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TITLE: Support the Abolition of Human Trafficking (2009; revised 2012, renewed 1 
2015) 2 
SPONSORING GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL: Oregon-Idaho Methodist Federation for 3 
Social Action, Peace with Justice Coordinator 4 
SPOKESPERSON: Claudia Roberts 5 
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This petition is A Replacement of an existing Standing Resolution (rewritten) 9 
AMENDED IN YELLOW, ADD IN BOLD, DELETE IN STRIKEOUT   10 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY RECOMMENDATION: 25 YES, 0 NO, 0 ABSTAIN   11 
 12 
 13 
Text of the Standing Resolution as it would appear in the Conference Journal: 14 
We believe that our ministry of reconciliation requires us to work towards ending human 15 
trafficking and to minister to the immediate needs of those who live in the fear, loneliness and 16 
physical pain that accompany human trafficking, offering hope and help to escape.  17 
 18 
The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church 20126, Resolution Par. 161(I), 19 
states that United Methodists “We deplore all forms of the commercialization and exploitation 20 
of sex, with their consequent cheapening and degradation of human personality. To lose 21 
freedom and be sold by someone else for sexual purposes is a form of slavery, and we 22 
denounce such business and support the abused and their right to freedom.   23 
 24 
“We call for strict global enforcement of laws prohibiting the sexual exploitation or use of 25 
children by adults and encourage efforts to hold perpetrators legally and financially 26 
responsible. We call for the establishment of adequate protective services, guidance, and 27 
counseling opportunities for children thus abused.” 28 
 29 
“We must work for a justice system that restores victims and punishes perpetrators, but we 30 
must also work to change the global economic conditions and policies that create the 31 
conditions in which trafficking can thrive” (United Methodist Women Washington Office of 32 
Public Policy). 33 
 34 
The facts and statistics on Human Trafficking are shocking.  There are 21,000,000 victims 35 
trafficked each year worldwide and the average age of entry for victims of sex-trafficking is 36 
12 years old. Approximately 55 percent of all victims are women and girls, while children 37 
make up around one quarter of all victims. In the United States, runaway, homeless and 38 
throwaway children are the most vulnerable to trafficking, with about 199,000 incidents of 39 
sexual exploitation of minors occurring each year in the U.S.  40 
 41 
Neither Oregon or Idaho have enacted Safe Harbor laws that treat sexually trafficked adults 42 
and children as victims of crime rather than perpetrators of crime. Therefore, we urge 43 



STANDING RESOLUTION SR-6 
2018 OREGON-IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 

SR-6 Support the Abolition of Human Trafficking 

individuals, churches and church related organizations such as United Methodist Women and 1 
United Methodist Men to research the status of Safe Harbor legislation in their own states and 2 
educate their own representatives as to the importance of passing these laws as a way to 3 
reduce the impact of trafficking in their own communities.  The National Conference of State 4 
Legislatures has a report about the impact of these laws at their website: 5 
http://www.ncsl.org/Portals/1/Documents/cj/SafeHarbor_v06.pdf 6 
 7 
Another important action is to educate your community by hosting a forum at your local 8 
church, school or organization. Contact the United Methodist Women Washington Office of 9 
Public Policy at 202-488-5660. Visit the United Methodist Women website at 10 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org for resources.  11 

 12 
SUPPORTING INFORMATION 13 

What will this action accomplish?  14 
We will be living into the policies established by the United Methodist Church and United 15 
Methodist Women in accordance with The Social Principles ¶162(F)1(I) and the Book of 16 
Resolutions 3427 which supports the rights of women and children to be protected from 17 
physical torture and violence. 18 
 19 
Why is it important? 20 
The Oregon-Idaho Conference has had a Standing Resolution on Human Trafficking since 21 
2009.  And the problem is worse today than it was then.  We need to show our respective 22 
communities that we are willing to put action to our words and take active steps to have an 23 
impact on this criminal and degrading activity. 24 
 25 
How will it be carried out? By whom? 26 
This resolution urges all United Methodists in Oregon and Idaho to take seriously the problem 27 
of human trafficking and to take some action to raise this issue in their communities and join 28 
local efforts to serve victims of human trafficking and change our state laws so that victims 29 
can find a “Safe Harbor” in our states when seeking to escape their entrapment. 30 
 31 
How much will it cost? Where will the money come from? 32 
There are plentiful resources on line to use to educate ourselves and our communities with 33 
little or no cost.  The only cost for the conference will be to print this resolution in the annual 34 
conference journal. 35 
 36 
 37 


