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OREGON IDAHO CONFERENCE

OUR TWO CENTS
Recalling our legacy of “two cents a week and a prayer”
st

Continuing our mission in the 21 Century

Purpose
United Methodist Women shall be a
community of women whose purpose
is to know God and to experience
freedom as whole persons through
Jesus Christ; to develop a creative
supportive fellowship; and to expand
concepts
of
mission
through
participation in the global ministries
of the church.
________

Living The Vision

Inside This Issue

Turning faith, hope and love into
action on behalf of women, children
and youth around the world.

Important Dates to Remember
October 7 – Training for Online Annual Meeting
6:00 PDT; 7:00 MDT
October 17 – Annual Meeting – virtual
10:00-12:00 PDT; 9 to 11 a.m. MDT

Editor’s Note:
Normally this issue would include a slate of
officers to be elected from the Committee
on Nominations, the Proposed Budget, and
Proposed changes to the Standing Rules.
These will be sent in a separate mailing at a
later date.

Choice- a reflection on life during the pandemic – p. 2
A Word From Our President – p. 3
Annual Meeting – p. 4
Reading Program – pp. 5, 6
Western Jurisdiction Election Results – p. 7
AND MUCH, MUCH MORE
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What a time we’re in!
COVID-19 has had control for
a number of months and there
is no end in sight.
We weep for those lives lost
and suffering. Our hearts are broken by the
economic impact, police brutality, systemic
racism and poverty.
In many ways, it seems that a lot of our choices
have been taken from us: where we go, how we
worship, play and work, who we can be close to.
We need God’s grace and guidance now more
than ever.
We need God’s guidance to make those
important decisions we are able to make in the
next few months, not the least being the
presidential election.
But, by far, the biggest choice we have is how
we respond to the life we are given: our attitude,
our acceptance, and our attention. It’s easy to be
frustrated, even angry at the restrictions
imposed on us. But those negative attitudes
make it harder on us and help no one. It’s a
good time to remember the Serenity Prayer: “O
God and Heavenly Father, Grant to us
the serenity of mind to accept that which cannot
be changed; courage to change that which can

be changed, and wisdom to know
the one from the other, through
Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.”
Acceptance does not mean
capitulation or giving up. And pay
attention: be aware and engaged. We yearn for
God’s grace.
Please take heart in these words
Philippians 4:8-9 (The Message) –

from

“Summing it all up, friends, you’ll do best by
filling your minds and meditating on things true,
noble, reputable, authentic, compelling,
gracious – the best, not the worst; the beautiful,
not the ugly; things to praise, not things to
curse. Put into practice what you learned from
me, what you heard and saw and realized. Do
that, and God, who makes everything work
together, will work you into his most excellent
harmonies.”
Please pray with me as we imagine our arms
entwined in loving embrace: God, grant us
patience to see us through these times, joy in life
itself, love in abundance, peace of mind and
heart, and hope for a better future, in Jesus’
name. Amen.
Linda Langham
Spiritual Growth
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In the Bible Study Let Go by
Matt Miofsky featured in the
July/August 2020 issue of
response, I wrote beside the
column
describing
the
Israelites’ exit from Egypt,
“Read during the pandemic!” Underlined in
ink are the sentences: “The danger in the
wilderness is that we begin to fear that
perhaps we made a mistake…. When things
are hard, and the future is uncertain, we
begin to remember the ‘good old days.’
Nostalgia is the art of making the past look
better than it was…. While in the wilderness,
we have to learn to depend on God…”
And I penned an exclamation to the side of
this thought: “If we allow it, the wilderness
can be a time for re-imagination, creativity
and the discovery of a new direction in our
lives and in our churches.”
We are in the “wilderness season” and, like
Advent and Lent, a question to consider is
“How can God lead us during this time?” In
Advent there is the significance of the
Incarnation — of God coming to dwell with
us, and in Lent there is grace and forgiveness,
immense sorrow followed by ineffable joy. In
Miofsky’s words, “What can you be doing to
make the most of a wilderness season?”
Since March 2020, Oregon-Idaho United
Methodist Women have been traversing the
wilderness. Plans for Spring EMEEs (Every
Member Enrichment Events) were made,

became tenuous, and then cancelled; Mission
u, exquisitely planned and enthusiastically
anticipated, was cancelled; and face-to-face
district annual meetings are being
transformed into virtual experiences.
At their July 17th Zoom meeting, the
Conference UMW Leadership Team decided
that DLTE (District Leadership Training
Event) will not be held. Quoting from the
minutes: “Some positions may require special
virtual
training
sessions
(e.g.
communications and treasurers). Those who
need to do training could arrange their own
training sessions at a mutually agreeable
time.” Outgoing officers are still responsible
for training incoming ones.
At the same meeting, the Conference Team
decided to cancel the in-person Conference
Annual Meeting. We will not gather in Boise
but we will gather in a way unimagined a
year ago. And while I can hear you say — and
I nostalgically sympathize, “It won’t be the
same,” I believe it can still be good — very
good. In years to come I believe we will look
back at this wilderness season and see how
we reimagined our Purpose, planned creative
alternatives, and discovered that through it
all God walked with us in ways that
surprised, reassured, and gladdened our
hearts while guiding our paths.
Becky Warren
Oregon-Idaho Conference President
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Peace in an Anxious World is the
theme for the fall 2020 Oregon-Idaho UMW
Annual Meeting on October 17.
As
President Becky Warren mentioned in her
article, we will be “making the most of this
wilderness season” by using the online
program Zoom. For those of you unfamiliar
with this technology, we will be offering a
training session prior to the meeting.
Remember to save the date of October 17,
2020 from 9 to 11 a.m. Mountain Daylight
Time. 10 to 12 noon Pacific Daylight Time.
Just think – no travel, no packing or hauling
papers or binders from meeting to meeting
and you can wear whatever you are
comfortable in for this short and exciting
meeting
Plans are being made for the special
speakers, worship, reports, elections,
honoring outgoing officers and installation of

new officers. The schedule and the
registration information will be sent to you in
September.
A practice Zoom Meeting will be held on
Wednesday, October 7, 2020 at 6 p.m.
MDT and 7 p.m. PDT for those who are not
familiar with using this application. If you
have a computer, tablet, cell phone or a
landline phone service you will able to join
and will be given instructions in a separate
notice in September.
While this is not our preferred way to gather,
we know that the spirit will still guide us and
work within leaders and members as we
adapt to these unprecedented times. So mark
your calendar and makes plans to join us.
Turella Woods
Vice President

Ways to Stay Connected
Oregon-Idaho United Methodist Women – umoi.org/umw
United Methodist Women –
unitedmethodistwomen.org
Facebook – www.facebook.com/UMWomen
Social Networking site - www.umwonline.net
Twitter - www.twitter.com/UMWomen
Video resources - www.youtube.com/user/UMWomen
Oregon-Idaho United Methodist Women on Facebook–Like, Comment and
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The COVID-19 pandemic may have cancelled
many of our events, but the Reading Program
continues at full speed ahead!
The Resource Room had planned to have
books for sale at all Conference and Mission u
Events, and while those will now be Zoom
gatherings, Reading Program books can still
be ordered through many online sites in both
hard copy and Kindle formats. They may also

be available at your local library. Remember,
you can read books that go back five years, to
2014. Reading lists for 2014 through 2020
can be found on the United Methodist
Women website at
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/reading
program, or just Google “United Methodist
Women Reading Program 2020.”

There have been some changes in this year’s catalog:
• Children & Youth: Books that were formerly listed under “Children” and “Youth” are now
distributed among the remaining categories. Look for the line at the bottom of the
description “Suitable for Children” or “Suitable for Youth”
• Bonus Books: As in the past, Bonus Books count as two books, but this year, they are the
four mission studies:
ü
Practicing Resurrection:
The Gospel of Mark and Radical
Discipleship counts as two books
in the Spiritual Growth category.
ü
What About
our Money? A Faith
Response counts as
two books in the
Education for Mission
category

ü
Women United for Change:
150 Years in Mission counts as two
books in the Community category.
ü
So You Want to
Talk About Race
counts as two books
in the Social Action category.

These books can be purchased on-line through United Methodist Women mission resources at
https://www.umwmissionresources.org/
Continued on page 6
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In the meantime, here are a couple of books well worth reading:
WHEN OTHERS SHUDDERED: EIGHT WOMEN WHO REFUSED TO GIVE UP
Jamie Janosz
The story of eight women
called to serve God and
who, in doing so, changed
the world. They lived at
the turn of the century,
rubbing shoulders with
the well-known men of their time: John
Rockefeller, Marshall Field, and Dwight
Lyman Moody.
These women, Fanny Crosby, Mary McLeod
Bethune, Nettie McCormick, Sarah Dunn
Clarke, Emma Dryer, Virginia Asher,
Evangeline Booth, and Amanda Berry Smith,

were unique. They were single and married,
black and white, wealthy and poor, beautiful
and plain, mothers and childless. Yet, each
felt called to make a difference and to do
something, to meet a pressing need in her
world.
Wanting to live lives less ordinary, their
stories inspire us to follow God's calling in
our own lives. They teach us that each
individual person can make a difference, and
show us how God can use our lives to change
the world.

TILLY AND THE CRAZY EIGHTS
Monique Gray Smith
When Tilly receives an invitation to help
drive eight elders on their ultimate bucket
list road trip to Albuquerque for the
Gathering of Nations Pow Wow, she
impulsively says yes. Before she knows it,
Tilly has said goodbye to her family and is
behind the wheel, ready to embark on an
adventure that will transform her in ways she
could not predict., just as it will for each and
every one of the elders on the trip, who soon
dub themselves "the Crazy Eights."
Tilly and the Crazy Eights each choose a stop
to make along the way, somewhere they have
always wanted to go or something they have

wanted to experience. Their
plan is to travel to Las Vegas,
Sedona, and the Redwood
Forests,
with
each
destination the inspiration
for secrets and stories to be
revealed. The trip proves to
be powerful medicine as
they laugh, heal, argue, and
reveal hopes and dreams
along the way. With friendships forged, love
found, hearts broken and mended, Tilly and
the Crazy Eights feel ready for anything by
the time their bus rolls to a stop in New
Mexico. But are they?

Carol Richards and Ann Murchison
Resource Room Managers
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Because Calling u, the Western Jurisdiction Quadrennial Event, had to be cancelled, elections were
held online. The following slate of officers has been elected to lead the Western Jurisdiction of
United Methodist Women for 2021-2024
President: Bonita Jane Miller
Vice-President: Stacey King
Secretary: Amanda Hutchinson
Treasurer: Sandy Flaherty
Chair, Committee on Nominations: Lynda Montgomery
Committee on Nominations:
Julie Asuncion
Hamu Chigwada
Eileen Guillermo
Maya Parmar
Read about them at: https://www.wjumw.com/leadership-team-2021-2024.html
Western Jurisdiction Delegates and Alternates to National for 2021-2024:
Jana Jones – Mountain Sky Conference
Estella (Stell) Wallace – Pacific Northwest Conference
Mele Faiva Manu-Blagojevich – California Pacific Conference
Roselyn (Roz) Collins – Oregon Idaho Conference
Watch a brief video or read a biography of each woman at: https://www.wjumw.com/nationaldirectors-2021-2024.html

Bev Secrist, Communications Coordinator for Western Jurisdiction United Methodist Women,
made banners for the Calling u Western Jurisdiction Quadrennial Event that was to be held in
April in Tempe, AZ. The green one in the photo (and
above) is for Oregon-Idaho.
Bev is mailing our
conference banner to us and we will feature it at our
first in-person gathering. Watch for it in other places as
well, and thank Bev for the work, and the love, that went
into making it and all of the rest!
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Calling u Update 7/25/2020:
We are happy to announce FULL REFUNDS
of your registration fees. Donations to
Mission Giving will remain.

We hope you consider holding this refund as
a “savings” account towards attending
Assembly 2022 in Orlando, Florida.

The Western Jurisdiction included Ubuntu
and/or t-shirts as additional options. If you
signed for any of these options, you will see
that fee included the in total refund
amount. Please look for a refund check in
the mail or cancellation of your credit
card charge by the end of August 2020. If
you have questions about your refund, please
contact
your
Jurisdiction
Team
representative.

We are grateful for your continued patience
during this unique time in the history of our
country and the history of United Methodist
Women. We pray that you, all your family
and all our UMW sisters stay safe and healthy
during this health crisis. This has been and
will remain our first priority.
Blessings, UMW 2020 Jurisdiction Team

BECOME A LEGACY BUILDER
An exciting new phase of the Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign
has begun, called Legacy Builders. A Legacy Builder moves
forward the mission of United Methodist Women by making a monthly gift of $18.69 or more to
the Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign in honor of United Methodist Women’s 150 years in
mission and its 150 years to come.
WHAT IS THE IMPACT OF MY GIVING $18.69/MONTH OR MORE?
Endowing core expenses will equip United Methodist Women to make even more of a difference in
the lives of women, children and youth in communities around the world, for example:
Providing healthy snacks to an after school program for children living in poverty in rural
Kentucky;
• Supplying books for an international scholarship recipient in the Philippines;
• Purchasing baby chicks to create entrepreneurship opportunities for women and youth in
Mozambique.
Learn more and become a Legacy Builder today.
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/donate/legacybuilder
•
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Judy Halverson: OR-ID Conference Social Action Coordinator
judybhalverson@gmail.com; 208-859-2049

FAITH TALKS
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks
Faith Talks are monthly conversations with
United Methodist Women hosted by Jennifer R
Farmer, Spotlight PR.
Each conversation explores themes and
resources that empower us to put faith, hope
and love into action. If you sign up for the
podcast, you will receive a notification of newest
Faith Talk and can watch on zoom the
speaker(s). You can also listen to the recordings
of previous programs, such as this one about
dismantling racism.

BIBLE STUDY

SCHOOL TO PRISON PIPELINE ACTION
Did you realize that a Bible Study could be a
form of action? Check out the UMW website’s
School to Prison Pipeline to find the related
Bible Study.
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/rac
ial-justice/school-to-prison-pipeline
Lydia Circle at Hillview UMW did all five
sessions, but you can do only one or two and
still get enough inspiration and information to
take actions to end the criminalization of
youth, especially girls.

https://www.spreaker.com/user/unitedmethodistwo
men/dismantling-racism

I plan to do this study through the Zoom
venue this fall; contact me if you’d like to join
the study.

CLIMATE JUSTICE:
JUST ENERGY FOR ALL CAMPAIGN

ACTION ALERTS

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/climatejustice
The focus on Climate Justice is the campaign
called Just Energy For All (JE4A). The goal of the
campaign is to switch the use of fossil fuels that
contribute to the harmful global warming to
using clean renewable energy sources that are
just and equitable for all.
Most of our conference districts have been
focusing on climate justice the past few years.
We will continue this focus through the JE4A
campaign during the next quadrennial 20212014. Check out the link listed above for more
information.
Stay tuned for actions as they develop….

https://secure3.convio.net/umw/site/SPageNavigat
or/Social_Action_Alerts.html
Have you signed up for Action Alerts yet? Go to
the above UMW website link to sign up for
action alerts for the social issues you want to
follow. Emails about latest action alerts will
automatically be sent to you .
Missed an alert? Go to our OR-ID UMW
Facebook page and both “Like “ “Follow” our it.
Gayle posts not only UMW action alerts, but
also actions from the UM Church and Society,
UM Commission on Race and Religion and
other related agencies that we network with.
We are using fb to connect us!
https://www.facebook.com/OregonIdahoUMW
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