
Cascadia District Colloquies 2017-2018 

Purpose and Outline 

 

Purpose of Colloquy: 

 To be a place and time for those serving UM churches and settings to gather for fellowship, 

learning, and connection with other UM churches, the District, Conference, and the larger UMC. 

 A community of elders, deacons, licensed local pastors, ministers of other denominations and 

lay people assigned who serve within the Cascadia District in UM churches, extension ministries, 

and other places. 

 The colloquy is not intended to be a support group.  It is intended to be a place where you can 

ask for advice, seek wisdom, and find connections with others who serve God, the church and 

the world in similar ways. 

Agenda Template (the order isn’t important, the content is) 

 Gather and Check in 

 Devotion/Worship/Spiritual Practice as a Group 

 Sharing the most significant things from your setting that have happened over the last month or 

will be happening in the next month. 

 Announcements and information from: 

o District 

o Conference 

o General Church 

o Other sources 

 Learning/Growth/Personal Development 

o Each colloquy will spend at least 45 minutes each time they gather in Christian 

conferencing – reflecting thoughtfully and theologically on an article, TED Talk, or other 

resource that has been supplied either by the DS or agreed to in advance by the 

members of the colloquy. 

o This is a time for reflection and sharing.  It is not a time for trying to convince people you 

are right or that there is only one way to understand, interpret, or apply what has been 

shared. 

o The goal is to learn something, to go deeper, to hear of other ways to see something, to 

expand your horizon, and not to defend your territory.  Different points of view, levels 

of interest, amounts of agreement are expected and encouraged.  This is an opportunity 

to practice dialogue and understanding, not argumentation and judgment.  

 Pray together 

o Persons are invited to share a concern and joy from their setting and personal life, if 

desired. 

o After a moment of silence, the facilitator for the day offers prayer. 

 Good bye 

o Facilitator reminds everyone of date, time, location, facilitator and spiritual practice 

provider for the next gathering of the colloquy 

o On the road! 


