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All UMVIM teams are reminded to contact their hosts prior to international and domestic travel 
during the COVID-19 Pandemic  

 

 
  



 
 

Finding Hope (Virtually) 
   
     One of the opportunities, the UMVIM Western Jurisdiction took advantage of was 
the use of virtual missions to maintain past connections between WJ Teams 
and UMVIM Sites, to establish new relationships and create awareness with other 
sites and issues.  In April, our virtual mission with the Philippines featured 10 
projects supported by various UMVIM teams and United Methodist Women.  We 
learned how COVID-19 has exacerbated the poverty that has been created by the 
current government's violation on human 
rights in the Philippines.  As the team learned 
about the extreme hardships of the people and 
ways the agencies have had to change the way 
they are serving their clientele, they expanded 
their work to support their various ministries 
as well as to feed the hungry.  Jobs to buy 
food were disappearing with the lock down in 
the neighborhoods.  The agencies we 
supported in that mission included:  Manila 
Episcopal Area UMC, United Methodist Women' Regional Missionary Emma Cantor, 
Batis Center for Women,  Ascunción A. Perez Memorial, Inc.  Wesley University 
Philippines and Philippines SHARE Program, National Council of Churches in the 
Philippines, Dambana, Rise Up, and Kapatiran-Kaunlaran Foundation Inc. (KKFI) 
   



The issue of human rights violations in the Philippines are so troublesome to the 
first mission team that we developed a second virtual mission to learn more about 

how we in the US can help advocate for 
changes.  Bishop Ciriaco Q. Francisco 
started is out with the church's 
perspective and how they are working 
with the people of Manila.  Norma 
Dollaga a UMC Deaconess working 
with DAMBANA an agency that helps 
the poor by providing food and 
medicine, 
develops psychosocial programs, and 
leads rallies asking for human rights to 
come to an end in the Philippines.  Our 

final presenter was GBGM Missionary Joy Prim assigned to work with the migrants 
from the Philippines in Hong Kong.  Joy related stories of what it is like for the more 
than 150,000 migrants from the Philippines to escape the tryanny of Duterte.  Their 
living conditions are unbearable and Joy works with the migrants to advocate for 
changes in the Philippines so they can return to their home land.   

Next Steps:  

Our final day of the virtual mission was to take the recommendations of the speaker and 

the team and prioritize them.  Here is the full list but the top 4 are: 

1. Support the UMC Board of Church and 

Society and the Philippine Central 
Conference Board of Church and 
Society advocacies and social justice 

work on the Philippines.  See Article 

1  Article 2 
2. Support & endorse InvestigatePH, the 

Independent International Commission on 

Investigation ongoing in the 

Philippines.  Click Here for third report. 
3. Ask your USA Congress Representatives 

to cosponsor HR8313- Philippine Human 
Rights Act. as US Tax dollars are funding the Duterte Government without any 
accountability on how the money is being used. To learn more click here.  

https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=170560b713&e=d49f85ec1c
https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=170560b713&e=d49f85ec1c
https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=3a7a69a5b3&e=d49f85ec1c
https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=3a7a69a5b3&e=d49f85ec1c
https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=745ff18ebd&e=d49f85ec1c
https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=1d74c39edb&e=d49f85ec1c
https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=b6311973d5&e=d49f85ec1c
https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=ba6659f447&e=d49f85ec1c
https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=ba6659f447&e=d49f85ec1c
https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=a4ff74c8eb&e=d49f85ec1c


 

a. Ask your senators to be brave enough to introduce it. 
b.  Call on the Biden Administration to stand by their commitment to not send 

military aid to known human rights violators 
4. Mobilize our faithful to amplify our call: Stop the Killings in the Philippines!  

a. Hold a USA wide (or Western Jurisdiction wide) day of action for UMC 

faithful and their friends to have a candle lighting, or ringing of their church 

bells at the same time.    
b. Continue education events for the US UMC to learn more and understand 

the issues. 

+The Human Rights work in the Philippines does not start when defenders are 

attacked. The very situation of poverty, joblessness, the unfulfilled promise of 

agrarian reform breed violations of basic rights.   
Bishop Ciriaco Q. Francisco 

  

 
  

 

UMVIM Virtual Mission Journey Laos 
 

The Western Jurisdiction UMVIM is inviting you to a Virtual 
Mission to LAOS. 

 
The focus of the mission will be looking at the opportunities to 
serve in-person as a Volunteers in Mission team.  During the 4 

days we will be learning about the history and the culture of the 
Laos people, about the various projects, and take a language 

class.   
 

Dates:  November 9, 10,11,and 12, 2021 in the US 
   

Time:  5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. PST  (US) 
90 minutes each day. 

  



 

For those in the Laos the dates are: 
November 10, 11, 12, and 13, 2021 @ 8:00 am-9:30 am       

 
To register:  https://forms.gle/QV3u7fMMmqiyGZMW8 
For more information, please contact Ronda Cordill at 

umvimwj@gmail.com 
 

Looking for a new Adventure - Consider Southeast 
Asia - Laos  

   
   

 

  

Long Term Recovery Teams Need in WJ 
  

Cal/Nev Long Term Recovery 
      The Camp Fire, November 2018, was the deadliest and most destructive wildfire in 

California history. Tragically, 85 people died.  The 
fire burned over 150,000 acres and more than 
18,000 structures.  The towns of Paradise, Concow, 
Magalia and Butte Creek were largely destroyed. 
 
After a massive two-year cleanup and debris 
removal, rebuilding began in earnest in early 
2021.  Volunteer organizations were permitted to 
scale up efforts to assist low-income survivors with 
construction of new homes.  One such organization 
is Hope Crisis Response Network (HCRN).  In 

October, a Cal/Nev UMVIM Team joined the work with HCRN and two more UMVIM teams 
will be serving in October and November. Now is a good time to start to make plans to serve 
in the Spring and Summer.  Contact Steve Elliot UMVIM Annual Conference Coordinator if you 
would like to join the rebuilding effort.  You can read more... 
 
Pacific Northwest :   
There are several volunteer opportunities to serve on an UMVIM Long Term Recovery 
team both for the Okanogan Long Term 
Organization and for the Malden Fire both this fall 
and in the Spring 2022.  Teams are already 
serving in Okanogan and Malden is asking for 
"Done in a Day" type teams for various small 
projects.  The work will vary as the sites are being 
prepped for rebuilding homes and organizing the 
work with other volunteer rebuild groups.  For 
more information contact Cheryl Reagan PNW 
UMVIM Conference Coordinator. 
   

https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=c405bf765c&e=d49f85ec1c
mailto:umvimwj@gmail.com
mailto:umvimcoordinator@calnevumc.org
https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=5257baf8d2&e=d49f85ec1c
mailto:PNWUMVIM@GMAIL.COM


 

 
  

  
  

 

 

Urgent News about Haiti 
  

When news outlets started to report that 17 missionaries were kidnapped in Haiti by one of 
the gangs operating in the area around Port-au-Prince. The missionaries have been 
identified as being a part of Christian Aid Ministries.  
 
The group of missionaries was returning from visiting an orphanage in Fond Parisien on 
Saturday and were en route to their home base in Titanyen when their bus was hijacked 
and taken over by gang members. Unfortunately, this is an increasingly common 
occurrence in the country. 
 
At the current moment, both the State Department and the CDC have listed Haiti as a 
Level 4 Travel Advisory "Do Not Travel" due to heightened violence and COVID 
transmission rates. In light of this, UMVIM strongly urges any team planning to travel to 
Haiti to please postpone your mission until such a time that it is safe to travel as well as 
safe for people in Haiti to host your team. 
 
Please pray for these seventeen missionaries and their families, that they will be released 
unharmed. Please pray for the kidnappers, that they may come to know the love of Jesus 
Christ. Please pray for the people of Haiti, that they will be able to live in peace. 
 
Please also pray for our United Methodist missionaries everywhere in the world, that they 
may continue to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
 

 

God's blessings upon you, 
 

  
   

  

Global Mission Fellows US-2 Track 
 

Applications for GMF US-2 track are being accepted through November 20. Who can apply?  
Young adults between the ages of 20 to 30 

• Willing to live and serve in solidarity with others 
• Dedicated to addressing systematic oppression 
• Called to put their Christian faith into action 
• Paid a living stipend 



 

 
 

Find out more here! 
  

 

 

Contacts:                                    
Western Jurisdictional Coordinator:  Ronda Cordill  
Email:   umvimwj@gmail.com  
Phone:  (509) 993-6753 (Cell) or (509) 235-5466 (Home) 
Address:  20116 W. Sterling; Rd Cheney, WA 99004 
 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE UMVIM COORDINATORS  
Alaska:                        Don Olson    
Cal/Pacific:                  Doug & Judy Lewis  
Cal/Nevada:                Steve Elliott and  Shari Sandoval  
Mountain Sky              Rev Kenneth Daniell 
Desert Southwest:       Mike & Lorraine Eyer                       
Oregon/Idaho:             Louise Kienzle  
Pacific Northwest:       Cheryl Reagan 
 
Your UMVIM WJ Conference Coordinators are there to assist and support you as you answer your 
call to serve as a short-term mission volunteer.  If you are already scheduled to serve on a mission 
journey, let us know about it, so that we can share your story.  Please feel free to contact them for 
information or connection to other VIM Resources.  
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United Methodist Volunteers in Mission - Western Jurisdiction 
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Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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