
Worship Resources for Oregon-Idaho Churches1

Abuse Prevention Sunday 
(originally created for the 2013 observance)

Note for Worship Leaders: 
Although created to be healing resources, these prayers and litanies may serve as a trigger for 
survivors of sexual abuse who will be present during the worship.  In planning for worship, 
arrange to have clearly identified resource people available during and after the service as well 
as the following week to offer prayer and conversation.  In addition, in printed and spoken 
material throughout the worship, identify a safe area where people can opt to go for prayer.   

Example:  Our worship is focused on the healing for sexual abuse survivors and the prevention of 
sexual abuse. While some are survivors, others are close to survivors and may want to take some 
time apart in conversation or prayer during the worship this day.  The _______ is a safe place to 
engage in conversation and prayer during and after worship today.   

Invitation to Worship 2 

Option # 1 
Leader: Jesus said, Let the little children come to me… 
People: We come, each of us a child of God. 
Leader: Jesus said, do not stop them. 
People: We come to remove obstacles before children. 
Leader: Jesus said, it is to such as these that the reign of God belongs. 
People: We come to recognize that each child is already part of God’s realm. 
Leader: Jesus said, truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the reign of God as a little child will 
never enter it. 
People: We come to worship with the trust and vulnerability and dependence of a child. 
Come, let us worship God. 

Option # 2 (from Psalm 99:2-5) 

Before starting, have the worship leader tell the children that the congregation’s response will be 
“Holy is God!” so that they can join in the call to worship. 
Leader: God is great in our land; 
God is supreme over all the peoples. 
Let everyone praise your great and awesome name. 
People: Holy is God! 
Leader: Mighty Ruler, lover of justice, 
you have established fairness; 
you have done justice 
and goodness in those who have gone before. 
People: Holy is God! 
Leader: Praise our God; 
worship before God’s throne. 
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People: Holy is God!  
 

Option # 3 

Leader: Come praise God the Creator who made each child in God’s image! 
People: We will praise our Creator by recognizing each child’s sacred worth. 
Leader: Come praise the Christ who blessed the children! 
People: We will praise Christ by being a blessing to children in need. 
Leader: Come praise God the Holy Spirit who moves among us! 
People: We will praise the Holy Spirit by working for justice. 
Leader: Come praise the triune God who created us, redeemed us, and sustains us! 
People: We will praise God by putting our faith into action to seek justice for children. 

Opening Prayer 

Unison Prayer: Living God, you are here among us and within us, in the midst of whatever is ailing us. As 

Jesus reached out and touched the lives of those who gathered around him, may we also reach out in 

love to you and to each other.  Open our lives in this worship to the indwelling power of your Spirit.  To 

you be all glory for now and forever. AMEN. 3 

 

Opening Hymn Suggestions 

For Everyone Born  (Arrangement by Mark Miller) 
A Place at the Table  Worship & Song 3149 
Gather us In  Faith We Sing  # 2236 
Come and See  Faith We Sing# 2127  

 
Scripture Suggestions 

Lectionary C Scripture for April 28, 2013;   
 Acts 11: 1-18 
 Psalm 148  
 Revelation 21: 1-6 
 John 13: 31-35 

 
Other Options 

Old Testament 
  
 Psalm 103 with sung responses of “Bless the Lord”  from Faith We Sing # 2013 
  Song:   “Bless the Lord”   FWS 2013 
  Leader:  “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s holy  
   name” 
  All: Bless the Lord, O my soul.  
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  Voice 1:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget all of God’s benefits, 
  All:  Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
  Voice 2: Who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, 
  All: Bless the Lord, O my soul.  
  Voice 1: Who redeems your life from the pit of despair, who crowns you with  
  steadfast love and mercy, 
  All: Bless the Lord, O my soul.  
  Voice 2: Who satisfies you with good as long as you live, so that your youth is  
  renewed like the eagles. 
  All: Bless the Lord, O my soul 
  Song:   “Bless the Lord”   FWS 2013 
 

  Isaiah 58: 8-12 
  Deuteronomy 16:18-20 (Call to Justice)  
  Jeremiah 6:13-15; 8-11 (Call to Forgiveness)  
  Psalm 51 (Call for Mercy)  

 
New Testament  
  

 Luke 13: 10-17 (Common English Bible) (Call to Healing)  

Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 A woman was there who 

had been disabled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and couldn’t stand 

up straight. 12 When he saw her, Jesus called her to him and said, “Woman, you are set 

free from your sickness.” 13 He placed his hands on her and she straightened up at once 

and praised God. 

14 The synagogue leader, incensed that Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, responded, 

“There are six days during which work is permitted. Come and be healed on those days, 

not on the Sabbath day.” 

15 The Lord replied, “Hypocrites! Don’t each of you on the Sabbath untie your ox or 

donkey from its stall and lead it out to get a drink? 16 Then isn’t it necessary that this 

woman, a daughter of Abraham, bound by Satan for eighteen long years, be set free 

from her bondage on the Sabbath day?” 17 When he said these things, all his opponents 

were put to shame, but all those in the crowd rejoiced at all the extraordinary things he 

was doing. 

 Luke 18:1-8a (Call to Justice) 

 Luke 18: 15-17 (Call to Bless) 

 John 7: 53-8:11 (Advocacy of Christ for survivor)   

Sermon Option 



Luke 13: 10-17—although this text is the healing of the bent over woman, it could be used to 

illustrate the life-bending destruction of childhood sexual abuse.  In addition to individual 

survivors, entire families and communities are bent over in pain from the perpetration of sexual 

abuse.  

John Heagle in his book Justice Rising: The Emerging Biblical Vision4 reflects on this biblical text: 

“The woman is nameless, as is so often the case in the Gospel stories. For millennia women have 

been nameless (for our illustrations—children have been nameless) – invisible in their dignity 

and courage, unrecognized in their leadership, their spirit of solidarity, their commitment to 

relationships, their creativity, and their faithfulness. She may be nameless, but the fact that she 

is a woman is all the more significant.  Luke is telling us that it is not only physically whole, law-

abiding, economically secure Jewish males that can have access to God’s favor.  Jesus is choosing 

to widen the circle of compassion, to push out the boundaries of mercy, and to hold up this 

‘daughter of Abraham’ (13:16) as a central concern for God’s fierce justice.  

Options to Take the Story into our Lives5 

 We make Jesus’ concern for the nameless and the oppressed by … 

 Tell a story of hurt and healing, prevention or redemption 

 Share a witness or testimony from congregation or other speaker  

Congregational Response Options 

Hymns 
 Sacred the Body  FWS # 2228 
 God Weeps   FWS # 2048 
 Healer of our Every ill  FWS # 2213 
 You are mine  FWS # 2218 
 Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying FWS # 2193 

Prayer of Confession & Reconciliation 

Option # 16 

 “God, we pray for survivors of sexual abuse. We pray for healing. We pray for deep comfort. We 

pray that you will restore what has been stolen and broken. While you do not alter history, you reveal 

your love in the present and the future. What seems hopelessly shattered, in you can be redeemed.  We 

turn to you and cry out for help and healing.  

Moment of Silence 
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  For those who have suffered, come to them tenderly and with overwhelming and powerful love. 

We join Jesus’ and borrow his words, “Be freed from your suffering...” God, Heal the survivors of sexual 

abuse, in Jesus name.” 

Option # 27 

God of endless love, 

ever caring, ever strong, 

always present, always just: 

You gave your only Son 

to save us by the blood of his cross. 

Gentle Jesus, shepherd of peace, 

join to your own suffering 

the pain of all who have been hurt 

in body, mind, and spirit 

by those who betrayed the trust placed in them. 

Hear our cries as we agonize 

over the harm done to our brothers and sisters. 

Breathe wisdom into our prayers, 

soothe restless hearts with hope, 

steady shaken spirits with faith: 

Show us the way to justice and wholeness, 

enlightened by truth and enfolded in your mercy 

Holy Spirit, comforter of hearts, 

heal your people's wounds 

and transform our brokenness. 

Grant us courage and wisdom, humility and grace 

so that we may act with justice and find peace in you.  In the name of Christ our healer we pray. 

AMEN 

Words of Assurance 

Option # 1 

 We have spoken our words of confession to those who have been harmed .  Forgiveness is ours 

to ask, but not ours to demand.  In whatever ways it may be offered and in whatever time, it will be 

received as gift. 
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 We have also spoken our words of confession before God.  This congregation has been in an 

extended season of pain, witnessing the deaths of many things held most dear.  The Source of Love has 

heard our confessions and holds them with compassion.  Received Christ’s invitation to new life as 

forgiven people. 8 

Option # 2 

 Hurting, they came to him. 

Healed, they followed him. 
Grateful, they gave to him what they had what they were. 
Blessed, they became a blessing  
and went out to all the world in his name. 
 
Those who are hurt 
and healed 
grateful 
and blessed 
still move among us 
in his name. 

  Ann Weems9 

Affirmation of Faith 

Prayer by Carolyn Holderread Heggen10 

 Group 1: We believe that beyond the violence 
 Group 2: there can be love; 
 Group 1: That beyond the despair, 
 Group 2: there can be hope; 
 Group 1: That beyond the torment, 
 Group 2: we will find rest; 
 Group 1: That beyond our brokenness, 
 Group 2: There can be healing: 
 Group 1: That beyond our agony, 
 Group 2: We will find joy. 
 All:   Oh, God, transform our disbelieve and gently carry  
    us from darkness to light.   
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Litany of Commitment 

God did not call us to succeed, 
God called us to serve. 
God did not call us to win, 
God called us to work. 
God did not call us to live long, 
God called us to live for God. 
God did not call us to be happy, 
God called us to be hopeful. 
God did not call us to fame, 
God called us to faith. 
God did not call us to seek power, 
God called us to seek peace. 
God did not call us to loot the earth and each other, 
God called us to love our earth and each other. Amen.11 
 (By Marian Wright Edelman)  

Benediction 

Go forth to answer God’s call; 
Go forth to protect children; 
Go forth to pursue justice. 
Now may the blessing of God who calls us, 
Of Christ who welcomed the children into his protective embrace, 
And of the Spirit who moves in and through us as we work for justice 
Be with you and every child of God now and forever more. Amen.12 
 
Go forth recognizing each child as a blessing from God. 
Go forth knowing yourself to be blessed by God. 
Go forth to be a blessing in God’s name. 
Now may the blessing of God 
Who created each child in God’s image 
Who redeemed us through God’s own Child, 
Who works through us to seek justice for every child 
Be with you and every child of God this day and ever more. Amen.13 
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