27 
Luke 18: 15-17 (NRSV) witnesses to how Jesus blesses little children: “People were bringing even infants to him 28 
that he might touch them; and when the disciples saw it, they sternly ordered them not to do it.  But Jesus 29 
called for them and said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that 30 
the kingdom of God belongs.  Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will 31 
never enter it.’” 32 
 33 
In keeping with the spirit and the letter of Christ’s teaching, The Oregon-Idaho Conference encourages its 34 
people, its local ministries, and our United Methodist Connection to prayerfully and peacefully resist policies 35 
that needlessly take children from their families without regard to the trauma inflicted upon them.  Specifically, 36 
we call upon the faithful to recognize children of immigrant families are currently detained in the United States 37 
without parental contact and under conditions of questionable oversight.  As an Annual Conference in a 38 
denomination that recognizes the important of Safe Sanctuaries protocols in reducing risk of abuse, we speak 39 
against any practice that is not transparent and accountable regarding the care of children, youth and 40 
vulnerable adults.  We invite members of our ministries to work together, using the resources of social media, 41 
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the local congregation and the UMC Connection to address current policies and any harm that has been 1 
inflicted as a result.   2 
 3 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 4 
What will this action accomplish? 5 
This statement will encourage those called to act to end these policies.  It will indicate that members of the 6 
faith community care about the trauma experienced by immigrant children.  Hopefully it will result in 7 
education, dissemination, and social change.  8 
 9 
Why is it important? 10 
The theological basis of this statement is reflected within the statement itself.  However, the fact of the 11 
removal of children from families and the detentions has been documented.  Examples include: 12 

1. Pictures taken at a Border Patrol processing center from 2014 with cells constructed of fence 13 
posts and chain link fencing—like dog kennels or large cages. [The Washington Post, June 6, 2018: 14 
“Does the U.S. keep immigrant children in cages?”]. 15 

2. Admission by government officials, including attorney General Jeff Sessions that the policy of the 16 
United States currently involves U.S. agents tasked with taking the children out of their parents' 17 
arms and putting them into cells with other children. [Various news outlets, recorded interview]. 18 

3. Report by the Department of Homeland Security that in just a 12-day period in May they took 658 19 
children away from their families ["DHS official: 658 children taken from adults at border," NBC 20 
News, May 30, 2018].  21 

4. Video outside a detention center located in a former Walmart indicating Sen. Merkley wasn't 22 
allowed inside to check on the children since current policy requires that members of Congress 23 
submit a request two weeks in advance and doesn’t guarantee that a visit will be approved even 24 
then. [https://www.cbsnews.com/news/senator-jeff-merkley-barred-brownsville-texas-25 
detention-center-refugee-children-2018-06-04/ ]    This policy makes it very difficult for Congress 26 
to exercise oversight. Nor would the supervisor at the detention center answer any questions, 27 
making it impossible to know how many children were inside. 28 

5. Other examples are plentiful, and may be supplied if needed. 29 
  30 

How will it be carried out? By whom? 31 
This is a call to action intended to speak to those who will hear and “sense a burden” for these children.  32 
Churches and/or individuals may be led by the Spirit in different action steps.  There is no obligation on anyone 33 
– other than the obligation of the Spirit and their personal call.  The sponsors of this bill encourage anyone 34 
interested in starting this work immediately - here at this Annual Conference by contacting Isabelle Light 35 
through the email provided at the top of page one. 36 
 37 
How much will it cost? Where will the money come from? 38 
Everything has a cost.  This Action, as a Standing Resolution begins with the costs associated with the Annual 39 
Conference, the Conference Journal and the great, often unheralded work of the Conference staff.  Other costs 40 
will be borne by those who feel a call to act.  41 


