Spring 2019

OREGON IDAHO CONFERENCE

OUR TWO CENTS
Recalling our legacy of “two cents a week and a prayer”
st

Continuing our mission in the 21 Century

Purpose
United Methodist Women shall be a
community of women whose purpose
is to know God and to experience
freedom as whole persons through
Jesus Christ; to develop a creative
supportive fellowship; and to expand
concepts
of
mission
through
participation in the global ministries
of the church.
________

Living The Vision

Inside This Issue

Turning faith, hope and love into
action on behalf of women, children
and youth around the world.

Important Dates to Remember
April
15 Deadline for applications for Zimmerman Fund
Grant and Charter for Racial Justice Award
May
1 Deadline for applications for Gertrude Boyd Crane
Scholarship
June
12-16 UMC Annual Conference, Eugene, OR
13 United Methodist Women Luncheon at Annual
Conference (watch for more information)
July
12-13 Mission u, First UMC, Boise, ID
19-20 Mission u, Lake Oswego UMC, Lake Oswego, OR
August
2-3 Mission u, Roseburg UMC, Roseburg, OR
9-10 Mission u, Burley UMC, ID
Complete Conference Calendar on our website at:
https://www.umoi.org/calendarofevents

A Social Action Prayer – p. 2
Mission u 2019 – pp. 3, 4 and p. 10 (registration form)
From Your President – p. 5
Moving Through Lent – p. 6
Changes and Opportunities – p. 7
150 Years and Counting – p. 8
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A Social Action Prayer
Into action, into vulnerability
And into the streets.
We commit ourselves to work for change
And put ourselves on the line,
God,

To bear responsibility, take risks,

We know you are present

Live powerfully and face humiliation;

In the darkness before dawn

To stand with those on the edge,

In the waiting and uncertainty

To choose life

Where tear and courage join hands,

And be used by the Spirit

Conflict and caring link arms

For God’s new community of hope.

And the sun rises over barbed wire.

We know we need to be centered on you,
God, before we are ready to deeply listen
to the stories and plan the action where
you lead us as we listen with compassion.

We believe in a with-us God
Who sits down in our midst to share our
humanity.
We affirm a faith that takes us beyond the
safe place

Amen

This is an adaptation of a part of a creed from the Iona Abbey Worship Book. It contains some of the
words of the creed and some of my own words.

Jo Ann English
Social Action

Ways to Stay Connected
Oregon-Idaho United Methodist Women – umoi.org/umw
United Methodist Women – unitedmethodistwomen.org
Facebook – www.facebook.com/UMWomen
Social Networking site - www.umwonline.net
Twitter - www.twitter.com/UMWomen
Video resources - www.youtube.com/user/UMWomen
Oregon-Idaho United Methodist Women on Facebook–Like, Comment and
Follow us
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Mission u 2019
Mission u is fast
approaching! Have you
made note of it? Do you
plan to attend? I hope
so because this will be very a special
Mission u.

you the best that each class has to offer
and to stretch you intellectually and
spiritually. The church locations for each
Mission u are excited and looking forward
to hosting you and showing you radical
hospitality.

Your study leaders – Evelyn Erbele and
Carole
Sullivan
for
“Practicing
Resurrection: The Gospel of Mark and
Radical Discipleship,” Rochelle Killette for
“What About Our Money?” and Lory Neser
for “Women United for Change,” have
been working hard. They’ve each put in
many hours of reading and study to bring

We are currently working to get the
registration on-line.
If you’d like to
register with a paper registration and
check, we’ve included a form with this
newsletter (last page). The registration
fee for this year is $80 and covers dinner
on Friday night and lunch on Saturday,
but no lodging.

A NOTE OF IMPORTANCE: You will need to order your study books
ahead of Mission u. No study books will be available for sale during
Mission u due to a change in policy by the Mission Resource Center. You may order
Kindle versions through Amazon at www.amazon.com or paper versions through the
Mission Resource Center at www.umwresourcecenter.org.

Here’s an overview of the studies offered this year:
Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission By Ellen Blue
The first in a two-year study
commemorating
United
Methodist
Women’s 150th anniversary, it provides
a historical survey of United Methodist
Women and amplifies the voices that
shaped the work of United Methodist
Women changing the face of mission.
Each was a heroine, willing to stand over
and against what her culture—and
sometimes even her church—expected

of her. Learning
about
the
early
female leaders who
created what would
become
today’s
United
Methodist
Women can help us understand who
they truly were beyond who we
expected them to have been.
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Spiritual Growth Study: Practicing Resurrection:
The Gospel of Mark and Radical Discipleship by Janet Wolf
Author Janet Wolf
explores
what
it
means to live a life of
radical
discipleship
today using the Gospel
of Mark as the foundation. Wolf explores
the timeless issues of poverty, gender,

justice, liberation, equality, and others
using Mark as a guide. The stories of the
women in Mark are a particular focus in
this study and how, although often
unnamed, they are prominent among
Jesus’ followers and in Mark’s
recounting of the gospel story.

2018-2019 Issue Study What About Our Money? A Faith Response By Susan K. Taylor
In a repeat from last year, this study
explores how we relate to money within
the context of our faith. Through this
connection between our faith and our
money, readers discover how to live
closer to God and God’s people, even in
our North American culture that is so
deeply defined by money. She explores

the biblical foundation of abundance
(sufficiency), which stands in opposition
to the scarcity narrative our culture tells
us from the time we are very young.
This is the second year for this study
and it will only be offered at the Boise
First UMC and Lake Oswego UMC
Mission u’s.

Last, but not least, we will celebrate 150 years of our United Methodist Women
complete with cake and ice cream – Yum!
You will find the registration form on the last page of this newsletter, and on our website at
https://www.umoi.org/umwmissionu

2019 Dates and Locations are:
•
•
•
•

Boise First UMC, Boise, ID - July 12-13
Lake Oswego UMC, Lake Oswego, OR – July 19-20
Roseburg UMC, Roseburg, OR - August 2-3
Burley UMC, Burley, ID - August 9-10

All Mission u schools begin at 12:30pm Friday & end at 4:30pm on Saturday

4

Spring 2019

From Your President
In another exceptional feat (the first being
all members to read the same book, the
circling the globe), United Methodist
Eugene Unit has a different approach:
Women of the
each member reads any book
Oregon-Idaho
from the UMW Reading
Annual Conference
Program and then at the
exceeded
meeting she shares a
expectations. The
summary of her selected
goal of collectively
book and her evaluation of it.
reading 150 books
Creative,
efficient,
and
by March 23 — the
satisfying.
150th Birthday of
As for living abundantly in
United Methodist
Spirit, this is an ongoing
Women — was
challenge for which a contest
already surpassed
of any sort is inappropriate.
by March 16 when
But the opportunities for
209 books had
discerning the work of and
been logged. The
praying invitations to the
Resource Reading
Spirit abound.
Program
“Spirit of the Living God,
This summer each Mission u
Managers,
Carol
fall afresh on me.”
has a Spiritual Growth study
Richard and Ann
and this year’s centers on the
Murchison, have
Gospel of Mark. In October at the UMW
been busy recording and encouraging.
annual meeting presenter Karen Wood,
The purpose of the challenge was not to
Chaplain at Willamette University, will
compete but to emphasize how to use the
reveal how our lives are awash with
Reading Program as the “mind”
spiritual practices and how we can live
component in the Abundant Health
into
our
Purposefull
Ministries Initiative of Abundant Living in
phrase, “Becoming whole
Body, Mind, and Spirit. Through reading,
persons through Jesus
we became more aware of the richness
Christ.”
and diversity of the books included in the
Becky Warren
Program, and we evaluated their content
and application.
An important aside: Units do have books
groups, and while the usual format is for
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Moving Through Lent
As we move through Lent and closer each day to Easter
Week, we may reconsider, drop, or, hopefully, continue
our Lenten promises - whether of fasting or other
deprivation. Perhaps we chose intentional kindness or
serving. An offer of kindness where it seems needed is
usually received with gratitude, and random acts are a
wonderful practice.
The act of kindness is especially essential in our
fragmented denomination at this time. We can offer it
not only to those in our community of faith with whom
we agree, but also for people with whom we have a wide
gap of disagreement because it is what Jesus has called
us to.do. As intensely uncomfortable as we may believe it to be, it is a way we can
spread love by looking into our hearts. We have heard so much from every peak and
valley, including words of wisdom from Harriet Jane Olson.
Ephesians 4:32 tells us to “Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, and forgiving, as
God has forgiven us.” In Romans 8, we are reminded that...God is the one
who “justifies."
We, as members of United Methodist Women, believe firmly that we openly value,
provide equality, and support for everyone. What better time to act out our faith than
during this season of the triumph, betrayal, crucifixion, then Resurrection of Our Lord.
Yes, we are the Easter People, and for that, we have much to celebrate, with kindness
and genuine care for our neighbor, whoever she or he may be.
Shalom,
Judi Day

Calling

u…to

the
Western
Quadrennial Event. Don’t miss it!

Jurisdiction

Please plan on joining the United Methodist Women
of the Western Jurisdiction in Tempe, Arizona in
April 2020.
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2019 Reading Program - Bad News and Good News
Last year Mission Resources announced they would no longer ship books to districts and
conferences on consignment. Books would have to be purchased at the time of ordering,
and unsold books could not be returned. With that announcement came some bad news,
some good news and endless opportunities for stepping out of our UMW box.
The Bad News:
The Resource Room as we have known it for
so many years has come to an end. Gone is
the convenience of wandering through

tables of books at Conference and District
events, browsing and purchasing on the
spot.

The Good News:
The Reading Program is ALIVE and WELL.
Now there are many ways to order books.
•

•

For Conference Events, you will now
be able to order books through
Amazon Prime and not pay shipping
costs. The Resource Room will be
set up as in the past, except there
will be fly sheets instead of actual
books, that will show the book cover
and a short synopsis. Choose the
books you would like to buy, order
them through Amazon Prime, and
they will be shipped to your home at
no extra cost.
You can still order books directly
from Program Resources by either
printing the “Printer Friendly

•

Catalog” and sending in the order
form with your check, or by opening
the “New Digital Catalog” and
ordering on-line. If you use the
Digital Catalog, you will be directed
either to Program Resources, or, if
they do not have the book in stock, to
Amazon. In either case, you can
order the book and pay with your
credit card. The downside is that
you will have to pay shipping costs.
Other
on-line
sources
are:
thriftbooks.com,
powells.com,
bookfinder.com and abebooks.com,
and many of these sites have used
books for sale. Kindle is also another
resource, except you will need a
Kindle reader.

Endless Opportunities:
Think of ways you can enhance your
Reading Program experience: create a
lending library, donate books you have read
for sale and designate the proceeds to the

Legacy fund, organize a reading circle. The
opportunities are endless, so have fun and
keep on reading!
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United Methodist Women is the largest faith-based women’s
group in the world, and we have been committed to mission
for 150 years! Let our persistence drive us into the next 150
years because God is still calling us to be faith, hope, and
love in action!
Our CEO, Harriett Jane Olson, reminds us that it may be
through fundraising campaigns, like the Legacy Fund
Endowment Campaign, or “friend raising” events through
which new people learn about the organization and are
offered the opportunity to participate.
Tell the stories of United Methodist
Women —from long ago and from last
week—about how we have responded to
God’s call. Find new and creative ways to
bring others into the fellowship. Widen
the path of who belongs!
Quoting Harriett, “United Methodist
Women, it is time to celebrate! It’s time to

internalize the strength of our history and
recommit to our core principles as we
follow God’s call to extend our sisterhood,
to serve others and advocate for women,
children and youth. Let us be as
courageous as the women before us and
move into the future full of commitment,
determination and joy.”

We will be wearing hats from any decade women have been organized for mission!
In addition to plans made by your local
unit, plan now to participate in the
celebrations sponsored by Oregon-Idaho
Conference United Methodist Women.
Plan to party with the rest of us at each of

the four Mission u sites this summer, as
well as at Annual Meeting in October –
and
wear
a
hat!!
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Registration Mission u 2019
Mission u Studies

Check one(s) you plan to attend:
______Boise First UMC, July 12-13
______Lake Oswego UMC, July 19-20
______Roseburg UMC, August 2-3
______Burley UMC, August 9-10
Name: ________________________________
Address: _______________________________
City, State, Zip: _________________________
Phone: _____________________
E-mail ________________________
District _____________________
Local Church ___________________________
Please check/fill-in all applicable spaces:
______Handicap/dietary needs (Be specific)
_______________________________________
______CE or Lay Speaking Credit (Circle one)
______First time attending Mission u
Age ____Under 35 ____36-50 ____51-65____over 65

Registration Deadline for Boise: June 28
Registration Deadline for Lake Oswego: July 5
Registration Deadline for Roseburg: July19
Registration Deadline for Burley: July 26
Fees: Registration fee $80 per Mission u school.
You can register for more than one school.
Check the schools you plan to attend:
____Boise First UMC, July 12-13
____Lake Oswego UMC, July 19-20
____Roseburg UMC, August 2-3
____Burley UMC, August 9-10
TOTAL DUE:

$ 80.00
80.00
80.00
80.00
$_______

Please note: All Mission u schools begin at
12:30pm Friday & end at 4:30pm on Saturday

Please number 1, 2 or 3 in order of preference. We
will try to accommodate your request. You will be
able to take only one class per school
Boise LOUMC Roseburg Burley
Women United
___
for Change
Practicing
Resurrection;
___
The Gospel of Mark
What About
Our Money?
___

___

___

___

___

___

___

___

___

___

Cancellations and Refunds:
1. Fees are fully refundable for cancellations
prior to the registration deadline.
2. Cancellations made after the deadline will
receive a 50% refund.
3. No refund will be made after school begins.
However, substitute registrations are welcome on an
individual basis.
Study Books: IMPORTANT!! Study books will
not be available for purchase at Mission u due to
a change in Mission Resource Center policies.
Please order your study books through either
Amazon for Kindle versions or the Mission
Resource Center for print versions.
Housing: Limited home host housing may be
available for Friday evening on a first-come/firstserved basis. Please indicate below if you would
like home housing.
I would like home host housing. ___ Yes, ___No
Hotel options in the areas can be found by searching
the internet for lodging in the various Mission u
locations.

REGISTRAR
Elinor Chehey, 617 N. Ross Street Boise, ID 83702
Email: elinorchehey@gmail.com Tel: 208-343-4374
FULL PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY REGISTRATION
Make check payable to: United Methodist Women
Send check and registration to Elinor Chehey.

Date registration received __________
(To be filled in by registrar.)
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