
CDCES ANNUAL MEETING  

Present --  Harold Hauser, Norm Dyer, David White,  Scott Overton, 
Bruce Rogers, Kathy Boyes, Becca Wieringa, Trudy Pollard, DS Erin 
Martin,  Donna Ward, Brian Shimer  
 
Guests:  Melba Hauser, Lydia Henry, Bill Gates, Greg Dufault, Paulette Meyer, 
Christy Dirren, Judy Huey, John and Pat Schweibert, Sandy Lofy   
 
 Excused:  Paul Darling, Bruce Rogers 
 
Thanks to John and Pat Schweibert for their excellent lunch.  
 
Called to order 12 noon  Kathy Boyes and Becca Wieringa 
 
District Churches present:  St Paul’s, Fremont, West Portland, Vermont Hills, Oak 
Grove, University Park, Tigard, Faith, Trinity, Westside, Wilshire-Native American 
Fellowship, Molalla and Willamette, formerly Woodlawn.   
 
Members recognized and elected officially.  
 
Greg Dufault --  Began in April 1987 with this board.  The total amount of money 
we had then was about 300,000 all in certificates of deposit.  It was all invested in 
start-up businesses. So Greg expanded the work of investment as the needs of each 
church that invested with us was different.  Expanded to three then four portfolios.  
The CES took all the risk.  Created portfolios so that churches assumed the same 
amount of risk that we do.  The first is the “short term” portfolio.  The second is the 
“long term” which has a 20 year limitation on it.  The duration in this portfolio has 
been kept shorter. Third is the “Equity” portfolio with Greg having the ability to 
buy/sell within some parameters.  The forecast for the year is good.  Prices are high 
so we have 30% cash.  Fourth portfolio is the church loan portfolio.   
 
Scott Overton / Treasurer:  Presented budget and income from churches.  Budget 
passed.   
 
There is money in a grant called the “Ray and Rose Balcomb Endowment Fund”. This 
form will be sent to the churches.  The purpose of the fund is to establish or enhance 
musical ministries at churches.  They’ve fixed organs, bought hymnals, hired singers, 
etc.  The deadline for those request is March 31st.  One time, once a year request and 
gift.  This will come to the April board meeting.    
 
Scott explained the rest of the treasurer’s report, and how to request funds.  We 
have loans, that must be repaid.  We have regular grants, through the application.  
And we have the Vital Ministries Fund grant with a separate application form, and is 
for a larger grant.  All the forms are in the packet and online.   
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A question was asked about the National Development Fund, which is more for 
major loans, and a totally separate entity.  Our interest rate is based upon what they 
set.   
 
Pat Schweibert – report on Sunnyside UMC.  “I’ve been involved here for 37 
years.  I’m the queen of the basement.”  She has been working with Children’s Club 
and Hard Times Supper for those years.  In 2015 this congregation officially closed.  
The decision was initially to sell the building.  But many were not willing to leave 
this place nor leave the ministries here.  The congregation had dwindled from its 
heyday when1000 used to come here for worship, to a very small group.  At Annual 
Conference after the announcement of the official closure, the bishop said that 
perhaps there was more that could be done.  Give it a try.  Many neighbors got 
involved in helping care for the building.  Pat has learned to make friends with the 
neighbors and serves on the Home Owners association.  She and others have heard 
their stories and listened to their concerns.  Sunnyside Environmental School is glad 
to have the work here.  Pat is working on a cohort with students teaching them 
about homeless people, and taking homeless people there to meet the students.  At a 
Neighborhood  meeting a woman was concerned about people sleeping in the park 
across from the church.   
 
Pat hosted a community meeting/dinner where neighbors and street people came to 
the same meeting, ate together, and shared and were able to listen and hear one 
another.  The decision was made “for” people not “against” them. People are glad 
this building is still part of the neighborhood. Still building relationships.  70% in 
this community, although they are unchurched, they want to serve.  “By rubbing 
shoulders with us, these people can experience the love of God in this place.”  
 
Pat has watched how things have just arrived to help here.  She has had people just 
drop off things needed.  A man called because his sister had lived and died living on 
the street.  He is funding the shower needed here and helping with the water bill.   
 
They give out blankets, sleeping bags, clean socks, wash their clothes and give a new 
set.   
 
She shared a long, long list of the groups that meet here.   
 
People ask about worship.  Pat believes that we need to be praying in and for this 
church and with those who are in need of service.  She has started a small group that 
meets here at Sunnyside every Sunday afternoon at 4 pm.   
 
Financially they are paying their bills and saving funds for deferred maintenance.     
 
Online information is available on the umoi.org website under the Columbia District.  
If you have trouble, call Sandy Lofy at the District Office.    
 
DS Erin Martin:  
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Pat has laid groundwork for what the district is discovering and learning about 
where we are in the context of history and Christian faith.  The reality is that many 
have no place for traditional Christianity. Yet all the groundwork is there for people 
who desire to have life with meaning and to connect to something greater than 
themselves. God is at work in their midst and the potential for their lives to be 
transformed is great.  The CDCES has therefore come alongside of many projects in 
which we have lost congregations but gained neighborhoods.  We have had to set 
aside a lot of our old assumptions about how we work within the church.  The 
CDCES has sponsored many of these projects to the tune of $104,000 in 2016. I am 
proud of the work we are doing and look forward to the work that we are going to 
continue to do.  
 
Missional Strategy Team --  for a year spent time seeking to name our realities and 
prioritize our work going forward.  That resulted in the strategic plan. The first goal 
was to recreate a Wesleyan movement that is fueled by our spiritual life together.   
We have to go back to our roots and helping make Word accessible again and move 
our ministry out of that space.  Reprioritizing our worship together.  A new 
understanding of direction so that we have ministry sites and mutually encourage 
the ministry we do together.  We are looking at leadership development and how to 
do new kinds of leadership.  Then community engagement is the last area of the 
plan.  The strategy team will be taking the plan to see how to create specific funding 
for each one of the four areas.  The strategy team will meet on the first time this 
coming Saturday (2/18/17). 
 
 Officially welcomed Becca Wieringa as new president of the CDCES.   
 
Adjourned 1:11 pm.   
  
 
 
 
 


