
Living the Connection #1 
Thursday, June 12, 2014 

1:30 pm 
 
OPENING WORSHIP 
Following Clergy Session and Laity workshops in the morning, conference members and visitors 
gathered for worship led by John Tucker and others. The bishop preached the sermon.  
 
CALL TO ORDER  
Bishop Grant Hagiya called the 46th session of the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference to order at 
2:45pm. 
 
ORGANIZATIONAL MOTIONS 
Laura Jaquith Bartlett, conference secretary, made the following motions to organize the work of 
the conference session: 
1. The bar of the conference shall be established as the seats at the tables in the meeting room, 
including the tech booth but excluding the conference office, the floor manager’s table, and any 
hospitality tables. 
 
2. The conference staff, interpreters, readers, mentors, technicians, and pages who do not hold 
voting privileges are allowed the privilege of working within the bar of the conference. 
 
3. The pre-conference reports are hereby accepted for changes and perfections as determined by 
annual conference actions. 
 
4. Clergy members of other annual conferences currently serving within the bounds of the 
Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference under par. 346.1 of the Book of Discipline shall be allowed 
seats within the bar of the conference, with voice but no vote. 
 
5. The minutes of each Living the Connection session will be posted on the conference website 
each day. Corrections should be given to the Conference Secretary. 
 All passed. 
 
COMMUNICATION WITHIN THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE SESSION 
Laura Beville, floor manager, explained the variety of silent tools for communicating with one 
another at this session, since we are not sitting in assigned seats this year. 
 
INTRODUCTIONS 
Bishop Hagiya made several introductions: Juli Reinholz, the district superintendent of the Seven 
Rivers District in the Pacific Northwest Annual Conference, along with her spouse, David. The 
Rev. Dave Beckett is here from Alaska, where he has served as the Alaska Conference 
Superintendent. The Rev. Brenda Vaca is the Hispanic Ministries Coordinator for the Western 
Jurisdiction. Tom Wilson is the executive director of the Northwest United Methodist 
Foundation. Dee Poujade introduced a guest from the General Board of Global Ministries, Janet 
Lahr Lewis.  
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MINISTRY LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Kim Fields, assistant to the bishop, began the report by reminding us that, just a few years ago, 
we felt stuck. But we have been making changes and moving forward!  Kim lifted up the 
Congregational Leadership Development program. Mary Foote talked about the new ways of 
“doing church” with which we’ve been experimenting. Kim showed a statistic that measures the 
percentage of OR-ID congregations considered to be vital: in 2010 it was 10.5% and in 2012 it 
was 32.4%. Our financial health has also improved.  
 
NOMINATIONS REPORT 
Peg Lofsvold, chair of the Nominating Team, directed the attention of the conference members 
to the report of the Team. She asked that corrections or changes be written on the correction 
sheets that are on each table, and then given to the conference office in the corner of our plenary 
space. On Saturday we will vote on the corrected report. Peg thanked the members of the 
Nominating Team.  
 
BREAK 
 
CHURCH CLOSURES 
Lowell Greathouse, Columbia District Superintendent, acknowledged the difficult decisions that 
sometimes must be made as we move into the future with vitality. Lowell briefly summarized the 
history for both the Echo and Grace Korean United Methodist Churches. On May 4, the Echo 
UMC voted 12-0 to officially close as a United Methodist congregation. The Grace Korean 
congregation voted on April 27, 3-0 to close the church. All the proper Disciplinary requirements 
have now been met for both churches, with the exception of the final vote by the annual 
conference.  
 
Lowell moved that the Echo UMC be discontinued effective July 1, 2014, and that the real and 
personal, the tangible and intangible property be transferred to the Board of Trustees, according 
to Paragraph 2548 of the Book of Discipline. 
 Passed. 
 
Lowell moved that the Grace Korean United Methodist Church be discontinued effective July 1, 
2014, and that the real and personal, the tangible and intangible property be transferred to the 
Board of Trustees, according to Paragraph 2548 of the Book of Discipline. 
 Passed. 
 
Gwen Drake brought two churches of the Crater Lake District. On August 20, 2013, the Paisley 
UMC charge conference voted unanimously to discontinue the church. The congregation 
members have transferred their membership to the Paisley Community Church. The St Paul 
Center UMC has also voted to close, and all the members have transferred their membership to 
local UMCs. All the proper Disciplinary requirements have now been met for both churches, 
with the exception of the final vote by the annual conference.  
 
Gwen moved that the Paisley United Methodist Church be discontinued effective July 1, 2014, 
and that the real and personal, tangible and intangible property be transferred to the Board of 
Trustees, according to Paragraph 2548 of the Book of Discipline. 
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 Passed. 
 
 
 
Gwen moved that the St. Paul Center United Methodist Church in Springfield, Oregon, be 
discontinued effective July 1, 2014, and that the real and personal, tangible and intangible 
property be transferred to the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference Board of Trustees, according to 
Paragraph 2548 of the Book of Discipline. 
 Passed. 
 
Bishop Hagiya closed this time of both closures and new opportunities with prayer. 
 
CONFERENCE COUNCIL ON FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION 
Wendy Woodworth, president of the CF&A, addressed the annual conference. She expressed 
sorrow at the departure of Bill Mullette-Bauer as our Director of Stewardship and Finance, 
although we are grateful that we don’t have to say goodbye, since Bill will continue to serve in 
Oregon-Idaho in a special appointment. Wendy introduced Belinda Denicola as our new 
Conference Treasurer and Benefits Officer.  
 
Wendy reminded us that last year she distributed quarters as we focused on individual 
stewardship. This year she invited us to focus on congregational stewardship. Wendy introduced 
Alva Mitchell, a CF&A member from Vale UMC. Alva told the story of a transformation at the 
Vale church, as the congregation declined. In 2007 a group of church members committed 
themselves to the goal of supporting a full-time pastor and turning things around…but it didn’t 
work. The church didn’t give up!  In 2011 several Vale members attended the Leadership 
Institute at Boise First UMC, an experience that motivated them to try again, this time armed 
with new insights and tools. But…we have to stay tuned until Friday to hear the next chapter in 
the story! 
 
Duane Anders and Lisa Payton shared the story of Amity UMC in Boise. This is a congregation 
that started with big dreams, but they encountered a number of roadblocks, and began to be stuck 
in frustration and disillusionment. At that point, Lisa and Duane began to imagine and say “what 
if?”  What if these two congregations were able to form some kind of partnership?  What if 
together they were able to dream new dreams?  And tomorrow they will be back to tell us about 
those new dreams.  
 
Wendy shared some financial highlights. She told about a phone call from Bill Mullette-Bauer in 
February: we had paid our bills and still had money left over!  Bill was asking if we should be 
more faithful as an annual conference, and take the leap to pay a larger share of our General and 
Jurisdictional church commitments. The answer?  Yes! 
 
LEGISLATIVE FORUM #1 
Warren Light, legislative co-coordinator, directed members to the Consent Calendars. Warren 
explained that members have the opportunity to remove an item from the Action Request 
Consent Calendar with a motion (our Rules require 40 votes in support to remove an item). This 
Calendar requires a vote of 50% + 1 to pass.  
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Warren moved the adoption of the Action Request Consent Calendar. 
 Passed. 
 
Warren moved the adoption of the 2014 Standing Resolutions Consent Calendar. 
 Passed. 
 
Sandy Kimbrow, member of the 2014 Legislative Assembly, introduced SR5, a new standing 
resolution. On behalf of the Legislative Assembly, she moved the adoption of SR5. 
 Passed. 
 
UPDATE ON LAWSUITS 
Bill Mullette-Bauer reminded us that the conference was named in two different lawsuits, each 
for the amount of $4.5 million. Bill reported that he is delighted to share that both lawsuits have 
now been settled—the last one at about 5:00 pm this past Monday afternoon. Although both 
claims were covered by insurance, each of these took a staggering toll in time, energy, and staff. 
 
APPRECIATION FOR BILL MULLETTE-BAUER 
Wendy Woodworth led us in a time of expressing our profound gratitude to Bill as he leaves his 
position of leadership, which he has done with amazing grace and expertise. Bill is leaving the 
session early to be with his spouse, Jean, who is in Montana with her mother, who is in the final 
days of her life.  
 
Bishop Hagiya admitted that honoring someone like Bill requires breaking some rules!  The 
bishop decided to break a rule about the Bishop’s Award going only to a layperson. He then 
presented Bill Mullette-Bauer with the 2014 Bishop’s Award.  
 
Wendy noted that Bill helped our annual conference turn around our steep dive into red ink, but 
she pointed out that the reason we all love Bill is not about his “numbers acumen,” but it’s 
because of his heart.  
 
Ross Lundstrom, from the General Board of Pensions and Health Benefits, addressed the annual 
conference to share his own appreciation for Bill.  
 
Wendy, along with Alva Mitchell, presented Bill with some gifts from the entire annual 
conference: a donation to Imagine No Malaria, a check to be used for travel, and a gift of 
wooden bowls made by Alva.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PERSONAL PRIVILEGE 
Barbara Bellus expressed appreciation and awe for our legislative process, that was completed so 
quickly and with trust. 
 
PRAYER 
Bonnie Parr Philipson led a closing prayer as the members left at 4:58 pm for dinner and then 
worship. 



Living the Connection #1 - Thursday, June 12, 2014  Page 5 of 5  
 

 
MEMORIAL/COMMUNION WORSHIP SERVICE 
The conference members returned to the same space for worship planned by a team led by the 
Rev. Karen Hernandez. The Rev. Bonnie Parr Philipson, who will be retiring this year, gave the 
sermon. 
 
 


