
DAILY PROCEEDINGS 

Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference Session 

June 13-15, 2019 
 

(Note that the conference members gathered Wednesday evening, June 12, at Eugene First 

United Methodist Church for a service of worship; the preacher was Kathleen Weber from the 

Pacific Northwest Annual Conference.) 

 

 

Clergy Session 

Thursday, June 13, 2019 

8:30 am 

 

A small group of clergy musicians (Jeff Lowery, Dan Thompson-Aue, David King, Jill Plant, 

Taylor Gould, and Allen Buck) led us in some rousing gathering music.   

 

Wendy Woodworth, chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry, introduced our time together as a 

service of worship, within which we will care for the important work of the Business of the 

Annual Conference. 

 

Laura Jaquith Bartlett, conference secretary, made the following motions: 

a) that the bar of the clergy session be this room; 

b) that ministers of other denominations currently serving within the bounds of OR-ID be 

allowed to be present without voice or vote; an individual minister of another denomination may 

be allowed voice upon approval by a 2/3 vote of the session; 

c) that clergy members of other annual conferences, who are currently serving within the bounds 

of OR-ID (under par. 346.1) be allowed in clergy session, with voice but no vote; 

d) that the bishop’s administrative assistant, Rhondalei Gabuat, be allowed to be present in the 

room without voice or vote; 

e) that our sound and video technicians be allowed to be present in the room without voice or 

vote. 

f) that our special clergy guests from PNW and Alaska be allowed to be present in the room 

without voice or vote. 

 Passed. 

 

Julia Nielsen framed our Business of the Annual Conference work as a way that we hold our 

connection and our covenant together, then she led us in the questions that require a vote. The 

actions of the body concerning the BAC are recorded below.  For the full details, please see the 

Business of the Annual Conference report in the 2019 Conference Journal. 

 

Q17. Are all the clergy members of the conference blameless in their life and official 

administration? Yes. 

 

Dan Wilson-Fey reported on the Aggrieved Persons’ Fund, which was established in the early 

1990’s to support those who have been harmed by clergy sexual misconduct.  The fund’s balance 

is now $0. Dan made an appeal to the clergy session to give to an offering to support this fund. 



Checks can be made out to the Conference Treasurer (indicate “aggrieved persons’ fund on the 

memo line), or go online to www.umoi.org/give and select this fund for your donation. 

 

David Beckett presented an affirmation of the Covenant of Clergy Conduct. This was presented 

at last fall’s clergy session Orders retreat, but a preamble has since been added.   

 

Order of Elders report: Jeremy Hajdu-Paulen and Donna Pritchard, co-chairs of the Order, 

announced a gathering March 10-12, 2020, for all the OR-ID elders, for encouragement and fun!  

The specifics will be communicated later. 

 

Order of Deacons report: Jeff Lowery and Joyce Sluss, co-chairs of the Order, gave a brief report 

about the deacons in our midst, who are doing an amazing variety of ministries. Deacons lead the 

church out of the building into the world, and also invite the world into the church. 

 

Fellowship of Licensed Local Pastors: Michele Holloway is the chair of the Fellowship, and 

addressed the clergy session. There is a lunch tomorrow for the Fellowship. 

 

Q18a. The Administrative Review Committee: James Parr Philipson, Kim Fields, Gwen Drake; 

alternate Deborah Pitney. Passed 

 

Q18c. Committee on Investigation: Katherine Conolly, Bill Gates, John Go, John Grimsted, 

Dexter Danielson, Robert Potter, Tami Manning, Deborah Maria; alternates Karna Johnson and 

Larry Abell. Passed. 

 

We lifted up the names of those clergy who died over the past year: (retired elders) Robert 

Kingsbury, Earl Riddle, Lorenz “Lefty” Schultz, Jr., David White; (retired local pastor) Virginia 

Delores Hodney. 

 

Wendy Woodworth led the Board in reading the Board’s April 2019 Statement 

We, the Oregon-Idaho Board of Ordained Ministry, believe that in light of the decisions of the 

2019 General Conference this is a crucial time to declare how we operate in our work with those 

called by God into ordained ministry. 

 

Because we have been a Reconciling Conference since 1996, because we have seen the gifts and 

graces for ministry in LGBTQ persons and have seen these same gifts too often denied, and 

because we hope to help lead change in our denomination’s policy regarding LGBTQIA persons 

in ordained ministry, we welcome all candidates as children of God as they discern God’s call 

and claim upon them for ordained ministry. 

 

We commit to inquire of our candidates for commissioning or ordination based on their gifts for 

Christ’s ministry as delineated in ¶335 of the 2016 Book of Discipline. We will continue to base 

their examination on their understanding of our Triune God and God’s call rather than on 

sexual or gender identity of candidates for ministry.  

 

http://www.umoi.org/give


We hold ourselves, our clergy and candidates to the highest standards of faithful and holy living, 

and for fitness, readiness, and effectiveness in ministry.  We commit to participate fully in the 

ministerial covenant with our colleagues of all sexual orientations and gender identities. 

 

Faithfully, 

OR-ID Board of Ordained Ministry, April of 2019 

 

Wendy also announced the establishment of the Bishop’s Safe Harbor Fund, which will support 

clergy who are at risk in their home annual conference, and who are seeking to transfer their 

membership to Oregon-Idaho, knowing that their credentials would not be at risk here simply 

because of their sexual or gender identity. The bishop has made the first donation to the fund; 

others are invited to join her (note: donations can be accepted online at www.umoi.org/give).  

 

Q72. Approved for less than full-time service? Passed. 

 

Q76c. Approve settings for Extension Ministry, Category D? Passed. 

 

Q28b. Who are elected as provisional elders? 

 Nicole Berry: Passed. 

 Taylor Gould: Passed. 

 Daniel Scott Ostlund: Passed. 

 Jorge Rodriguez Vasquez: Passed.  

 

Q32 and Q34a: Approved for election to full membership and ordination as an elder? 

 Ann Cho: Passed. 

 

Q32 and Q33a: Approved for election to full membership and ordination as a deacon? 

 Eric Conklin: Passed. 

 

Q21a: Approved for licensing as full-time local pastor? Passed. 

 

Q21b: Approved for licensing as part-time local pastor? Passed. 

 

Q25: Clergy in other Christian denominations approved for appointment in OR-ID? Passed. 

 

Q26b: Received as Affiliate Members without vote: Gaye Benson, Ann Blair. Passed. 

 

Q38: Received by transfer from other annual conferences? Nancy Amos, W. Allen Buck, 

Rebecca Farrester, Nancy Slabaugh Hart, Steve Heitkamp, Deborah Larson, Amanda Gayle 

Reed (all effective 7/1/19). Passed. 

 

Q46b. Withdrawal from the ministerial office: James Simmons-Cox (11/21/18). Passed. 

 

Q53a. Deacons in full connection retired? 

 Patricia Meyers, Dexter Danielson (1/22/19), Linda Freund (8/24/19). Passed. 

 

http://www.umoi.org/give


Q53b. Elders in full connection retired? 

David Beckett, Janet Burkhart, Roger Carlson, Katherine Conolly, Janine DeLaunay, 

Lowell Greathouse, Barbara Nixon, Thomas Truby.  Passed.  

 

Q54a. Associate members retired? 

 Linda Quanstrom. Passed. 

 

Q50a. Approved for Voluntary Personal Leave? 

 Leslie Hall, Melissa Harkness, William Hays, Courtney McHill. Passed 

 

Q52. Approved for Medical Leave? 

 Catherine Davis, Margaret Lofsvold, Katherine Raines. Passed. 

 

This completes the work of the BAC! 

 

Jules announced that Janet Farrell will be retiring this year as the administrative assistant of the 

BOM, and a search will be underway for a new BOM assistant. 

 

Teri Watanabe invited Scott Ostlund forward to receive news that he is being awarded the 

Edward Coe scholarship in the amount of $2000.  

 

Clergy Session was adjourned at 10:35 am, with the singing of “The Church Has Left the 

Building!” 

 

 

Plenary Session #1 

Thursday, June 13, 2019 

11:00 am 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

Bishop Elaine Stanovsky called the 51st session of the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference to 

order, using as a gavel a painted rock, which was a gift from the Committee on Native American 

Ministry (CONAM)! 

 

PRAYER  

The Rev. Ric Shewell led an opening prayer. 

 

ORGANIZATIONAL MOTIONS 

Laura Jaquith Bartlett, conference secretary, made the following motions to organize the work of 

the conference session: 

1. The bar of the conference shall be established as the seats at the tables in the meeting room, 

including the tech booth and the Floor Manager tables but excluding the hospitality table. 

 

2. The conference staff, interpreters, readers, mentors, technicians, and pages who do not hold 

voting privileges are allowed the privilege of working within the bar of the conference. 



 

3. The pre-conference reports are hereby accepted for changes and perfections as determined by 

annual conference actions. 

 

4. Clergy members of other annual conferences currently serving within the bounds of the 

Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference under par. 346.1 of the Book of Discipline shall be allowed 

seats within the bar of the conference, with voice but no vote. 

 

5. Our official representatives from the Alaska Conference and the Pacific Northwest Annual 

Conference shall be allowed seats within the bar of the conference, with voice but no vote. 

 Passed. 

 

INTRODUCTIONS 

Bishop Stanovsky also introduced Lynne Swedburg (Disability Awareness Advocate from 

PNW), Carlo Rapanut (Alaska Conference Superintendent), Brant Henshaw and Kristina 

Gonzalez from PNW; David Nieda and Julia Frisbie (Northwest United Methodist Foundation), 

and Chris Wilterdink (director of Young Peoples Ministries at Discipleship Ministries).  

 

A representative from the hotel addressed the Session. This is the official first day of Graduate 

Eugene, which is the new name/identity of the hotel. He also apologized that the renovation 

projected was not finished when we arrived, but offered a welcome on behalf of all of the hotel 

staff.  

 

SAFE SANCTUARIES 

Lydia Henry, Safe Sanctuaries Coordinator for the annual conference, invited us to look around 

at the people here and to hold these people in our hearts—this is why the policies of Safe 

Sanctuaries are so important.   

 

2019 GENERAL CONFERENCE DELEGATION REPORT 

Jan Nelson and Donna Pritchard, our GC delegates, told us to fasten our seatbelts! They offered a 

brief history on how we got to the situation of holding a special Called Session of the General 

Conference, in February 2019. In spite of exclusionary and punitive actions taken by the GC, 

Donna pointed out the final, hopeful words of the session, which were offered on behalf of the 

Western Jurisdiction, affirming our values of inclusion for all and inviting others to be part of 

our work by registering on a website—which was promptly overwhelmed by responses!  Jan 

outlined two major gatherings that occurred in May as responses to the GC actions. From one of 

those gatherings came four commitments for our ministry moving forward in a post-GC19 

landscape, one of which is a rejection of the Traditional Plan from GC19. There are a number of 

options, moving ahead: annual conference withdrawal from the UMC, stay and conform, stay 

and resist, and many others, some of which we haven’t yet thought of! They reminded us that 

oxygen is available for the journey! 

 

EPISCOPAL ADDRESS 

Bishop Elaine began by removing her sweater to reveal her t-shirt, which features a line from our 

baptismal vows: “Resisting evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present 

themselves.” The annual conference responded with a standing ovation!  She reminded us that 



the Bible does not proclaim original sin, but rather original blessing. God proclaims that 

creation—including us—is very good!  The sin of Adam and Eve was taking what was not theirs 

and using it for their own purposes. When we in the church take other people that we do not 

know, and make judgments about their worth, that is sin.  

 

TABLE TALKS 4.0 

Jenny Willison Hirst and Karen Morray, coordinators of Table Talks 4.0 at the annual conference 

session this year, came to the podium to give instructions for the first segment of Table Talks, 

which will occur immediately following lunch. Teri Watanabe introduced a program 

(menti.com) that will allow us to take polls at various times during Table Talks or the Town Hall 

this afternoon.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Laura offered a few announcements about Ministry Marketplace and tonight’s banquet, and then 

Jenny closed the morning session with a prayer for our lunch.  

 

BREAK FOR LUNCH 

 

TABLE TALKS Segment #1 

 

TOWN HALL 

A panel made up of Bishop Stanovsky, Esteban Galan, Anna Cho, Jan Nelson, and Ric Shewell 

answered questions generated from the Table Talks groups, posed by moderators Kristina 

Gonzalez and Karen Hernandez. 

 

MEMORIAL/COMMUNION WORSHIP 

A service of worship was held to remember annual conference clergy who have died since our 

last session. The service was held at Eugene First UMC; Carlo Rapanut (Alaska Conference) was 

the preacher, and Bishop Stanovsky presided at the table. The church hosted a reception 

following the late afternoon service. 

 

AWARDS BANQUET 

Back at the hotel, conference members and guests enjoyed a dinner celebrating the 50th 

anniversary of the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference, with screens displaying many photos from 

the past 50 years. Erin Martin and John Tucker hosted an awards ceremony. Highlights included:  

Newman UMC (Grants Pass) was the recipient of this year’s One Matters award; Linda Grund-

Clampit was given the Francis Asbury award for support of campus ministry; and Duane 

Medicine-Crow received this year’s Bishop’s Award.  

 

 

 

Plenary Session #2 

Friday, June 14, 2019 

8:30 am 

 



Bishop Elaine presented Duane Medicine Crow, our Bishop’s Award recipient this year, 

with the gift of a t-shirt that matches the one she was wearing yesterday. She also 

introduced Nick Abel, who is with us representing Wespath.  

 

MENTI QUESTION 

Teri Watanabe instructed us in a practice polling question with the “mentimeter” web 

interface.  

 

INTRODUCTIONS 

The bishop introduced those at the head table (Jan Nelson, conference lay leader; Laura 

Jaquith Bartlett, conference secretary; Wendy Woodworth, agenda chair; and Paul 

Cosgrove, our long-time conference chancellor who also serves as parliamentarian), as well 

as her executive assistant, Rhondalei Gabuat.  

 

LAY LEADER’S ADDRESS 

Jan Nelson presented the Conference Lay Leader’s Address.  She lifted up the changes 

over the past year, in particular the devastating changes voted in by the 2019 General 

Conference. But she also lifted up what remains consistent: our commitment to the 

ministry of Jesus Christ.  

 

INTRODUCTIONS 

The bishop introduced her spouse, Clint Stanovsky, who drove from Olympia to join us 

this morning. 

 

NOMINATIONS REPORT 

Lowell Greathouse presented the 2019-20 Nominations report, which will be voted on 

tomorrow. He thanked the members of Nominations Committee for their work, and 

pointed out the various sections of the report. There are a number of teams listed on the 

report who are there simply for information, but not for election, as we seek in the work of 

the annual conference to not simply fill slots on committees, but to actually create teams 

who are engaged in new and exciting ministries. Lowell also noted the corrections forms 

that are on each table, and asked conference members to submit any corrections on those 

forms by noon today.  

 

GENERAL/JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE DELEGATION BALLOTING 

Laura Jaquith Bartlett, conference secretary, explained that we are allotted one clergy and one 

lay delegate to General Conference, along with three additional clergy and three additional lay 

delegates to Jurisdictional Conference. She gave additional information about responsibilities of 

the delegation, along with an explanation of who is eligible to be elected, and who is eligible to 

vote. 

 

Jan Nelson moved that the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference elect two clergy and two laity as 

reserve delegates for the 2020 Jurisdictional Conference.  Seconded. 

 Passed. 

 



Warren Light moved that when the conference secretary reads the results of each ballot, she 

reads only the names of those receiving two or more votes.  Seconded. 

 Passed. 

 

Laura led those eligible to vote in a practice ballot to determine the favorite ice cream flavor, and 

then the members were ready for balloting. 

 

CLERGY BALLOT #1 

There was no election (112 ballots cast; 57 needed for election; 9:43 am). 

 

LAITY BALLOT #1 

There was no election (183 ballots cast; 92 needed for election; 9:44 am). 

 

COUNCIL ON FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 

Rick Beadnell, president of CF&A, introduced Dan Wilson-Fey (Conference Treasurer and 

Chief Benefits Officer), along with the members of the Council. Rick gave an overview of 

the 2020 conference budget.  The total apportioned budget is apportioned out to 172 faith 

communities in the OR-ID conference. In 2018 we received about 83% of what we 

apportioned, which means that 17% of our apportioned income for the budget was never 

received.  Dan lifted up the 113 churches who paid 100% of their apportionments in 2018!  

Dan offered information about how the apportioned funds flow out of Oregon-Idaho, to the 

Western Jurisdiction, and to the General Church (about 21% goes to the General Church, 

including the World Service Fund, Ministerial Education Fund, Black College Fund, 

Africa University Fund, Episcopal Fund, General Administration Fund, and the 

Interdenomination Fund). The proposed 2020 budget, which will be presented for a vote on 

Saturday, is $7.9 million. Where does the income for this come from? Less than half comes 

from apportionments. About $3.2 million comes from pension/health income that is directly 

billed to churches. The third component comes from other reserves and income (for 

example, the sale of closed churches).  Rick also lifted up our programs that are non-

budget items.  

 

CLERGY BALLOT #2 

There was no election (108 ballots cast, 55 needed for election; 10:08 am). 

 

LAITY BALLOT #2 

There was no election (174 ballots cast, 88 needed for election; 10:12 am). 

 

MINISTRY LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Lowell Greathouse introduced an amazing collage of photos of the work of this annual 

conference over the past year, accompanied by a recording of music by John Nilsen. He 

introduced Marshall Wattman-Turner, our conference Abundant Health Coordinator. Lowell 

noted that Brett Webb-Mitchell, our LGBT+ Coordinator, is funded by a grant from the Collins 

Foundation.  Jan Nelson reported on additional ministries that are supported by our Collins grant; 

she also outlined the funding decisions made by the MLT over this past year (these are included 

in the MLT pre-conference report on page XX in the Journal). 

 



RECOGNITION OF RETIREES 

Jeremy Hajdu-Paulen, chair of the Board of Pensions, led a time of celebration as the conference 

honored the clergy and lay conference staff who are retiring this year.  Jeremy read the name of 

each person retiring: Dexter Danielson, Patricia Meyers, David Beckett, Janet Burkhart, Roger 

Carlson, Katherine Conolly, Janine DeLaunay, Lowell Greathouse, Barbara Nixon, Linda 

Quanstrom, Thomas Truby, Margot Thompson (New Mexico Annual Conference), Phil Bence 

(MOD), Gloria Marple (Deaconess), Greg Nixon (conference lay staff). Those new retirees in 

attendance came to the front to receive the gratitude and prayers of the conference members.   

 

MENTI POLL 

Teri Watanabe led members in polling on a question about which method of moving forward 

resonates best with individuals taking the poll, and a second that asked the same question of each 

person’s church or ministry setting. 

 

CLERGY BALLOT #3 

There was no election (112 ballots cast, 57 needed for election; 11:00 am). 

 

LAITY BALLOT #3 

Jan Nelson was elected as the General Conference lay delegate and first Jurisdictional 

Conference lay delegate with 98 votes (182 ballots cast, 92 needed for election; 11:02 am). 

 

TABLE TALKS segment #2 

Karen Hernandez and Kristina Gonzalez explained our “alternative process” for this segment of 

the Table Talks. This will be an open process, with six choices for how to participate: 

1. Strategy-Playing a Better Chess Game (Jeremy Smith and Kristina Gonzalez) 

2. Organizing for a New Church Now (Esteban Galan and Keren Rodriguez) 

3. Resistance in this Liminal Time (John Tucker and Wendy Woodworth) 

4. Theology of Inclusion and Messaging (Karen Hernandez and Anna Cho) 

5. Seven Pathways (Brant Henshaw) 

6. Processing our Current State (self-facilitated groups) 

 

LUNCH BREAK 

 

PRAYER 

TJ Thomas opened us in prayer after lunch.  

 

PERSONAL PRIVILEGE 

Patty Nance asked us to be aware of those in the hotel who are cleaning rooms, and to be 

generous with our tipping, as we are able. 

 

200th ANNIVERSARY OF UNITED METHODIST MISSION 

Jim Frisbie, our conference global missions secretary, told a story about the beginning of a 

“board of missions,” which was started in New York 200 years ago and eventually became the 

General Board of Global Ministries, which sends people from everywhere to everywhere. This 

fall there will be a celebration of our mission heritage here in Oregon-Idaho: Oct. 5 in Roseburg, 



Oct. 12 in Tigard, and Oct. 26 in Boise. Jim showed a video from the GBGM, which exploded 

some of the missionary stereotypes that are still thriving around the connection.   

 

CLERGY BALLOT #4 

LAITY BALLOT #4 

 

INNOVATION-VITALITY TEAM REPORT 

William Gibson, leader of the IV Team, addressed the conference. We have been working since 

the fall of 2015 to pool resources across the Greater Northwest Area to do the essential work of 

innovation and vitality in congregational development and revitalization. Leroy Barber and 

Kristina Gonzalez each offered exciting statistics about what the team is doing across the Area, 

especially in terms of multi-cultural ministry and developing new leaders who are people of 

color. There are now 47 new ministry projects across the Area; 23 are being led by people of 

color! 

 

REPORT OF CLERGY BALLOT #4 

Wendy Woodworth was elected as the General Conference clergy delegate and first 

Jurisdictional Conference clergy delegate with 52 votes (93 ballots cast, 47 votes needed for 

election; 1:52 pm). 

 

REPORT OF LAITY BALLOT #4 

Esteban Galan was elected as the second Jurisdictional Conference lay delegate with 100 votes 

(172 ballots cast, 87 votes needed for election; 1:55 pm). 

 

CLERGY BALLOT #5 

LAITY BALLOT #5 

 

HISTORIC WESLEYAN QUESTIONS 

The Board of Ordained Ministry presented Anna Cho and Eric Conklin, who were each elected 

into full membership at the clergy session on Thursday, and who will be ordained this evening. 

Bishop Stanovsky asked them both the historic questions first developed by John Wesley for new 

clergy leaders.  

 

RESULTS OF CLERGY BALLOT #5 

There was no election (107 ballots cast, 54 needed for election; 2:22 pm). 

 

CLERGY BALLOT #6 

 

RESULTS OF LAITY BALLOT #5 

There was no election (126 ballots cast, 64 needed for election; 2:25 pm). 

 

LAITY BALLOT #6 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

Adam Briddell and Ruth Marsh, legislative co-coordinators, were called to the podium to lead us 

in legislative work, beginning with the consent calendars.  



 

On behalf of the Legislative Assembly, Larry McClure moved the approval of Consent Calendar 

A. 

  

Pam Hahn moved to remove AR-2 from the Consent Calendar.  Seconded. 

 There were not 40 votes, so it was not removed. 

 

Voting moved to Consent Calendar A. 

 Passed. 

 

On behalf of the Legislative Assembly, Paula Sadler moved the approval of Consent Calendar B, 

Standing Resolution Renewals. 

 Passed. 

 

RESULTS OF CLERGY BALLOT #6 

There was no election (101 ballots cast, 51 needed for election; 2:33 pm). 

 

CLERGY BALLOT #7 

 

RESULTS OF LAITY BALLOT #6 

There was no election (177 ballots cast, 89 needed for election; 2:36 pm). 

 

LAITY BALLOT #7 

 

EQUITABLE COMPENSATION 

Daryl Blanksma, the chair of the Commission on Equitable Compensation, brought the 

Commission’s report to the floor. 

 

Daryl moved that for 2020 the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference fix the minimum base 

compensation, including the use of a parsonage, at the following rates: 

 

**Elder in Full Connection/Associate Member: $40,563 

**Provisional Member: $38,629 

**Local Pastor: $36,487 

 

This recommendation represents a 3% increase over what was approved for 2019.  

 

In addition, the minimum cash salary shall be increased by $100 per year of service in the United 

Methodist Church, capped at a maximum of ten years or $1,000. 

 Passed. 

 

Daryl also noted that there are three Equitable Compensation ministry grants that are approved 

for local churches: Magic Valley Ministries, LaGrande, and Trinity-Toledo. 

 

RESULTS OF CLERGY BALLOT #7 



Ann Cho was elected as the second Jurisdictional Conference clergy delegate with 65 votes (105 

ballots cast, 53 votes needed for election; 2:54 pm). 

 

CLERGY BALLOT #8 

 

RESULTS OF LAITY BALLOT #7 

Mark Bateman was elected as the third Jurisdictional Conference lay delegate with 82 votes (152 

ballots cast, 77 votes needed for election; 2:56 pm). 

 

LAITY BALLOT #8 

 

CHURCH CLOSURES 

Tim Overton-Harris, dean of the cabinet, asked Erin Martin to address the conference before 

bringing motions concerning church closures. 

 

Erin reported that on May 26, Pendleton UMC worshiped for the last time in their historic 

building. They are now praying and meeting in a different building, as they discern their future. 

Erin affirmed this as a courageous choice, and asked the conference members to hold the 

congregation in prayer as they journey through this year of transition. 

 

We then participated in a brief liturgy of celebration and thanksgiving for the ministries of these 

churches: Covenant UMC of Reedsport, Oregon; Englewood UMC of Salem-Keizer, Oregon; 

Hope UMC of Drain, Oregon; Sweet UMC of Sweet, Idaho; and Union UMC of Union, Oregon. 

 

John Tucker moved that the Covenant United Methodist Church in Reedsport be closed effective 

July 1, 2019, and that all real and personal, tangible and intangible property shall be transferred 

to the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference Board of Trustees according to paragraph 2549 in the 

2016 Book of Discipline. 

 Passed. 

 

Tim Overton-Harris moved that the Englewood United Methodist Church, Open Door Churches 

of Salem-Keizer, Oregon be closed effective July 1, 2019, and that all real and personal, tangible 

and intangible property shall be transferred to the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference Board of 

Trustees according to paragraph 2549 in the 2016 Book of Discipline. 

 Passed. 

 

Karen Hernandez moved that the Sweet United Methodist Church of Sweet, Idaho be closed 

effective July 1, 2019, and that all real and personal, tangible and intangible property shall be 

transferred to the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference Board of Trustees according to paragraph 

2549 in the 2016 Book of Discipline. 

 Passed. 

 

Karen Hernandez moved that the Union United Methodist Church of Union, Oregon be closed 

effective July 1, 2019, and that all real and personal, tangible and intangible property shall be 

transferred to the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference Board of Trustees according to paragraph 

2549 in the 2016 Book of Discipline. 



 Passed. 

 

John Tucker moved that the Hope United Methodist Church be closed effective August 1, 2019, 

and that all real and personal, tangible and intangible property shall be transferred to the Oregon-

Idaho Annual Conference Board of Trustees according to paragraph 2549 in the 2016 Book of 

Discipline. 

 Passed. 

 

The bishop led us in singing the traditional Doxology.  

 

RESULTS OF CLERGY BALLOT #8 

There was no election (104 ballots cast, 54 needed for election; 3:04 pm). 

 

CLERGY BALLOT #9 

 

RESULTS OF LAITY BALLOT #8 

There was no election (178 ballots cast, 90 needed for election; 3:07 pm). 

 

LAITY BALLOT #9 

 

LEGISLATIVE ACTION 

On behalf of the Legislative Assembly, Lynn Egli moved the adoption of AR-1.  

 Passed. 

 

On behalf of the Legislative Assembly, Warren Light moved the adoption of AR-8. 

 Passed. 

 

On behalf of the Legislative Assembly, Mike Benischek moved the adoption of SR-1. 

 Passed. 

 

RESULTS OF CLERGY BALLOT #9 

Donna Pritchard was elected as the third Jurisdictional Conference clergy delegate with 55 votes 

(108 ballots cast, 55 votes needed for election; 3:36 pm). 

 

CLERGY BALLOT #10 

 

RESULTS OF LAITY BALLOT #9 

Kylie Nelson was elected as the fourth Jurisdictional Conference lay delegate with 95 votes (141 

ballots cast, 71 votes needed for election; 3:38 pm). 

 

LAITY BALLOT #10 

 

RESULTS OF CLERGY BALLOT #10 

Jeremy Smith was elected as the fourth Jurisdictional Conference clergy delegate with 64 votes 

(105 ballots cast, 53 votes needed for election; 3:50 pm). 

 



RESULTS OF LAITY BALLOT #10 

Lydia Henry was elected as the first Jurisdictional Conference lay reserve with 93 votes (161 

ballots cast, 81 votes needed for election; 2:54 pm). 

 

CLAREMONT THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL 

President Jeffrey Kuan brought enthusiastic news of Claremont’s partnership with Willamette 

University. CST classes will begin on campus in Salem this fall! 

 

Bishop Stanovsky announced that she has appointed the Rev. Patricia Farris as the United 

Methodist clergy member of the Willamette Board of Trustees. Patricia is a clergy member of the 

California-Pacific Annual Conference, closely connected with CST.  The lay member position 

will soon be open, and the bishop’s intent is to fill that position with a lay person from Oregon-

Idaho. 

 

TABLE TALKS Segment #3 

Jenny Hirst returned to the podium to give instructions for the final segment of Table Talks, and 

then Jeffrey Kuan prayed us out.  

 

 

 

 

Plenary Session #3 

Saturday, June 15, 2019 

8:30 am 

 

The final plenary session opened with singing. 

 

Maya Luscomb offered an opening prayer. 

 

YOUTH PRESENTATION 

Conference youth members and pages offered a learning moment to the rest of the conference, as 

they demonstrated that youth have an important voice in our church.  

 

PERSONAL PRIVILEGE 

Pam Hahn invited everyone to the front tables; she is willing to move to the back to make space 

for new voices in the front. 

 

Warren Light encouraged youth to be in the conversation now as the team for Legislative 

Assembly membership is put together. 

 

Paul Nickell stood to withdraw as a candidate for lay delegate, so that we might elect a 

transgender lay delegate, but the bishop ruled him out of order. 

 

CLERGY BALLOT #11 

LAITY BALLOT #11 

 



REPORT OF CLERGY BALLOT #11 

Daryl Blanksma was elected as the first Jurisdictional Conference clergy reserve with 42 votes 

(78 ballots cast, 40 votes needed for election; 8:56 am). 

 

CLERGY BALLOT #12 

 

REPORT OF LAITY BALLOT #11 

Carter Lybeck was elected as the second Jurisdictional Conference lay reserve with 100 votes 

(146 ballots cast, 74 votes needed for election; 9:00 am). 

 

MENTI POLL 

Teri Watanabe led us in another question: Which path do you think your church or ministry 

setting leans toward? The options: Untie the UMC and let new expressions emerge, leave as an 

annual conference and start something new, exit individually as a church, stay and resist change, 

accept things as they are now. We answered the poll separately as laity and then as clergy.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Lowell Greathouse made an announcement about the hotel renovations, which were supposed to 

have been completed before our conference. In response to this situation, the hotel has agreed to 

offer a 10% discount on each hotel room for our conference. 

 

NOMINATIONS 

Lowell stayed at the podium to present the Addendum of corrections to the Nominations. He 

presented the entire report, including the Addendum and one more addition (add Benjamin 

Hartley to the Global Missions team). 

 Passed. 

 

REPORT OF CLERGY BALLOT #12 

There was no election (80 ballots cast, 41 needed for election; 9:06 am). 

 

CLERGY BALLOT #13 

 

COUNCIL ON FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION 

Rick moved the adoption of the 2020 budget as printed in the pre-conference reports. Seconded. 

 

Jeremy Smith moved to amend by adding to page 122 of the pre-conference handbook, the 

finance section, page 8, under the general church apportionments section heading, the following 

text: “The rest of the Annual Conference budget shall be prioritized in revenue allocation, and 

the remaining excess be applied to the general church apportionment. The spending plan 

percentage for any given year shall be applied equally to all general church apportionments.”  

Seconded. 

 

In the course of discussion, Bishop Stanovsky declared that she will shave her head if all the OR-

ID churches pay 100% of their apportionments. Jeremy Smith agreed to join her (although he 

admitted he has a head start on fulfilling that vow). 

 



Dan Pitney moved the previous question. Seconded. 

 Passed. 

 

Voting moved to the Smith amendment. 

 Failed. 

 

Discussion moved to the main motion, to adopt the budget. 

 

Donna Pritchard moved to amend the budget by increasing the Conference Delegation Expense 

Fund line item for the GC delegation and the JC delegation by $3000, for a total of $6000 on that 

line item. 

 Passed. 

 

Voting moved to the budget as amended. 

 Passed. 

 

Rick moved the adoption of the annual recommendations of the Council on Finance and 

Administration as printed in the pre-conference reports on page 18 (page XX of the Journal). 

 

Courtney Nelson moved that we add the line “Claremont School of Theology” to the CF&A 

annual recommendations on page 18 line 35. Seconded. 

 Passed. 

 

Voting moved to the main motion, the CF&A recommendations, as amended. 

 Passed. 

 

Rick moved the non-budget program support section (the “askings”) on page 9 of the finance 

section of the pre-conference handbook.   

 Passed. 

 

NORTHWEST UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION 

Julia Frisbie and David Nieda greeted the conference on behalf of the entire Foundation staff, 

including the director, Tom Wilson. David and Julia enthusiastically affirmed the Foundation’s 

willingness to support and resource all the churches in the annual conference. David noted that 

our funds are being leveraged to be a witness in the world, through Wespath’s social principles 

investment values. The Foundation will continue serving any church in the Episcopal Area, 

regardless of what happens with the denomination.   

 

REPORT OF CLERGY BALLOT #13 

Julia Nielsen was elected as the second Jurisdictional Conference clergy reserve with 48 votes 

(90 ballots cast, 46 votes needed for election; 9:22 am). 

 

LEGISLATIVE ACTION 

Adam Briddell and Ruth Marsh returned to lead us through more legislative work. 

 



On behalf of the Legislative Assembly, Karen Hernandez moved the adoption of AR-10, Open 

Door Churches Large Parish Cooperative Ministry.  

 Passed. 

 

On behalf of the Legislative Assembly, Taylor Gould moved the adoption SR-5, Comprehensive 

Immigration Reform. 

  

Carter Lybeck moved to change line 35 “mothers” to “mothers’.” The bishop affirmed that we 

can do this by common consent.  

 

Voting moved to SR-5. 

 Passed. 

 

On behalf of the Legislative Assembly, Carter Lybeck moved the adoption SR-4, Middle East 

Conflicts. 

 Passed. 

 

2020 GENERAL/JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE DELEGATION  

The bishop invited the entire delegation forward so that they could receive the prayers and 

blessing of the annual conference as they embark on this journey together: Wendy Woodworth 

(delegation head), Jan Nelson, Anna Cho, Esteban Galan, Donna Pritchard, Mark Bateman, 

Jeremy Smith, Kylie Nelson, Daryl Blanksma, Lydia Henry, Julia Nielsen, Carter Lybeck. 

 

BREAK 

 

MINISTRY LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Lynn Egli introduced a video about campus ministry in the Oregon-Idaho conference.   

 

Bishop Elaine shared an important announcement about our new Director of Connectional 

Ministries, Laurie Day.  The bishop is extremely pleased to be bringing “home” someone who 

grew up here and had her faith formed by her experience in camp and retreat ministry. Laurie 

will be in Oregon-Idaho next week, and will officially begin her work on July 1. She will also 

have the title of Assistant to the Bishop in the Oregon-Idaho annual conference, so that she can 

speak for the bishop when the bishop is not present. Laurie is currently on staff in the Mountain 

Sky annual conference; she made a video from her home in Denver to send her greetings to us, 

since she is in Billings right now to attend the Mountain Sky conference session. 

 

CONAM 

Duane Medicine Crowe, co-team leader of the Committee on Native American Ministries (along 

with Eva Johnson), gave the CONAM report. Duane pointed out people sometimes say to him, “I 

know that native people have been treated poorly in the past, and I’m sorry for that.” But that is 

not the same thing as repentance, asking for forgiveness, or giving something back in an effort of 

reparation. He told of a white woman who asked Duane, “Can you forgive me for what my 

people have done to your people?” Both of them were in tears, and Duane witnessed to the peace 

he experienced in that moment.  

 



CAMP AND RETREAT MINISTRY 

Todd Bartlett, executive director of camp & retreat ministry, took a moment of personal privilege 

to report that his daughter, Megan (well-known to many conference members) had emergency 

open-heart surgery on May 1, but is recovering very well. 

 

This year the camp/retreat site directors are lifting up seven values that, as lived out by camp and 

retreat ministry, shine light in this world: wonder, hope, joy, acceptance, community, gratitude, 

and trust. Todd showed slides and shared stories that illustrate these values and he presented a 

charge: “Do this and you shall live.”  On behalf of the camp and retreat ministry throughout the 

Greater Northwest Area, Todd presented a quilted stole to the bishop that he made by hand from 

camp shirts from all our sites. The stole includes the names of the native peoples who originally 

lived on the land of each site. There is also a pocket sewn into the back of the stole that contains 

a list of the names of 800 missing Native girls and women, which the bishop will now carry with 

her whenever she wears this stole.   

 

BOARD OF PENSIONS 

Jeremy Hajdu-Paulen, chair of the Conference Board of Pensions, offered his gratitude for the 

members of the Board, as well as the conference staff who work tirelessly on our behalf on 

pensions and health benefits.  Jeremy also lifted up the folks at Wespath who work so hard for us 

behind the scenes. 

 

Jeremy reminded us of those whose retirements we celebrate this year.  

 

The BOP is now incorporated as a separate entity in order to make it possible for the Board to 

seek its own tax-exempt status, which means that the bylaws must be amended by the annual 

conference 

 

Jeremy moved that Article X (Amendments), section 10.2 of the bylaws of the Board of Pensions 

of the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church be amended to add 

“Article III, Section 3.2: Election of Directors.” 

 Passed. 

 

On behalf of the Board, Jeremy moved the adoption of the following health benefits 

recommendations: 

 

1. The Conference Board of Pensions, in consultation with the Council on Finance and 

Administration, is authorized to adjust the Conference Budget for Health Insurance Premiums 

and the monthly billed amount between sessions of the Annual Conference, if necessary, due to 

the receipt of new premium rate information from Wespath. 

 

2. The Conference Board of Pensions is authorized to adopt new eligibility policies as required 

by Wespath for the HealthFlex Program. These policies may include procedures for the 

cancellation of coverage due to various circumstances.  The effective date of these policies will 

be determined as required by Wespath. 

 



3. The Conference Treasurer is authorized to bill $1,395 per month to local churches and 100% 

of the premiums to other participants’ ministry settings to support the defined contribution 

toward health insurance benefits. Participants will pay any difference between the defined 

contribution amount and the total premium for the plan and benefit options they select.  The 

Conference Board of Pensions may approve use of the blended rate for non-local church settings 

if such change is mutually agreed upon by the ministry setting and the Conference Treasurer. 

 

4.  The CDHP C2000P2 with vision exam coverage and no dental coverage will be the default 

plan.  The annual Defined Contribution for active HealthFlex Exchange participants in 2020 will 

be as follows:   

Single Participant: $9,722 

Participant + Spouse: $17,984 

Participant + Family: $25,113 

 

5. The retiree health insurance plan is a Health Reimbursement Account (HRA) stipend based on 

the number of years of service in the Oregon-Idaho, Pacific Northwest and Alaska Conferences 

per the eligibility policy and table above. 

 

6. The following Health Insurance policies will be continued: 

 

a. No premium subsidy or stipend will be granted to participants retiring prior to the age of their 

Medicare eligibility. They shall be responsible for the full payment of their health insurance 

premium. Those who are eligible to retire under the forty-year rule (¶357.2c) will be granted an 

exception to receive the retired subsidy or stipend for their medical expenses. Upon reaching the 

age for Medicare eligibility, and enrolling in the Medicare program, the clergy member shall be 

eligible for conference subsidy or stipend based on the then current schedule as approved by the 

annual conference. 

 

b. The conference shall pay 100 percent of the medical insurance premium payment at the 

default level of benefits, for those persons eligible for benefits under the CPP Disability program. 

After one year the conference will pay the premium for the participant only. 

Passed. 

 

Jeremy moved the adoption of the Pension and Welfare Plans: 

 

1. Effective January 1, 2020, the Pre-82 (MRPF) past service rate for ordained clergy and local 

pastors shall be $647 per service year, with 70 percent continuing payment to the surviving 

spouse, and that Addendum A of the Clergy Retirement Security Program be so amended. 

 

2. Concerning the Clergy Retirement Security Program (CRSP): The Conference Treasurer will 

bill each local church for CRSP at the rate of 13 percent of the pastor’s compensation (including 

cash salary plus utilities and housing allowance [25% of cash salary if parsonage is provided]) 

for eligible clergy.  Cash salary includes deductions from payroll and any contributions toward 

social security.  Local churches served by retired clergy are exempt from this billing. 

 



3. The Conference Treasurer will bill each local church (with a pastor appointed three-quarter 

time or full time) at a rate of 3.0 percent of the pastor’s plan compensation for the 

Comprehensive Protection Plan (CPP) for eligible clergy. 

 

4. The Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference meeting in Eugene, Oregon, June 12-15, 2019, 

approves the Addendum: Resolutions Relating to Rental/Housing Allowances for Retired, 

Disabled, or Former Clergypersons of the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference. 

 

5. The Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference meeting in Eugene, Oregon, June 12-15, 2019 approves 

the 2020 Comprehensive Benefit Funding Plan for the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference, as 

submitted by the Conference Board of Pensions and approved by Wespath. 

 Passed. 

 

LEGISLATIVE ACTION 

Adam Briddell came back to the podium to lead us through the remaining legislation. 

 

On behalf of the Legislative Assembly, Ted Myers moved the adoption of AR-6, Directive for 

Complaint Process and Use of Reserve Funds. 

 Passed. 

 

Adam reported that the Legislative Assembly voted unanimously not to support AR-7, Aligning 

our Apportionments with our Values.  

 

On behalf of the Legislative Assembly, Debbie Wallace moved the adoption of AR-9, Study 

Committee for Disaffiliation and Special Annual Conference Session. 

 

Mark Bateman moved to amend AR-9, by inserting on Line 42 the following text:  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, we petition the Bishop to ensure this Study Committee is 

diverse and representative in its makeup. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Study Committee, as part of its work, will develop plans for 

governance and decision-making following disaffiliation having explored models that decenter 

power and privilege and provide voice to communities that are historically marginalized. 

 

The Bateman amendment was seconded.  

 

Carter Lybeck moved to amend, changing the phrase “power and privilege” to the phrase 

“power, privilege, and patriarchy.” Seconded. 

 Passed. 

 

Voting moved to the Bateman amendment, as amended. 

 Passed. 

 

Voting moved to AR-9, as amended. 

 Passed. 

 



Adam noted that we are now moving to the legislation that was developed yesterday as part of 

the Open Process during Tables Talks segment #2. 

 

Adam moved the adoption of AR-11, Petition WJ College of Bishops to Convene Special WJ 

Conference. 

 Passed. 

 

Adam moved the adoption of AR-12, Committee for the Greater Northwest Area Conferences 

Missional Discernment and Connectional Resources Analysis. 

 Passed. 

 

Adam moved the adoption of AR-13, Formation of a Study Committee on Communication. 

 Passed. 

 

On behalf of the Legislative Assembly, Kalina Malua-Katoa moved the adoption of SR-6, 

Standing up for Inclusion. 

 Passed. 

 

On behalf of the Legislative Assembly, Lydia Henry moved the adoption of SR-7, Standing With 

United Methodists Seeking Love and Justice For All. 

 Passed. 

 

Adam moved the adoption of AR-14, Worldwide Press Release. 

 

Mark Bateman moved to strike “Open Door Church to all” and replace with “Church for All.”  

Seconded. 

 

Jeanne Knepper moved to substitute for AR-14 that the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference 

prepare and release a press statement describing the actions we have taken to respond to the 

actions of General Conference 2019 and to confirm our continuation as an entity that welcomes,  

celebrates and includes all people regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity. 

 Passed. 

 

Greg Nelson pointed out that this is what our communications ministry does all the time! 

 

Discussion moved to the main motion, AR-14 as substituted.  

 Passed. 

 

MENTI POLL 

Using a word cloud technique, Teri Watanabe asked one last question: what word is on your 

heart as we finish annual conference? 

 

CLOSING WORDS 

Bishop Elaine offered some thoughts as we finish up our time together.   

  

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2020 



Kathleen Weber, district superintendent of the Crest to Coast District in the Pacific Northwest 

Annual Conference, invited us to Puyallup, Washington, June 10-14, 2020, to conduct our annual 

conference session at the Showplex Complex, along with the PNW conference. This is the state 

fairgrounds, and the bishop encouraged us to come dressed for a fair! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THANK YOU’S 

Lowell Greathouse offered a heart-felt thank you to all who worked to produce this annual 

conference session.  

 

READING OF THE APPOINTMENTS 

Laura Jaquith Bartlett reminded the body that the Conference Journal is printed on demand (each 

member or ministry setting can purchase a print journal from the conference website. The online 

journal can be downloaded from the website, and will be available in early August. Contact your 

district office if you need the password. 

 

Laura moved that the 51st session of the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference be adjourned sine die 

following the reading of appointments and our final meal together; and that the daily proceedings 

of this Annual Conference be printed as the official minutes in the Journal, with such editorial 

corrections as are necessary.  

 Passed. 

 

The district superintendents joined the bishop to read the appointments for each district. The 

Cascadia and Crater Lake districts each met for lunch.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


