United Methodist Volunteers in Mission Western Jurisdiction
Equipping Volunteers, Empowering Partnerships

January 12, 2022
All UMVIM teams are reminded to contact their hosts prior to international and
domestic travel during the COVID-19 Pandemic

2022 - A New Year -New
Challenges
Each year before the new year, I look for a word that I can focus on in my work. Last year
the word was 'HOPE' and you saw that in my short reflections. Right after Thanksgiving I
decided on the word 'HEALING'. I was seeing people who had suffered loss of family, of
property, even mental, physical or spiritual health and thought it would be important for us as
Volunteers in Mission to be present and work to bring healing to those we serve. It does not
matter where we get to serve; it could in our church or in our community or maybe we will finally
we able to serve some where in the US or maybe internationally.
Then December put us into a tailspin that we are still experiencing this January. We saw the
devastation of tornadoes in the Midwest, fires in Colorado, and flooding in the Pacific Northwest
but that was not all. Omicron is causing chaos and the weather seems relentless. Are we in a
place to heal from the events of 2021 and January 2022? How are you doing with all of
this? Life seems much more challenging than ever. People are wondering 'how will they

survive all of this'
On one of the fences in the Boulder CO Fire it says, "Do Not be Discouraged for I am Your
God'. This reminder that God is with us as we go through this Challenging Time and that we
are a source of Christian Love that Brings Hope to those in need. We may not be ready to start
healing yet, but we can give LOVE and Hope to those around us.

A New Year's Prayer
Lord, You make all things new
You bring hope alive in our hearts
And cause our Spirits to be born again
Thank you for this new year
For all the potential it holds.
Come and kindle in us
A mighty flame
So that in our time, many will see the wonders of God
And live forever to praise Your glorious name.
- Author Unknown

Offering Hope in 2022

Marshall Fire, Boulder County CO. View of Harper Lake 12.30.21

Mountain Sky

"On Thursday, December 30, 2021, a wildfire raced through parts of our conference,
destroying homes and livelihoods. We grieve with those who have lost so much, who
now must pick up the pieces of their lives and begin again.
I give thanks for the ways United Methodists in the area stepped in to provide shelter
and support in the midst of the crisis. This is at the heart of who we are as United
Methodists: we know our faith is meant to be lived out in acts of compassion and
mercy.
As a connectional church, we also embody a very basic understanding: we are one
body, and when one member of the body suffers, we all suffer. We are called to
relieve suffering and care for one another so the entire body can be whole."

Bishop

Karen Oliveto 12.31.21

Earlier in December, Bishop Oliveto told us about the devastating fire in Denton, Montana
where 25 Denton families lost their homes in the fire. If you would like to donate to either fire go
to the conference website

https://www.mtnskyumc.org/donate. The Conference Disaster Response Coordinator, Mike

Moore, is working on Recovery and Response efforts as they asses the need for more support
and volunteers. Please contact Mike if you would like to serve later in the summer.

Cal/Nev:

Steve Elliott, the Conference Disaster Response Coordinator and UMVIM Coordinator for Cal/Nev is
requesting volunteers to work at several Long Term Recovery sites caused by the Wildfires of the last
couple of years. Rebuild sites are also being set up from the 2021 Wildfire throughout the Cal/Nev
Conference. Click here to go to Cal/Nev website for more information or to donate.

Pacific Northwest:
Contact Cheryl Reagan the UMVIM Coordinator if you are interested in serving the Long
Term Recovery Organization in the Okanogan after the wildfires of 2020. Kathy and Dana
Bryson, the Conference Disaster Response Coordinators are working on Response and
Recovery efforts in the Whatcom County area (Northwest corner of Washington State) and
the new Lewis County Flooding. Early Response teams are conducting assessments and
they will announce when volunteers will be needed for the recovery effort.

PRAY - GIVE - SERVE

Upcoming Events
•

Winter Mission Academy

•
•

Virtual Mission Team Leader Training

•

Discover...Mission Journey for Young Adults

•

UMVIM Virtual Mission Journey to Laos

•

Virtual Mission to Cameroon

•

Mission Volunteers

Winter Mission Academy
Jan. 31-February 5, 2022
Registration: https://forms.gle/qYe6xrbK3DGmCyGXA

Virtual Mission Team Leader Training
February 5, 2022

A rewarding way to put your Christian faith into action is by organizing
and leading a mission team. Mission teams address all kinds of needs in our

world – disaster recovery, medical, immigration issues, vacation bible school
and many others. There are endless possibilities.
To help you prepare for developing a mission idea and leading a mission
team, join us on
Saturday, February 5th,
2022 for the next session of
the UMVIM Team Leader
Training. This twopart online session will
be 10am to Noon and 1pm to
3pm. We’ll address all aspects of the mission lifecycle – planning through
completion. It will include discussion of common organizing tasks, recruiting
team members, execution challenges and how to close out a meaningful
mission.
This class is also valuable to experienced team leaders as a refresher
and a way to get the latest updates on mission best practices. Each participant
will receive a very complete, detailed Team Leader Binder and the Mission
Journey Handbook.
This training will be led by Steve Elliott, our California-Nevada Conference
UMVIM Coordinator. Steve has some twenty years of mission experience.
To register for the Virtual Mission Team Leader Training click here
Registration closes January 27th, 2022. The cost is $35.
For more information, contact:

Shari Sandoval at umvim@calnevumc.org or

916-374-1528 pr Steve Elliott at umvimcoordinator@calnevumc.org or 925-6409797
Open to Western Jurisdiction Team Leaders and Members

Discover...Mission Journey for Young Adults

DISCOVER...MISSION with the Blackfeet United Methodist Parish in Browning, Montana
An opportunity for Young Adults ages 18-30
July 5-12, 2022
$1400 per person
Scholarships Available
Apply by February 15, 2022
Discover...Mission is a program of United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM)
designed to cultivate young mission leaders in the church. During the mission journey,
participants will grow in their intercultural competency by working alongside young members of
the Blackfeet Nation and attending North American Indian Days - an annual festival hosted by
the tribe.
Participants will also receive hands-on training to become UMVIM Team Leaders. Go to:
umvim.org/discovermission for information or click here for an application. If you have any
questions contact Tammy NCJ or Ronda WJ

UMVIM Virtual Mission Journey
to Laos

The Western Jurisdiction UMVIM is inviting
you to a Virtual Mission to LAOS.
The focus of the mission will be looking at the
opportunities to serve in-person as a
Volunteers in Mission team. During the 4 days
we will be learning about the history and the
culture of the Laos people, about the various
projects, and take a language class.
Dates: February 10, 17 24, and March 3, 2022
(Thursday)
Time: 5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. PST (US)
90 minutes each day.
For those in the Laos the dates are:
February 11, 18, 25 and March 4, 2022 (Friday)
Time: 8:00 am-9:30 am (Laos)
To Register: https://forms.gle/YgjCr1ZXvrTfFKRn9
For more information, please contact Ronda Cordill at umvimwj@gmail.com

Looking for a new Adventure - Consider Southeast Asia – Laos

Virtual Mission to Cameroon
Join us for a Virtual mission to Cameroon on
January 22 and 29, 2022!
10:00am (Eastern)/9:00am (Central)/8:00am
(Mountain)/7:00am (Pacific)/5:00pm (Yaounde)
Share in the discussion and learning with the
leadership team of the Cameroon Mission and
Ebenezer Community United Methodist Church.
A mission journey to Cameroon is planned for
October 15-31, 2022. This is a great opportunity
to begin to build relationships!
Click here to Register

Mission Volunteers

Click here for more information and application.

Contacts:
Western Jurisdictional Coordinator: Ronda Cordill
Email: umvimwj@gmail.com
Phone: (509) 993-6753 (Cell) or (509) 235-5466 (Home)
Address: 20116 W. Sterling; Rd Cheney, WA 99004
ANNUAL CONFERENCE UMVIM COORDINATORS

Alaska:
Don Olson
Cal/Pacific:
Doug & Judy Lewis
Cal/Nevada:
Steve Elliott
Mountain Sky
Rev. Kenneth Daniell
Desert Southwest:
Mike & Lorraine Eyer
Oregon/Idaho:
Louise Kienzle
Pacific Northwest:
Cheryl Reagan
Your UMVIM WJ Conference Coordinators are there to assist and support you as you answer your
call to serve as a short-term mission volunteer. If you are already scheduled to serve on a mission
journey, let us know about it, so that we can share your story. Please feel free to contact them for
information or connection to other VIM Resources.
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