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 United Methodist Women - Oregon-Idaho Conference 
 

Crater Lake District 
Messenger 

August 2019 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

CRATER LAKE DISTRICT ANNUAL MEETING 

Sept.28, 2019   9:30 to 2:30 

Wesley United Methodist Church, 1385 Oakway Rd., Eugene 

The Keynote Speaker will be Rev. Jessie Cummins Connor.  Jessie graduated from Garrett-Evangelical Theological 
Seminary in 2015 with a Master of Divinity.  She is now serving at Eugene First United Methodist Church as 
Associate Pastor of Justice and Discipleship. As a child, she grew up living at YMCA and 4-H Camps in Ohio, New 
Jersey, Michigan, and Illinois with staff, trees, and books as her buds.  These foundational years in relationship with 
Creation deeply shaped her calling to work in Camping and Retreat Ministries, environmental justice movements, and 
as a pastor.  Attempts at her own compost creating, electric car driving, and lowering energy cost life styles have 
brought great hilarity and humility.  She can’t wait to share her theology of creation with y’all. 

 

*********************************************************************** 

Registration Form 

Number Attending____                   Church or Unit_____________________ 

Names of attendees and any special dietary needs 

_______________________   _____________________   ____________________ 

_______________________   _____________________   ____________________ 

 

Make checks for $11 per person to Crater Lake Dist. UMW.  Send to Kirsten Allam, 5235 Mallard 

Circle, Albany, OR 97321 by Sept 20th. 
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President’s Message Marie Houck 

In past years at Mission u (or School of Christian 
Mission), there would be puzzles, each at least 
500 pieces, for we attendees to put together while 
we visited.  Having fun while putting the pieces in 
place, the puzzles were always completed before 
we all left for home. 

This we can also do while fulfilling the purpose 
of United Methodist Women.  We work together, 
none of us doing all the work; with all of us doing 
a little while being very thankful for our 
deepening and supportive friendships with each 
other.  Being involved expands our horizons, 
guides us into personal and spiritual growth, and 
following the teachings of Jesus, becomes very 
important to us. 

Why is the organization of United Methodist 
Women so very important?  Because we embody 
faith, hope, and love in action. We are engaged in 
mission on a daily basis through prayer, volunteer 
support, and mission giving. Our faith and hope is 
resulting in action on behalf of and with women, 
children, and youth in local communities through 
the work of National Mission Institutions. Nearly 
100 National Mission Institutions in the United 
States supported by United Methodist Women’s 
giving are empowering women, caring for 
children, educating and building youth, looking 
after the neglected, advocating for social justice 
issues, creating economic opportunities, and 
changing neighborhoods.   

I believe in the mission of United Methodist 
Women. Also important to me is:  

• We believe in God and the teachings of Jesus 
Christ. 

• Spiritual Growth. 

• To increase our knowledge of our community, 
nation and world. 

• To live in harmony with each other and all 
living things. 

• To listen, contemplate and meditate. 

• We believe in compassion, justice, 
forgiveness, tolerance, love, peace, and 
integrity of all creation.  

• Our Charter of Racial Justice; human rights 
are respected. 

• Our future depends on other people’s future 
and theirs depend on mine. 

• Violence is not a response in promoting peace. 

• To believe in ourselves for God believes in us. 

My list is not complete and I believe all of you 
can add to this list.  I encourage each unit to 
create their list and email it to Jeannie Boese, 
Chair of Crater Lake District Communications 
Committee, at:  jboeseumw@charter.net 

“I am only one, but I am one. I cannot do 
everything, but I can do something. And I will not 
let what I cannot do interfere with what I can do.” 

- Edward Everett Hale, author of A Man Without 
a Country 

 

Marie Houck, 
President 
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“Nobody makes a greater mistake than he who did nothing because he could do only a little.”  
Edmund Burke 



 ____________   
Crater Lake District Messenger - August 2019  3 

 

Summer is a special time for all of us.  For 
most, life slows down a bit.   The pace at our 
house is more relaxed and I have time.  There is 
time for special projects, more time to relax 
with friends, time to sit and read more, time to 
make fresh Oregon strawberry jam to tuck away 
in our freezer.   

I even found time to take a day and go on a 
‘field trip’ with friends from church.  Recently 
25-30 of us made a trip to Salem to tour the 
Capital.  One, in our group, is a former member 
of the House of Representatives and was excited 
to make sure we all understood the impact 
Methodists had in early Oregon history.   Due to 
the grounds being re-landscaped, we were only 
able to peek through a fence to see a statue of 
Jason Lee located near the east end of the 
Capital, but we did get a peek at this statue.   

Written history indicates Flathead Indians 
walked 3000 miles from west of the Rockies to 
deliver a letter seeking religious instruction.   
The authenticity of these writings is unknown.  
However, the historical account tells us that the 
letter made its way to the ‘Christian Advocate 
& Journal’ with the request for religious 
instruction from Native Americans in the 
Oregon territory.   At the time, this publication 
was the Methodist’s most influential 
publication.  In true Methodist fashion, the 
women jumped in to help, by sending their 
jewels to the Board of Ministry.  The response 
of the Methodists was in the tradition of John 
Wesley and  missionaries were sent to share the 
Christian message.  How accurate the written 
history is, remains unknown, but we do know 
that Reverend Jason Lee, a Methodist minister 
was asked to make the trip to the West to 
minister to the people of this region.    

History tells us Reverend Jason Lee was 30 
years of age, 6’3” tall, 200 lbs, studious, and 
pious.  He traveled from northern New England 
to settle in an area now known as Willamette 
Mission State Park, about 8 miles north of 
Salem.  We are the modern day result of this 
beginning. 

Space prohibits a more complete account of all 
the known details of this story but as we look 
back on this time, we know that missionaries 
today would work with indigenous peoples in 
the ways of this time.   We may be tempted to 
say, “We can’t change the past.”  Perhaps 
instead we can say, “We can end the oppressive 
legacies of the past and change the future.”  

Rev. Jason Lee brought the Methodist ideas to 
the Native Americans here.  Those who 
followed on the Oregon Trail also heard the 
message Rev. Lee brought.  We are a part of 
this and can be proud of what went before us.   

 

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet 
of him who brings good news, who publishes 
peace, who brings good news of happiness, who 
publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your 
God reigns.””  [Isaiah 52:7] 

Prayer:  Heavenly God, may we continue to 
bring this message to those in this area as well 
as all over the world and be a part of the 
message that Rev. Lee brought to the Oregon 
Territory so many years ago.  In the name of 
Christ, we pray.     Amen  

 Philippians 2:3 (KJV) Let nothing be done 
through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of 
mind let each esteem others better than 
themselves.  

There must be no room for rivalry and personal 
vanity among you, but you must humbly reckon 
others better than yourselves.  Look to other’s 
interest and not merely to your own.   

1 Peter 2:17 Honor everyone. Love the 
brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 
  

Shery Aydelott 

 Spiritual Growth  Sheryl Aydelott  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=isaiah+52:7
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 Secretary  Connie Gienger 

When I was first asked to consider becoming the 
Crater Lake District Secretary I didn’t know the 
difference between the District and the 
Conference.  My dear friend, Jo Ann English, 
explained to me the different districts that make 
up the Oregon Idaho Conference and I still have 
her response in my folder.   

While serving as the Crater Lake District 
Secretary, I have made many new friends, 
enjoyed traveling to different churches for 
meetings and served as shepherdess for the 
Roseburg Unit.  Now my time in office has come 
to an end and it is time for someone else to take 
over the position of secretary.   

This position involves taking minutes of the 
Crater Lake District meetings (about 5 meetings 
a year).  Other duties include keeping the roll of 
local and district units and their elected leaders, 
sending a list of district elected officers to the 
local and district unit presidents and serving as 
the contact person for the local unit secretaries.  

Our yearly Every Member Enrichment Event 
provides opportunities for the district secretary to 
meet with unit secretaries and provide training 
and support.  I have also received excellent 
training and handouts from the Conference 
secretaries at the Annual Conference meetings. 

Another very important part of the district 
leadership team is to serve as shepherdess for at 
least one United Methodist Women unit, visiting 
a meeting once a year and maintaining contact as 
a resource.   

If you are interested in this position or would like 
more information, please contact the Chair of the 
Nominations Committee, Helen Van Nice at 
vannice5935@comcast.net or Connie Gienger at 
clgienger@gmail.com    

Sincerely, 
Connie Gienger 
clgienger@gmail.com   

Summer is at her finest right now!  We’re 
enjoying fresh corn, juicy sweet peaches and 
those glorious tasty tomatoes!  The farmers and 
gardeners sowed the seeds and nurtured their 
crops that we enjoy. 

Our Crater Lake District is like a garden with 
wonderful activities we all enjoy. The Executive 
Team serves as the Master Gardeners who keep 
the crops of activities growing.  We have 
Training Events and General Meetings, we raise 
money, we visit our local units, and sometimes 
we roll up our sleeves, put on our gloves and till 
this garden. 

The good news is that Kirsten Allam from 
Albany has agreed to continue to serve as 
Treasurer. 

Now comes the hard part!  We need to build up 

our team of gardeners to keep this garden 
growing.  We still need a President (Chief 
Gardener) and a Secretary (Keeper of the Seeds). 

We need input from all our members to fill these 
two positions.  You are not alone if you should 
decide you could serve.  Your expenses to 
meetings are covered and there is training 
available.  

Here is something I heard at a meeting about 
serving on a mission team.  When someone said, 
“I’m not qualified.” The speaker said, “God 
doesn’t call the qualified, God qualifies the 
called.” 

Your Nominating Committee is waiting to hear 
from YOU! 

Helen Van Nice 

 Committee on Nominations  Helen Van Nice 

mailto:vannice5935@comcast.net
mailto:clgienger@gmail.com
mailto:clgienger@gmail.com
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Dear ladies: 
 
Well here we are just past midpoint of the year. 
 
The 2019-2020 program book list is available at 
the UMW Website: umwmissionresources.org,   
e-store for $10. 
 
For those of you that purchased the sampler, the 
program books have been shipped and should 
have been received. 
 
2019-20 program book titled "LET YOUR LIGHT 
SHINE: Ignited for Justice" centers on the 
themes of light and justice.  God's light, how it 
reveals, leads, nurtures and exposes, is found 
throughout scripture. 
 
The monthly programs explore biblical passages 
of light from the Old and New Treatments.  You 
will be challenged and encouraged to be God's 
light in the world.  You will also be reminded to 
shine a light on issues that crush and marginalize 
God's children. 
 
You will be empowered and strengthened by 
these studies that give us the hope we need to 
practice justice in the world. 

 
Reading is personal.   
 
Please think back on an experience in the last 
year where you learned about an issue in the 
public media or news and then you read another 
perspective in response magazine or the Reading 
Program. Our response to issues and needs is 
Faith, Hope, and Love in action. 
 
A suggested read for Social Action is  
Where Do We Go from Here: Chaos or 
Community? A 1967 book by African-American 
minister, Nobel Peace Prize laureate, and social 
justice campaigner Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Advocating for human rights and a sense of hope, 
it was King's fourth and last book before his 
assassination.  
Publisher: Beacon Press 
Page count: 223 
 
Hope you are enjoying nature's bounty and 
friendships during this summer season. 
 
 
-Beverly Douglas,   
Mission Resources 
 

 Mission Resources Beverly Douglas 

Since the Reading Program as we have long known 
it will no longer have books for sale at District 
and Conference events, let’s all “Bring a Book and 
Take a Book” to our District Meetings. This 
could  be a former Reading Program book or a 
book you have loved.  This would be a fun time for 
fellowship as well a way to share our resources. 

http://umwmissionresources.org
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 Social Action  Charlotte Sutton 

United Methodist Women have campaigned for 
over a year trying to convince the Chevron Oil 
Company to work at lowering methane gas 
emissions worldwide.  This has resulted in the 
company signing on to the "reducing methane 
emissions across the natural gas value chain".  
They have also joined with their peers in setting 
methane reduction targets.  There is of course 
more to be done in this area, but I have learned 
that oil companies are not the biggest creators of 
methane.  That prize is won by, believe it or not, 
the beef cattle industry.  Cows produce daily 

hundreds of tons of methane and are responsible 
for more than 50% of all the methane produced in 
the world.  I'm not saying we need to write letters 
to cows, but maybe as we study climate problems, 
we need to recognize we too are a part of the 
problem.  Could we eat less beef or become 
vegetarians or eat more chicken.  I guess this all 
points to the fact that we need to study more and 
get the facts about the changes we observe around 
us.  Meanwhile, I'm going to be contributing to 
more pollution as we fly to Portugal to spend 
three months.  If you want more facts about the 
methane problem, contact me after December 1 
and I'll be happy to share them. 

Charlotte Sutton,   
Mission Coordinator for Social Action 
541-344-4085 

Quilts 

United Methodist Church of Oregon-Idaho Conference has requested for United Methodist Women to 
make quilts and bring them to the OR-ID UMC Annual Conference Meeting in June, 2020.  Our United 
Methodist Women’s conference goal is at least 160 quilts; which would mean 40 per district.  While 
Pacific Northwest is aiming for 500, they are practiced hands having done this for several years.  Alaska 
will also be contributing quilts.  The three  conferences are gathering in Puyallup and then the quilts will 
be divided among the districts for distribution to agencies benefiting/working with children. 

United Methodist Women of Oregon-Idaho Conference voted to accept this request.   

Our UMW Conference President, Becky Warren, said:  "More information will come in the months ahead. 
I shall stop writing and start sewing." 

1.  The dimensions for a finished quilt is 45"  x 45"  or  45" x 60"  or, if someone is inclined to make a 
quilt for a twin bed for a teen, that quilt  would be 46" x 84".   The quilts may be knitted, crocheted, 
quilted, or fleeced with ties. 

2.  Jo Ann English will oversee this project in the conference and it is hoped that each district will have a 
coordinator.  Therefore, Crater Lake District needs a volunteer to be our coordinator.  If you would be 
willing to be our district coordinator or for more information, please contact Jo Ann English at 
joannenglish.or@mail.com or 541-743-6878 

mailto:joannenglish.or@mail.com
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Babs Eggleston shared the love of the Lord, as 
she reached out to members of her congregation, 
friends and family, and the Crater Lake District 
United Methodist Women. She touched so many 
lives. 

She was the ultimate friend, witty, caring, 
inspiring. 

As a team leader, she loved to travel to district 
and conference meetings, meet friends, make 
new ones, lead music, and sing to her hearts 
content.   

To this person, Bab's was a very influential 
person in my life. When I started as Membership 
Nurture & Outreach Coordinator, I had 
questions, she had answers. Such a joy to be 
around. At the Annual Meetings, I was in awe as 
she led singing . . . her heart was in it as she 
praised the Lord. One of her favorite songs was, 
“We are Marching.” 

Rebecca Warren said, “She will be sorely 
missed, but her life will continue to be a light for 
many. From song-leading to editing, she 
embraced life with enthusiasm, wit, energy, 
discipline, and faith. How fortunate for us that 
she shared her time, talents, and humor with 
United Methodist Women.” 

Charlotte Sutton stated, “Dear Babs was an 
acerbic, funny, and wonderful lady! I will miss 
her greatly.” 

Another stated, “At the end of Camelot, King 
Arthur is explaining life to a small boy, and he 
says, "we are all just little drops in a vast ocean, 
but some of the drops sparkle." I paraphrased it, 
but Babs is one that sparkles. I am so glad I got 
to know her a bit on Nominations Committee.” 

Our dear friend passed away on July 3, with her 
family near her side.  

We are saddened by the loss of Babs, who will 
be remembered by all who knew her. 

She will be sorely missed, but her life will 
continue to be a light for many. 

Cheryl Rae Drumheller  
Crater Lake District  
United Methodist Women 
Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator 
 
 

Membership Nurture & Outreach  Cheryl Drumheller 

When our District President, Marie Houck, shared with the District and Conference Leadership 
Teams that Babs had been put on Hospice, the replies were numerous and wonderful.  We assembled 
all of the replies into one document that was given to her family. It is our hope that they have 
received comfort from all the heart-felt thoughts. 
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Education & Interpretation Sharon Smith  

EDUCATION AND INTERPRETATION 
“The adverse impacts of global climate change disproportionately affect individuals and nations least responsible for the 
emissions.  We therefore support efforts of all governments to require mandatory reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and call 
on individuals, congregations, businesses, industries, and communities to reduce their emission.” UMC Social Principles 

WE CAN ALL HELP…GO TO THE LINK OFFERED UNDER TAKE ACTION…BE PART OF THE SOLUTION. 
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I attended Mission u in Lake Oswego for the 
Women United for a Change: 150 years in 
Mission study course about the history of United 
Methodist Women.  I wanted to gain a better 
understanding of the history of United Methodist 
Women. 

1869 was a time when women and children were 
expected to be seen and not heard.  There was a 
certain decorum expected of women.  Qualities of 
piety, purity, submissiveness, and domesticity 
were upheld as acceptable attributes for women 
before God and society. 

Our United Methodist Women forebearers with 
determination, gentle strength, and grace led the 
way for us against a man’s society that believed 
them incapable of managing the complexities of 
sending female missionaries abroad, much less 
being able to handle the finances or raise the 
necessary funds. 

The women who lead before us stepped out of 
their comfort zone.  They gracefully stretched the 
societal bonds placed upon them and achieved 
their goal to send single women into mission to 
educate and provide healthcare for women 
children and youth where there was a need. 

Want to know how they succeeded against the 
odds?  This course will be offered next year for 
Mission u.  We can make a difference around the 
world and in our own backyard for generations to 
come. 

Where is God calling you to serve? 

Blessings, 
Kirsten Allam 
Crater Lake District Treasurer 
 
 
 
Treasurers - below is the 2020 Unit Pledge form.  
This needs to be turned in to the district treasurer 
at the annual meeting September 28th.  If no one 
from your unit is attending the annual meeting 
there are alternative methods listed for getting 
your 2020 unit pledge to me. 

Please note, when sending checks into the Crater 
Lake District, make them payable to United 
Methodist Women. 

 

Blessings, 
Kirsten Allam 

 Treasurer Kirsten Allam 

CRATER LAKE DISTRICT OF UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
UNIT PLEDGE FOR THE YEAR 2020 

 

Unit:   ______________________________________ Amount:    ____________ 

 

Officer Name:  _________________________ Title:  ___________________________ 

 

The completed form may be presented at the District Annual Meeting in Eugene at Wesley UMC on 
September 28, 2019  

or emailed to: Kirsten Allam, CLD Treasurer at k.allam@comcast.net  

or mailed to: Kirsten Allam, CLD Treasurer,  5235 Mallard Circle SW,  Albany, OR  97321   

mailto:k.allam@comcast.net
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2020 Budget and Pledge to Mission Form 

 CRATER LAKE DISTRICT   

 2020 Proposed Budget   

Leadership Operating  2020  

Planning Meetings    $        100   

Postage               100   

Printing (Directory &             100   

Office Supplies              100   

Subscription Mailing Program Resources            100   

Audit               250   

Leadership Recognition             200   

President to Annual             500   

Gift to Mission Cards               50   

   Total  $    1,500   

Membership Development:    

Legislative Event    $        350   

Mission u           2,000   

Mission u Scholarships             500   

District Unit Shepherding             300   

   Total  $    3,150   

Enrichment Events:     

Leadership Training (EMEE)   $    1,200   

Young Women's Event             200   

UMW Conference Annual             350   

District Annual Meeting         1,200   

Book Sale Expense                50   

Contingency Fund                50   

Dependent Care                50   

   Total  $    3,100   

 TOTAL DISTRICT BUDGET  $    7,750   

      

Quadrennial Event Fund*   $        800   

   Grand Total:   $    8,550   

      

2019 Pledge to Conference:   $  40,000   

      

To the right is the Crater Lake District 2020 
Proposed Annual Budget. Please review it 
carefully and bring any questions you may have 
concerning the budget to the district annual 
meeting September 28th in Eugene.  If you are 
unable to attend, please email your questions to 
me no later than Tuesday, September 24th, so 
your concerns can be brought up for discussion 
at the meeting. The Crater Lake District Pledge 
to Mission for 2019 was approved for $40,000 
at our District Annual Meeting in September 
2018.  In 2018, the Crater Lake District total 
Pledge to Mission was $43,962.01.  We did not 
meet our 2018 pledge to Mission of $45,000.  
As of the end of the 2nd quarter 2019, the Pledge 
to Mission we have received to date is 
$19,625.90.  At the District annual meeting I 
will have the Pledge to Mission figures through 
the end of the 3rd quarter 2019.  I recommend 
we keep our Pledge to Mission for 2020 at 
$40,000 as shown in the proposed 2020 Annual 
Budget. 
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Proposed Changes to the Crater Lake District Standing Rules 

Changes to the Standing Rules are indicated as follows: 

• Additions are in red (gray if your copy is black and white) 

• Anything to be removed is struck through  

For a complete, current copy of the Standing rules, please contact Jeannie Boese at 

jboeseumw@charter.net or 541-273-9579. 

Page 1:  Item I.C. 
C. District leaders shall be elected as follows: 
 Even Years (date of election) Odd Years (date of election) 
 Program Planner/Vice President President 
 Treasurer Secretary 
 Communication Coordinator Resource Room Manager 
 Mission Coordinators for: Mission Coordinators for: 
 Education & Interpretation  Spiritual Growth 
 Membership Nurture & Outreach  Social Action 
   Mission Resources 
  Chair of Committee on Nominations 
 

Page 2:  Item  II.B.3 
B. COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

3. Shall present the next year’s District budget and mission pledge to the 
District leadership team for approval during the month of July or August at a 
District meeting, teleconference, or via email. 

 
Page 3:  Item III.E. 

III.DISTRICT and CONFERENCE MEETINGS 
 E. The District president shall be responsible for mailing the agenda and any 

pertinent information to all those involved in the planning and production of a 
meeting at least two (2) one (1) weeks prior to the meeting. 

 

Page 6:  Item VII.A. 
VII. DISTRICT EVENTS’ EXPENSES 

A. An honorarium of $50.00 shall be given to each keynote speaker at District events. 
Travel expenses of over thirty (30) miles round trip for guest speaker(s) shall be 
reimbursed at the same rate as allowed for leaders on the District leadership team 
by the Oregon-Idaho Conference United Methodist Women. 
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PURPOSE of the  

United Methodist Women 

United Methodist Women shall be a 

community of women whose purpose is 

to know God and to experience freedom 

as whole persons through Jesus Christ; 

to develop a creative, supportive 

fellowship; and to expand concepts of 

mission through participation in the global 

ministries of the church.  

Calendar of Events 
 

2019 

September 28 Crater Lake District Annual Meeting @ Wesley UMC, Eugene 

October 18 District Leadership Training Event @ Newberg UMC 

October 19 Conference Annual Meeting @ Newberg First UMC 

Climate Justice and Climate Change is a reality 
and it affects all of God's creation.  This is 
especially true for people who are usually 
forgotten, the poor, the disempowered and the 
marginalized around the world.  We need to 
continue to become more knowledgeable as we 
listen to the news and read the books, 
newspapers, etc., which will lead us to the next 
step: take action. Creating a bulletin board with 
news clippings, etc. in your unit church will 
also help in educating others.  Create the 
bulletin board so it will naturally draw the 
attention of everyone.  Take a picture of it and 
send it to Jeanne Boese, our Communications 
Coordinator. 

 

Use reusable bags when 
you shop.  Many stores 

sell reusable bags, and you 
can use them at any store.  
Or, if you sew, make your 

own. 


