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TITLE: Repair and Strengthen the 1965 Voting Rights Act [2018] 1 

SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL: Methodist Federation for Social Action 2 
SPOKESPERSON: Jan Nelson 3 
SPOKESPERSON’S ADDRESS: 1845 High St SE, Salem, OR  97302 4 
SPOKESPERSON’S E-MAIL: jannelson515@msn.com 5 
SPOKESPERSON’S TELEPHONE: 503-689-3688 6 
This petition is: 7 

A renewal of an existing Standing Resolution (no or minor revisions); 8 
AMENDED IN YELLOW, ADD IN BOLD, DELETE IN STRIKEOUT   9 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY RECOMMENDATION: 28 YES, 0 NO, 0 ABSTAIN   10 
 11 
 12 
Text of the Standing Resolution as it would appear in the Conference Journal: 13 
The Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference supports repairing the 1965 Voting Rights Act that was decimated by the 14 
2013 U.S. Supreme Court Shelby County v. Holder decision. The weakened Voting Rights Act has allowed many 15 
states to place barriers to voting, including strict voter ID laws and residency requirements and prohibition of 16 
same-day registration. The voters most affected by these obstacles are blacks people of the black community 17 
and other racial minorities, the poor, the elderly and young people. This must be changed. All U.S. citizens 18 
should have the right to vote without barriers. 19 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 20 
What will this action accomplish? 21 
United Methodists will increase their awareness of the problems that are caused by laws that create barriers to 22 
voting. More information will create an increased sense of urgency in regard to voting rights and advocacy for 23 
equity in the electoral process.24 
 25 
Why is it important? 26 
Some states have continued to erect new barriers to voting that primarily affect those Jesus has called us to 27 
care for.  Both state and federal action are needed. The US Congress has failed to act to restore the rights in a 28 
way that complies with the Supreme Court ruling, so advocacy with representatives in Congress is important. 29 
State action is also important. Oregon currently has good access for voters, but these rights need to be 30 
protected. Idaho does not have strong protection against abuse of the right to vote.31 
 32 
How will it be carried out? By whom? 33 
This will be carried out primarily by individual citizen advocacy, but congregations may also decide to take a 34 
position publicly  35 
 36 
How much will it cost? Where will the money come from? 37 
No cost to the conference other than printing in the Journal. 38 
 39 
 40 


