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Equipping Volunteers, Empowering Partnerships 

June 15, 2021 

 

All UMVIM teams are reminded to contact their hosts prior to international and domestic travel 
during the COVID-19 Pandemic  

 

 
  

'Summer is for Sabbath' 
     The transistion of moving from school or work to summer vacation can be 
choatic especially in this time of Covid.  As our communities start to reopen things are 



even more uncertain.  Do we go on a vacation or do a 
'staycation'?  The rules for travel is difficult to follow as 
they are constantly changing.  What ever you do this 
summer I would like to encourage you to take time to be 
'in Sabbath', the rest, relaxation and mediation with 
God's creation.  I have been challenged to do Sabbath 
for 2 hours a week, it can be short walks or sitting 
quietly mediating or dreaming or one special time 
during the week.  My challenge to you is to find 30 
minutes a week to do 'sabbath'.  It can be 30 minutes at 
one time or 10 minutes 3 times a week.  This summer 
make sure that you find time for 'Sabbath'.  Below is a 
mediatation to start your journey of sabbath. I hope you 
will take the time to look for God's presence in your summer.  Ronda Cordill, UMVIM WJ 
Jurisdiction Coordinator 

On  Vacation 
If I take the wings of the morning 

and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 

even there your hand shall lead me, 

and your right hand shall hold me fast.  
                   —Psalm 139.9-10 

 
Sometimes it's actually good 

to settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 
where there is nothing but God's presence. 

 

Free of all requirements or expectations, 

removed from “what we're worth”— 

there is the sacred worth of our being, apart from our doing. 

 

Sabbath is not a prohibition— can't do this, can't do that— 

but freedom—freedom from what's asked of us, 

freedom from being identified by what we do, 

or even how we're doing, 

freedom to simply be— 

and finding there God's gracious accompaniment. 

https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=cfaef41614&e=d49f85ec1c


 

The farthest limits of the sea. 
_________________ 
Steve Garnaas-Holmes 

Unfolding Light  

www.unfoldinglight.net  

June 4, 2021 

 
 

Team Leader Trainings WJ 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

UMVIM Team Leader Training 

https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=9349297ea4&e=d49f85ec1c


(Virtual Training) 
 

Steve Elliot, Cal/Nev's new UMVIM Conference Coordinator will be leading a Team Leader 
Training, virtually on June 26th 10 a.m. to 12 noon and 1-3 p.m. There are only 2 spots 

left.  Contact Seve as soon as possible at umvimcoordinator@calnevumc.org 
 

Open to all in the Jurisdiction who are interested.   
 

 
MISSION TEAM LEADER SEMINAR 

Join us for this special online seminar for experienced leaders who have led a mission in the 

past.  It is a refresher on best practices and an update on the latest news – Covid protocols, 

team insurance, new national UMVIM website, mission opportunities in the Western United 
States and more.  This is a great opportunity to renew our thinking about putting our faith into 
action through Christian service. 

This virtual, online seminar will be Thursday, July 15th, 2021, 6:30 to 8:00pm, Pacific 

Time.  It will be hosted by Ronda Cordill, Western Jurisdiction UMVIM Coordinator and Steve 
Elliott, Missions Coordinator for the California-Nevada Conference. 

There is no cost for this seminar.   To Register Click Here 

Registrations are due by July 8th, 2021 
  

 
 

EARLY RESPONSE TEAM TRAINING: Renewal Class 

ERT Renewal Class (by Zoom) 

One of the ways United Methodists provide assistance in times of disaster is by deploying trained Early 
Response Team (ERT) members to provide a caring, Christian presence of support to survivors.  ERTs 
from our Conference have provided assistance locally after fires and floods and traveled to other parts of 
the United States, including Puerto Rico, following hurricanes and floods. 

It’s time to prepare for the 2021 Fire Season and that means renewing your Early Response Team (ERT) 
certification if it has expired or is close to expiring.  Your ERT certification is good for three years. UMCOR 
has developed an ERT renewal curriculum that can be taught via Zoom.   

The class will be given in two 2-hour evening sessions (7-9 P.M. PDT), Tuesday, 6/29 and Wednesday, 
6/30.  The class will be limited to 15 people. 

mailto:umvimcoordinator@calnevumc.org
https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=7d40a0ec52&e=d49f85ec1c


 

To Register or for more information:  Email Leslie Carmichael at carm-lee@pacbell.net 
 

NOTE:  We hope to be able to offer an in-person Basic ERT class soon. The Basic ERT training includes how to work with 
survivors as part of an ERT Team, safety measures, and training in typical types of work for ERTs following floods, fires, and 

other disasters. Watch for an announcement regarding a Basic ERT class. 

   

 

What's Happening in the WJ  
   

Long Term Recovery News 
     The Long Term Recovery Organizations are concerned for team and client safety.  

As the CDC guidelines change click here for a copy of the latest Covid guidelines or contact 
your UMVIM Conference Coordinators with questions.  

 

 
 
 
Pacific Northwest - URGENT NEEDS:   

• There is an emergency need for a small team to work in the Methow Valley UMC 
parsonage. Rewiring outlets and replacing some damaged/worn-out decking and 
steps. 

• There is a need in Houston, Texas working with Hope Disaster Recovery group on 
homes damaged by the deep freeze earlier this year. 

The Pacific Northwest Conference and the Greater Northwest Area (Alaska, Washington, 
Oregon, and Idaho) have Covid Guidelines in place so help us 'Step Forward Safely in Love and 
Trust'.  By following these guidelines, UMVIM teams can start to serve again. 

For more information contact Cheryl Reagon PNW UMVIM Conference Coordinator . 
Let’s Get Out There and Help Somebody! 

mailto:carm-lee@pacbell.net
https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=9f4863d384&e=d49f85ec1c
mailto:PNWUMVIM@GMAIL.COM


 

 
Cal/Nev:  
Sonja Edd-Bennett has just let us know that there are at least 2 Long Term Recovery sites 
accepting volunteer teams this summer.  To volunteer for either Early Response or Long Term 
Recovery Teams, contact Sonja Edd-Bennett at  sonjaeb@calnevumc.org  or 916-374-1525.  
 
Oregon-Idaho:   
 Blue Mountain Region Long Term Recovery Group 
This site is open to take Long Term Recovery Teams.  If you have a team that is interested in 
volunteering, please contact Louise Kienzle at umvim@umoi.org  | 541-620-0989.  
  

   

  

Upcoming Events 
 

mailto:sonjaeb@calnevumc.org
mailto:umvim@umoi.org


Virtual Mission 101 

 
 

 
 



 
   

Justice Camp kicked off on Sun., June 13, at DuSable Museum of African American History. Dr. 
Kim Dulaney, DuSable Museum’s Director of Education & Programs, walked virtual and in-

person participants around the museum and focused on the history of the museum and what 
students can do to “stand up against racism.” She talked about the lives of the founder, Dr. 

Margaret Burroughs, Mayor Harold Washington, Zora Neal Hurston, and many others and the 
importance of using our collective voices to speak up against racism. 

   
Serene Selke-Fisher, a 10th grader from Rochester, NY and member of Asbury First United 
Methodist Church, Rochester, is a registered student participating in Justice Camp. In 
registering for the camp, she wrote, “I think it would be really interesting to get a variety of 
perspectives on the effects of systemic oppression.” After Day 1 of the camp, Serene shared 
her excitement of participating in the virtual camp and has already read Just Mercy: A Story of 
Justice and Redemption, the novel by Bryan Stevenson, founder of the Equal Justice Initiative 
as she prepares for Day 2 of the virtual camp in Montgomery, AL. They are looking forward to 
Day 2 of the Justice Camp which is on Sun., 6/27, 3-5p CST, via Zoom. 

To register for the 3 remaining days of Justice Camp, go 
to https://www.umcnic.org/justicecamp. 

   
 

https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=4e71d454eb&e=d49f85ec1c


 

 
Summer Mission Academy 

 
 
 
   

   

 

Contacts:                                    



 

Western Jurisdictional Coordinator:  Ronda Cordill  
Email:   umvimwj@gmail.com  
Phone:  (509) 993-6753 (Cell) or (509) 235-5466 (Home) 
Address:  20116 W. Sterling; Rd Cheney, WA 99004 
 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE UMVIM COORDINATORS  
Alaska:                        Don Olson    
Cal/Pacific:                  Doug & Judy Lewis  
Cal/Nevada:                Steve Elliott and  Shari Sandoval  
Mountain Sky              Rev Kenneth Daniell 
Desert Southwest:       Mike & Lorraine Eyer                       
Oregon/Idaho:             Louise Kienzle  
Pacific Northwest:       Cheryl Reagan 
 
Your UMVIM WJ Conference Coordinators are there to assist and support you as you answer your 
call to serve as a short-term mission volunteer.  If you are already scheduled to serve on a mission 
journey, let us know about it, so that we can share your story.  Please feel free to contact them for 
information or connection to other VIM Resources.  
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