
CDCES ANNUAL MEETING  FEBRUARY 11, 2015 

Present: Bruce Rogers, Mildred Riley, Harold Hauser, Norm Dyer, Brian Shimer, Lowell 
Greathouse, Kathy Boyes, David White, Sherry Evans, Sandy Storment, Kalina Malua 
Katoa,  Ginny Smyres, Eveline  
 
Churches Represented:  BFUMC, Oak Grove, St Helens/Rainier, Faith Troutdale, 
University Park, Portland First, Westside UMC, Tigard, Freemont, West Portland and 
Trinity.   
 
Scott Overton called the meeting to order. 
Pastor Michelle welcomed the group to St Helen’s UMC and Prayed for us. 
 
Minutes read and approved as written from 2014 Annual Meeting. 
 
Officers list approved for 2015.  Josh Heussner is in the “President Elect” position.  
Corrected the officer list from stating “Vice President” to “President Elect.”   
 
Budget walked through by Scott describing sources of income and expenses.  Currently 
there is $1200 in the budget to assist those traveling further than 90 miles to our 
meeting with a maximum assistance of $150. Discussed the audit aspect of the budget. 
Budget approved. David White introduced as our new bookkeeper.   
 
Scott presented that CDCES gives both loans and grants to churches. We also manage 
funds for churches.   These can be for construction and for faith initiative.  St Helens 
loans for roof and Rainier for their parsonage.  Grants usually are on the basis of a 
congregation’s willingness to participate in helping raise funds.  The new fund area is 
called the “Vital Ministries Fund” which relates to areas of faith and program within the 
local setting.   
 
Lowell Greathouse thanked all for coming, and acknowledged how true the quote is by  
Frank Lloyd Wright, for the reality of this place has shaped this people.  Here is his 
quote:  “We spend our lives shaping the places in which we live, and then, those places 
shape us.”  Wanted to acknowledge Bruce Rogers’ long-term service as treasurer and 
bookkeeper.  The baton now passes to David White.  The new “vital ministries fund” 
expresses the new vision of the board.  Talked about how we want the money to get 
“into the streets,” to engage the community in faith.  Hispanic parenting classes and 
Faith Troutdale to contemporize their space are the first two of these grants given. 
Lowell spoke out of the fact that we have had 6 churches close in his tenure, but also 
have birthed 4 new ministries and made grants to strengthen two other ministries.  He 
also spoke that he will no longer be District Superintendent beginning July 1st as he 
moves to a connectional ministry position.   
 
Meeting was adjourned to a delicious lunch served by the St. Helens First UMC folk.   
 

 


