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President’s Message
“With every breath you take, you are loved!
Each morning when you awake, you are loved!
Every second of every day, you are loved!
On your best day and on the worst day, you are endlessly
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and unconditionally loved by God!”
This was sent via Facebook from a friend of mine, Linda Scheirman.
As I read it I thought how appropriate it was for the theme of our
Annual Meeting,

“Whoever you are, Wherever you are, God is there!”
Though we hoped we would be celebrating in person, we are still
together and God’s love holds us no matter what. One way “we”
can be together is to gather your UMW friends either in your home
or at church so you can all be on Zoom - if you are comfortable doing so. Or perhaps a text or phone call to one other person reminding her that you will be at the meeting and you hope she will be
too.
Part of our time together will be to celebrate and remember the
women who have passed away since we met last September. Presidents please send these names to me: grandmamaj@comcast.net.
Also please send your unit pledge for 2022 to Suzanne Wardenaar,
wardenaar@msn.com or 420 NW 11th Ave, #501, Portland 97209.

Purpose of United Methodist
Women
United Methodist Women shall be a
community of women whose purpose
is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus
Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts
of mission through participation in the
global ministries of the church.

Our business meeting will come after the program. The 2022 budget and nominations report was sent out a little earlier. The minutes
to review are in this newsletter.
I hope that many of you will be joining us for our time together, to
“see” each other and celebrate our connection as United Methodist Women.
If you have any questions please contact me...see you on Zoom on
September 25 at 10AM.
P. 1

Love and Blessings, Janice
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Spiritual Growth—Devotion
Donna Metcalf

Dear Sisters in Christ,
In our times of chaos and turmoil, with refugees fleeing for their lives and
having to start over with nothing, strangers in a strange land; a pandemic
still raging out of control and the earth as we know it, slowly shutting
down.
Where can we turn? Who can we look to? Where is our strength?
I often turn to heroes of faith in the Bible for confirmation of God’s presence to give me re-assurance
and courage.
Hear what James said about Abraham: “You see, he was trusting God so much he was willing to do
whatever God asked him to do. His faith was made complete by what he did - by his actions.” James
2:22

Abraham left his home, transformed his life and was even willing to sacrifice his own son in response
to God’s call, fully assured God would provide whatever was needed. Such is faith translated into
works…. Faith will change us, give us courage where we feel fear, embolden us beyond our dreams,
change our lives.
To me this sounds a lot like the UMW vision of “Turning faith, hope, love into action…”
Our UMW Columbia District annual meeting on September 25 has the theme of “Whoever you are,
Wherever you are, God is there…” We will feature homelessness with all its desperation and gritty
reality; but there are many wildernesses, places of desolation, into which we all wander, even those
internal wildernesses of lonesomeness, depression and lack of community so endemic in this time of
pandemic. God sees us in our own wilderness and is with everyone, everywhere, always…
We are called to walk our daily life differently because of our faith in Jesus Christ and our saving God.
A version of “fear not” is said 365 times in the Bible to assure us of God’s continued presence. We can
be assured we are not alone at anytime or place and have the means to help and lift up others, God
will provide!
Step out, fear not, you are in Christ,
Donna Metcalf, Columbia District Spiritual Coordinator
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Columbia District United Methodist Annual Meeting
September 25th -10:00 am—12:00 pm - via ZOOM
Zoom room will open at 9:30 am.

Who ever you are,
Where ever you are,
You are Loved

Program: Columbia District planning team are pleased to be able to share this video clip from Interfaith Alliance as part of the Annual meeting. We will hear Catherine’s story. At the time this was made,
Catherine was a resident at one of the CP3O camps--the tiny home villages that are metal and were
funded by CARES money. Join us as we listen and reflect on her heartfelt and honest personal story.
Register today using this. This link works in chrome and MS Edge: Edge: https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsvW_ht7t2fwkL-14eYex_guohBHdazfSbAk4mznh0_IyNQA/viewform?usp=sf_link
If you would prefer, send your registration to Lydia Henry: lydiahenry626@gmail.com. Please include
your name, unit, email address, phone number and church (if different than unit)

You are invited to prepare for roll call by finding out the name of the tribe who cared for the land you
now live on. You will be asked to put your names and the tribal name (s) in the chat.
To find out your tribe, text your zip code to (907) 312-5085 or go to https://native-land.ca/
resources/territory-acknowledgement/
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Columbia District United Methodist Women Annual Business
Columbia District United Methodist Women
Proposed 2022 ADMINISTRATIVE & MEMBERSHIP

Columbia District United Methodist
Women

DEVELOPMENT BUDGET

Proposed Slate of Officers for 2022
President: Lydia Henry

Leadership Operating Expenses:
Planning Meetings, Travel, Meals, Lodging
Postage
Printing
Administrative Office Supplies
Program Resources incl. sampler mailing
Audit
Leadership Recognition
President to UMC Annual Conference
Total Leadership Operating Expense

$ 200
50
50
50
100
300
200
400
$ 1,350

Past President/advisory role: Janice Stevens

Vice President: VACANT
Secretary: Loretta Milton**
Treasurer: Suzanne Wardenaar *(1 year term)
Resource Room Manager: Clarice Kruschwitz
Communications: Clarice Kruschwitz*
Membership and Outreach: VACANT

Membership Development:
Legislative Event
School of Mission u
SOMs/Mission Workshop Scholarship
Local unit visits + Shepherdesses
Newsletter
Directory
Total Membership Development Expense Events:

Social Action: VACANT
$ 200
250
100
100
100
100
$ 850

Events:
Leadership Training Events
DLTE/UMW Annual Conference Meetings
Mission Event/Spiritual Retreat
UMW Annual District Meeting
Total Events Expense

500
300
700
400
$1,900

Miscellaneous:
Contingency Fund
Total Miscellaneous Fund

$ 100
$ 100

Total Budget

$4,200

District proposed Pledge to Mission:
Quadrennial Event Fund:

$30,000
$800

Spiritual Growth: Donna Metcalf*

Nominations Committee: Loretta Milton*
Trudy Pollard*
*Members Continuing in Office
** The Leadership team will be taking
turns on the minutes and other responsibilities will be assigned as needed.

Editor’s note. Corrections from the initial
posting of the budget: The Local Unit visits/
Shepherdesses was omitted and now added.
Corrections on the Slate of Officers: Suzanne is
the correct spelling.
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Columbia District United Methodist Women Annual Meeting—Continued
COLUMBIA DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
2020 ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING Minutes by ZOOM

September 19, 2020

10:00am. – 12:00pm.

(This meeting was held this year by Zoom, as we were having a COVID-19 pandemic and were not able to meet in person.)

Gathering
President Janice Stevens welcomed all those who were in attendance on the Zoom call. The Purpose was recited by
all.
Janice introduced all the Members of the Columbia District United Methodist Women’s Leadership Team, and the
Members present that were on the OR/ID Conference UMW Leadership Team, and OR/ID Conference Lay Leader,
Cynthia MacLeod.
Worship and Speaker
Gloria Marple led us in Opening Worship. She lit a candle for Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Associate Justice of the Supreme
Court of the United States, who passed away the day before. She then presented the program The School to Prison
Pipeline.
In Memory, 2019-2020
Names of the United Methodist Women of the District who passed away this past year were read by President
Janice while Gloria lit a candle for each one. Names read: Montavilla UMW - Ann Bell ; Rainier UMW - Betty Vilhauer; Great Spirit UMW - Sharon Kent ; Oak Grove UMW - Emma Lou Johnson; Lake Oswego UMW - Nancy Wyngint,
Joan Shuy, Clarethel Kahananui; Fremont UMW - Jeanice Curtis, Charlene Harper, Sharon Lannigan.
Call to Order of the Business
President Janice said that the Quorum for the meeting was for all those who are present. There were 29 UMW
Members present. (Names are listed separately after the Minutes)
Minutes
Minutes were distributed by the Columbia District Explorer in August, 2020, and again in an email in September,
2020 for the women to view ahead of time. Secretary Clarice moved that the minutes previously presented for the
Columbia District United Methodist Annual Meeting of 2019 be accepted as presented. Motion was seconded and
passed by consensus.
Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Suzanne reported that $17,945.00 of our Mission Pledge has been paid to the OR/ID Conference for the
1st, 2nd, and 3rd quarter. We are not on track to meet our $40,000 Pledge to Mission this year. Money is not coming
in at events and Units are not able to pay their Pledges in full. She reported that she has only received Pledges for
next year from two Units.
Proposed Budget for 2021
Suzanne explained that the Leadership Team took a look at the budget and compared the current budget to the last
several years and found places that we could trim the budget. The total budget for the year is $6,075, down from
$8,080 in 2020. (The Budget for 2021 follows the List of Members present)
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Proposed Budget for 2021
Suzanne explained that the Leadership Team took a look at the budget and compared the current budget to the last
several years and found places that we could trim the budget. The total budget for the year is $6,075, down from
$8,080 in 2020. (The Budget for 2021 follows the List of Members present)
Suzanne moved that we accept the 2021 Columbia District UMW proposed budget that had been presented by email
earlier in September. The Budget for 2021 was passed by consensus of those present. Suzanne explained that we have
not met our Pledge to Mission to the OR/ID UMW Conference for several years, so the committee decided that
$30,000 was a more realistic figure. Suzanne also moved that we accept the Pledge to Mission of $30,000. Motion
passed by consensus.
Special Recognition Pins
Janice recognized the two members who are retiring from the Leadership Team. Judi Hanson – Resource Room Manager, and Gloria Marple – Spiritual Growth. Janice expressed her appreciation for the work these two women have
done in their respective roles. Since pins could not be given in person, she will be mailing the Pins to these two women.
Nominations
Loretta presented the Slate of Nominations as follows.
Slate of Officers for 2021
President …………………….…….. Janice Stevens
Secretary……………………..…..….Clarice Kruschwitz
Social Action ………………..………Claudia Roberts
Communications ……………..…..Clarice Kruschwitz
Membership & Outreach …..….VACANT
Education & Interpretation…….VACANT

Vice President ………….…….……Lydia Henry
Treasurer ……………………..….….Suzanne Wardenaar
Spiritual Growth ……………..……Donna Metcalf
Nominations Committee ………Loretta Milton
Trudy Pollard
Nominations Chair ………..………VACANT

Loretta moved that the Slate of Officers for Columbia District United Methodist Women be approved for 2021. Motion
passed by consensus.
Installation of Officers
President, Becky Warren of OR/ID UMW Conference led an installation service for the officers for 2021. She said that
they are all “Saints in Ministry”. Each was given a paper that each received in the mail previously that had questions
that they each responded to.
Closing Remarks
We were reminded to register for OR/ID United Methodist Women Conference Annual Meeting in October.
Janice closed with several closing remarks. Donna Metcalf our new Spiritual Growth leader led us in a closing prayer.
Slide Show of Quilts
The meeting closed out with a Slide Show, put together by Claudia Roberts, of all the quilts that the United Methodist
Women in Columbia District have been making this year for Annual Conference. We enjoyed seeing all the variety of
quilts that the women have made. It was decided that either the Units can decide where they want their quilts to go,
or let Janice know about their quilts and the District Leadership Team will determine where they will go.
Clarice Kruschwitz, Secretary of Columbia District United Methodist Women
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Book Report

John Lewis once said, "Nothing can stop the power of a committed and determined people to make a difference in our society. Why? Because human beings are the most dynamic link to the
divine on this planet." As United Methodist Women we have a
150 year legacy of commitment toward improving lives in the
name of faith, hope and love. At this crucial place in history when
it seems hopeless at times we must recharge and carry on; continue to connect and be engaged in our efforts that will make a
difference.

Gum Moon, Cantonese for “Gold Door” or
“Golden Gate”, is the story of a ChineseAmerican girl, Mei Chun Lai living in San Francisco. While the novel is fiction, it is based on
the events in the life of the author’s wife’s
grandmother. It is set in the early 1900’s and
includes a vivid description of survival and
loss following the 1906 San
Francisco earthquake.

As we review those underpinnings of our UMW heritage, The Response Magazine can provide stunning inspiration: from Shannon
Priddy, National President, "We are still here because of our commitment to the Purpose of United Methodist Women. In this time
of unknowing , know your faith makes you strong and your expression of that faith is your work for women, youth and children
at home and around the world." and from Harriett Jane Olson,
General Secretary, "We are not helpless. We can work together
to make justice and flourishing available for all. May we see and
believe that this is the work that would glorify God. Let us do justice, love mercy and walk humbly in this time." As you leaf
through the pages of Response, one will encounter magical images - faces, smiles, wonderment - the priceless gifts from Paul
Jeffrey's camera that connect us to our human relatives around
the world. These are examples of the amazing connections we
have in the UMW sisterhood.

The story begins with a
heartbreaking look into a
destitute family living in the
Chinese area of San Francisco. It tells us that there was a custom of selling young girls and women into prostitution
or slavery to procure money for a struggling
family. We journey with Chun and her mother where the story starts with three year-old
Chun being sold for $100 to a brothel keeper
so that her family might have money to live.
The book is written in a way that continues to
draw the reader deeper into the intrigues
and dangers of life in San Francisco.

On behalf of the District Nominations Committee, we reach out
to all of our local units in the Columbia District. We have been
walking through a time of struggles, uncertainty and discouragement, but when we connect with faith and the spirit, we will find
hope on the other side. We have need for willing hearts to consider joining our District Executive Team.....to fill some of the positions that are open such as secretary, treasurer, and social action coordinator. It may feel intimidating to consider another
commitment in your life, but serving can provide new horizons,
new blessings, new "links to the divine". This upcoming year the
Executive Team will be working to accomplish tasks as a collaborative unit with more sharing of jobs, rather than adherence to
rigid job descriptions. Planning for our Columbia District Every
Member Enrichment Event in 2022 will be a high priority. If you
might be interested in joining the Team contact Loretta Milton
(503-287-3992; ljmilton@yahoo.com) or Trudy Pollard (503-2893570; pollard81492@comcast.net).
Very Truly Yours,

Columbia District Nominations Committee

Chun is rescued from the brothel by a young
Methodist woman who places her in a Home
for abused and trafficked girls. Life in the
Home is filled with new experiences for
Chun, who later, when she is baptized,
changes her name to Maud. At the age of 13
Maud is part of a group of orphans who embark on a train trip to the east coast. Through
their music and testimony, they raise money
for the Home. This story of virtually living on
a train over months of travel and staying in
homes and churches is one of my favorite
parts of the book.
If you are looking for an interesting story of
survival and what it means to be family in
any sense of the term, I would recommend
Gum Moon.
Submitted by Lydia Henry
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Claudia Roberts, Social Action Chair

As United Methodist Women, we cannot see the chaos at the airport in Kabul and not feel compassion for the Afghans who are seeking to flee because they worked for and aided U.S. military and diplomats because they believed
we were creating a new future for their country. They are coming here with little more than the clothes on their
backs. We are compelled by Jesus to help these neighbors. The Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services in Vancouver, Washington is already reaching out to these refugees. Here is a statement made by their CEO, David Dues.
“In the last two weeks, Lutheran Community Services Northwest has welcomed more than 40 Afghan allies with
Special Immigrant Visas (SIVs). These are Afghan nationals who have worked with the US Armed Forces as translators and interpreters for at least 12 months and have a written recommendation from a commanding officer. We
will be welcoming many more in the weeks to come.
Our first priority is the safety and well-being of our new arrivals. Staff are working quickly to surround each arriving
family with basic needs like housing, food, clothing, transportation and monetary assistance. The Northwest is a
welcoming community and we are humbled by the many offers of assistance. We will have volunteer and community engagement opportunities in the near future. To inquire about volunteering or to offer a space for housing refugees, please email siv@lcsnw.org.”
Right now, the best way to extend a welcome is with a donation. Your gift will help us address the most immediate
and basic needs of our new neighbors. Please go to this donation page for credit cards and select the “I want to give
to refugee services” checkbox. Or, mail your donation to: LCSNW – Donations Lockbox #1034 PO Box 35146 Seattle,
WA 98124-5146 Please write “refugee services” in the memo line.

Proposed Changes in the Standing Rules for 2022
E. SPIRITUAL GROWTH RETREAT
1. The Spiritual Growth Retreat is held in the spring of each year in partnership with the Cascadia and Columbia District
UMW.
2. It is planned and coordinated by the Spiritual Growth Coordinator and the Vice-President of the District responsible
for planning the retreat.
3. Columbia District will be responsible for planning the Retreat on even years and Cascadia District will be responsible
for planning the Retreat on odd years. Planning includes but is not limited to: topic, speaker, venue, date, time, and
publicity.
4. Registration and snacks will be handled by the District who is NOT in charge of the Retreat planning.
5. The Registration fee for the Retreat shall cover ALL costs for the event including speaker honorarium, speaker mileage and housing (if necessary), retreat facility charges, meals, tech support, music leadership, supplies, name tags, etc.
6. In the event the registration fee fails to cover unexpected expense, the two Districts will each pay one-half of those
expenses, up to the budgeted line item amount.
7. A program reflecting the UMW Purpose shall be presented.
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Oregon-Idaho Conference United Methodist Women
Annual Meeting
Awake to Love and Serve – Empowering Women

Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old.
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
-Isaiah 43: 18, 19a

Saturday, October 16, 2021

9 am -11-15 am PDT; 10 am-12:15 am MDT
Due to ongoing concerns about the pandemic, re-opening of churches (including ability to serve food), and host housing, we have
made the difficult decision to again be totally virtual. Thank you for your understanding in these uncertain times.

Our program this year is very timely as we focus increasingly on the issues women face both globally and locally. Members of
United Methodist Women
can empower other women through our Mission Giving. Learn about the
REGISTER
many ways this happens
through this year’s program - Empowering Women Through Mission
Giving.

Here is the link to register:

An email will be sent on Monday, October 11, with an agenda, copies of the items we will be voting on, and the Zoom link. If you
do not receive the email, check your Junk or Spam folder. If it is not there, or if you have any questions or problems, please contact either: Janelle Bolt - janelle@busyhands.biz or 503-538-9401
Or Gayle Woods – gaylewoods5964@msn.com or 208-571-0945

District Leadership Training Event (DLTE) will be virtual as well, and will be arranged separately by each leadership position.
Registration information is also available on our web page: https://www.umoi.org/umw
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Columbia District United Methodist Women Quilt Project
Quilter’s, knitters, and other quilt and blanket makers we re putting together a slide show again this year for our
District Annual Meeting of all of the quilts and blankets our women have made. Please take a picture of your quilt/
blanket AS SOON AS IT IS FINISHED (NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 15) and send the picture to:
Lydia Henry at: lydiahenrey626@gmail.com. Please include your name, your church or unit
name, and, if known, the charitable organization you plan to give the blanket to. If you don’t
have a digital camera or don’t know how to email pictures, you may send a printed photo to
Lydia Henry at 15102 SE Myra Lane, Clackamas, OR 97015. If you want your photo returned to
you, please indicate that when you mail it.
Please have your blankets blessed either at your church during worship or at your unit
meeting. Yes, they can be blessed via Zoom or at an online worship service! Once they are blessed they can then be
donated to a local organization of your choice for youth and children.

●2021 Quilt Project

●Book Report
●OR/ID UMW Conference Annual Meeting information
●Nominations Report
●Social Action Report
●Columbia District UMW Annual
Meeting information
●Devotion
●President’s Message
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