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OREGON IDAHO CONFERENCE

OUR TWO CENTS
Recalling our legacy of “two cents a week and a prayer”
st

Continuing our mission in the 21 Century

Purpose
United Methodist Women shall be a
community of women whose purpose
is to know God and to experience
freedom as whole persons through
Jesus Christ; to develop a creative
supportive fellowship; and to expand
concepts
of
mission
through
participation in the global ministries
of the church.
________

Living The Vision

Inside This Issue

Turning faith, hope and love into
action on behalf of women, children
and youth around the world.

Important Dates to Remember
April
All previously scheduled events have been CANCELED
May
30 Deadline for applications for Gertrude Boyd Crane
Scholarship
June
11-14 UMC Annual Conference, Puyallup, WA
July
12-13 Mission u, First UMC, Boise, ID
19-20 Mission u, Lake Oswego UMC, Lake Oswego, OR
August
2-3 Mission u, Roseburg UMC, Roseburg, OR
9-10 Mission u, Burley UMC, ID
Complete Conference Calendar on our website at:
https://www.umoi.org/calendarofevents

Boost Your Spirit! – p. 2
From Your President – p. 4
Day of Giving/Legacy Fund – p. 5
Vice President’s Message – p. 9
Western Jurisdiction Quadrennial Event – p. 10
Mission u 2020 – pp. 6, 7, 11-14
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“Boost Your Spirit”
As I write this article, we are in the throes of the pandemic known as
COVID-19. This virus has spread so quickly and is creating panic and fear. Daily we are told
of new precautions and restrictions to stem the spread from hand sanitizing to social
distancing to self-isolation. At this point, we are uncertain about how long this will last or
how close it may come.
We need to do something to boost our spirits and that we can do by “boosting” our faith.
• Believe that God is with you.
Matthew 28:20 “…and behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.”
• Open your hearts to others.
Galatians 5:14 “For everything we know about God’s Word is summed up in a
single sentence: Love others as you love yourself.”
• Overcome your fears.
John 14:27 “Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”
• Stand firm.
1 Corinthians 15:58 “Be steadfast, immovable always abounding in the work
of the Lord.”
• Take time to pray.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Don’t fret or worry. Instead of worrying – pray. Let petitions
and praises shape your worries into prayers, letting God know your concerns.
Before you know it, a sense of God’s wholeness, everything coming together for
good, will come and settle you down.”
May the Lord bless and keep you and yours in health and peace. Amen.
- Linda Langham

Changes, changes, changes
New dates for Calling u Western Jurisdiction Quadrennial Event in
Tempe, AZ - September 11 – 13 . More information on page 10.
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Do you know of someone or some church/organization who has an idea
for a new program or would like to expand an existing one and could use
some help?
The Isobel F. Zimmerman Grant is awarded for programs directed
toward leadership development of Native Americans or African
Americans or in support of a Foreign Mission Project of United
Methodist Women. Isobel F. Zimmerman was a life-long teacher and member of the United
Methodist Church, Portland, Oregon. This grant is her legacy.
$2,000 is available for 2020. Deadline for applications has been reset to May 1, 2020.
Completed forms are to be sent to Rebecca Warren, Chair of the Committee on Charter for
Racial Justice Policies. Submissions via both post and e-mail are appropriate. All
applications will be acknowledged upon receipt.
Additional information and application form can be found on our website:
https://www.umoi.org/zimmermantrustgrant

Ways to Stay Connected
Oregon-Idaho United Methodist Women – umoi.org/umw
United Methodist Women – unitedmethodistwomen.org
Facebook – www.facebook.com/UMWomen
Social Networking site - www.umwonline.net
Twitter - www.twitter.com/UMWomen
Video resources - www.youtube.com/user/UMWomen
Oregon-Idaho United Methodist Women on Facebook–Like, Comment and
Follow us
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During this time when many of us are
subject to stay-at-home regulations and
recommendations, I find solace in this
hermit-like existence although I abhor the
cause of it. From the bookshelf I reach for
The Forgotten Desert Mothers by Laura
Swan and several of her statements leap
off the page:
•
•

•

“Christian monasticism began in
the home.”
The desert mothers “cultivated
simplicity in their lifestyle…and
they sought to be mindful and
intentional about their actions.”
And a particularly relevant
thought by an ascetic: “I do not
view monasticism as a retreat
from the world but as an entry into
its beating heart.”

Most of us are spending more time at
home these days. This is an enforced
“simplicity” resulting from cancelled
meetings and closures. The isolation is
not by choice. We would rather be
planning Palm Sunday and Easter services
and packing for the Western Jurisdiction
Quadrennial Event in Tempe rescheduled
for September 11-13, 2020. Except for the
news from media and friends, we have
retreated to an imposed isolation that we
could regard as a type of monasticism.

You know where I am going with this. We
may be physically in retreat but United
Methodist Women are monitoring the
world’s “beating heart”, praying for the
sick and those who are tending them,
calling friends, responding to Action
Alerts, donating supplies, making quilts,
knitting prayer shawls, and helping
neighbors. We are using technology and
social media to convene meetings, to hold
Bible studies, to receive daily homilies,
and to worship.
The “creative and supportive fellowship”
we avow in UMW helps carry us through
these
uncharted
waters
through
partnered prayer and shared scriptures.
The lectionary readings in the Prayer
Calendar bind us together through
common scripture and missional work
throughout the world. Take the words of
Yabes Manokaran who is serving in
Mexico: “God showed me a way of
embodying the Gospel in my new
community and equipped me for this
task.”
God is showing us the way. From our
homes we can embody the Gospel in this
new situation. With God’s help we are
equipped to be mindful and intentional
participants. We are isolated but never
alone.
Becky Warren, Conference President
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Legacy Fund Day of Giving Extended – In
Response to COVID-19
What we
can count
on moving
faster than
the
COVID-19 crisis is the technology of today.
That technology is saving lives! We are in a
global community connected moment-bymoment with each other through the
internet, email, texting and direct phone
calls!
Reflect for a moment on what the situation
would be like had this virus appeared in the
time of our founding – 1869 - or anytime in
the early decades of our existence. How
would we instantly cancel gatherings to
protect people? It certainly wouldn’t have
been instant if it meant depending upon
hard to find phones, party lines, or snail
mail from one group to another! How
would we have been able to stay connected
with our membership and leaders though
quarantine without the
gift of the internet and
smartphones?
So knowing that one of
the key focus of the
Legacy Endowment is to set aside funds to
insure the organization benefits from

future technology so women in that age can
respond to human needs, I suggest there is
no more fitting way to express our
gratitude for what has been and belief in a
continuing God-revealed future than by
making a donation to the Legacy Fund in
2020!
Yes, our anniversary, March 23rd has been
the normal date designated as the Day of
Giving but this year is different! Because of
the COVID-19 stress to all, the timeline for
donations has been expanded! You have
until April 20, 2020 to donate online,
through the mail, by phone or by text and it
will count as a Day of Giving donation. Why
does that matter?
Because significant
matches from anonymous
donors will leverage gifts
received! Link to donate
online
https://www.unitedmetho
distwomen.org/150/home#legacyfund or
call (800) 278-7771 (8 am-5 pm EST)
Thank YOU for your response!
Please take personal care at this time and
reach out to others through the technology
at YOUR fingertips!
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Yes! Mission u is happening and with the lowest registration fees for a
retreat setting in four years! So mark these dates on your calendar:
1. July 13-15 (That’s right – 8:30a.m. Monday thru 1:00p.m.
Wednesday) – Nazareth Center, Boise, ID – Attendees can take two studies during the three
days:
a. Studies offered:
i. “Pushout” with Study Leader Rev. Donna Farrell
ii. “Finding Peace in an Anxious World” with Study Leader Rev. Christina
Thompson
2. July 31-August 1 – (10:30a.m. Friday thru 4 p.m. Saturday) Montavilla UMC, Portland, OR –
Attendees will be able to take only one study during the two days:
a. Studies offered:
i. “Pushout” with Study Leader Rev. Donna Farrell
ii. “Finding Peace in an Anxious World” with Study Leader Rev. Christina
Thompson
iii. “Women United for Change” with Study Leader Lory Neser – NOTE: This study is
only offered at Montavilla and only if 10 or more people register for it.
3. August 7-August 8 – (10:30a.m. Friday thru 4p.m. Saturday) Albany UMC, Albany, OR –
Attendees will be able to take only one study during the two days:
a. Studies offered:
i. “Pushout” with Study Leader Rev. Donna Farrell
ii. “Finding Peace in an Anxious World” with Study Leader Rev. Joanne Coleman
Campbell
On-line registration will be available after April
20, 2020.
Paper registration forms are
included at the end of this newsletter. Both
will be available through our website at
umoi.org/umw. In addition, each local unit
president and secretary will receive an email
with a copy of the paper registrations attached.
NOTE: There are two different registration
forms this year – one for Boise, which is in a
retreat setting, and one for the two-day
Mission u’s at Montavilla UMC and Albany
UMC.

A NOTE OF IMPORTANCE: You will need to
order your study books ahead of Mission u.
No study books will be available for sale
during Mission u due to a change in policy by
the Mission Resource Center. You may order
Kindle versions of “Pushout” through Amazon
at www.amazon.com or paper versions
through the Mission Resource Center at
www.umwresourcecenter.org. The text for
“Finding Peace in an Anxious World” is only
available through the Mission Resource Center.
A good note is that there will be a selection of
The Reading Program books available for
purchase at each Mission u – just no study
books.
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Here’s an overview of the studies
offered this year:
1. Finding Peace in an
Anxious World –This
study is recognizes the
prevalence of anxiety today,
its impact, and explores ways to find
peace through scriptural and spiritual
disciplines so that we can be rooted in
God and energized to live fully as
disciples of Christ. This study explores
what the Bible has to say about peace as
a Christian discipline, and considers
ways one can practice peace as a way of
life.
2. Pushout – This study focuses on the
school-to-prison pipeline, using the text
Pushout: The Criminalization of Black
Girls in Schools by Monique Morris. This
is a powerful book and an important
opportunity to dive deeper into the
issues of school pushout, mass
incarceration and the criminalization of
children of color. The study guide
supplies a biblical and theological lens
to view this issue.

3. Women United for Change: 150
Years in Mission by Ellen Blue – the
second year in a two-year study
commemorating
United
Methodist
Women’s 150th anniversary. It will
provide a historical survey of United
Methodist Women and its predecessor
organizations and amplify the voices
that shaped the work through an
overarching story of United Methodist
Women changing the fact of mission.
Additional information will be added to
this repeat study.
Remember, Mission u is open to all – women
and men, lay and clergy, young and
experienced, United Methodists and non-UMs.
So, plan to attend and bring a friend.
For more information about Mission u, please
contact the Mission u Dean Bonnie McOmber,
at bjdlmcomber@live.com or call her at 208867-4846. Your Mission u team is excited
about this year’s Mission u and the new things
we are doing. We hope you put at least one
Mission u on your calendar. See you this
summer – and, remember, invite a friend.

Registration forms are at the end of this newsletter

7

Spring 2020

Idaho Legislative Event
The annual Idaho Legislative Event
was, as always, highly informative.
Sunday about 25 women gathered at
Boise First UMC to hear speakers on a
variety of relevant topics. Gayle
Woods gave a presentation on ”Living
our Faith, Creating Change, Working
for Justice.”
This PowerPoint
presentation, centered on the theme
of voting our values, will be available
on the social action page our website
if you would like to use it with your
unit or other small group.
Christina Tiddens, Co-Director of
Idaho Voices for Children, spoke
about some important legislation of
particular interest to members of
United Methodist Women – funding
Medicaid Expansion; a bill that would
remove mandatory reporting of child
abuse for all but a few people; several
bills related to transgender youth and
adults; and a bill removing licensing

requirements for youth treatment
facilities.
That evening we heard from Amanda
Gentry, Deputy Chief of Prisons, Idaho
Department of Corrections.
She
spoke about the challenges of the
operation of the prisons (particularly
the women’s prison) and what
reforms are needed in the Idaho
prison system.
The highlight of the Monday portion
of the event is lunch with legislators.
This year attendance was light – only
5 legislators joined us – due in part to
a particularly stressful session with
many
additional
meetings.
Nevertheless it was, as always, a
wonderful opportunity for an
exchange of ideas and concerns, as
well as an opportunity to see elected
representatives as individuals who
care deeply as do we.
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Time to Quilt – or Knit or Crochet or Create a Blanket
This
time
of
forced
confinement is perfect for
doing those projects for which
you do not normally have, or
make, time. So join the United
Methodist Women of the
Greater
Northwest
Area
Annual Conference in their quilt project.
Produce a quilt or blanket (or several) that
will be given to children/youth at risk.
Recommended Quilt/Blanket Sizes: (sizes
may vary)
• 45” X 45”
• 45” X 60”
• 56” X 84” (twin bed size)
Keep your complete quilts and blankets in a
safe place until close to the Annual
Conference date in June.
Your pastor(s) and/or lay delegate(s) can
transport your quilts/blankets from your
church to Puyallup.

The District Leadership Team Event and
the Annual Meeting will be held October
16 & 17, 2020 at Boise First United
Methodist Church with the theme from the
Book of Esther “For Such a Time as This”.
The committee has contacted a potential
speaker and when confirmation is received

Oregon-Idaho Conference United
Methodist Women will have
several tables. Each table will have
a list by District with each church
name and space to record the
number delivered. The quilts will
be displayed throughout the
conference. On the last day, the quilts will
be blessed. Your District President will pick
up the quilts for her district. Each District
will decide where the quilts will be
distributed, but the request is that they be
given to agencies who will give them to
children and youth who are at risk. We will
be donating 10 quilts from each district to
Tacoma House, our local Mission
Institution.
If you want to be sure that your quilt
gets back to your district, please attach a
small card (2” by 3” or less) using a safety
pin to your quilt/blanket that indicates
your church name, your district name, and
Oregon-Idaho United Methodist Women.

the announcement will be made. Please
mark your calendar and begin to make
transportation plans so you can join us.
Life will certainly have returned to normal
by October; we are people of faith.
-Turella Woods
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Changes, Changes, Changes
Western Jurisdiction Quadrennial Event
“Calling u” has been rescheduled for
September 11, 2020, through Sepember
13, 2020 at the Double Tree by Hilton in
Tempe, Arizona. Letters to registrants
were emailed on Tuesday, March 31. What
does this mean?
• Now is a good time to change or cancel
and rebook your flights.
• You need not call the hotel to cancel your
reservation UNLESS you booked at
something other than the group
rate/outside our room block. The room
block is not available at this time. The
Jurisdiction Team will notify members
when the room block is available. Your
current registrations will automatically roll
over to the new event dates.
• Registrations remain open. Go to
https:www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/jur
isdictions2020.

• If you are unable to attend in September,
you can transfer your registration. The
Jurisdiction Team is encouraging the idea
that you also could offer your registration
as a scholarship to another woman.
• Refunds are not being offered to avoid
“United Methodist Women jurisdictions and
national office from owing hundreds of
thousands of dollars in cancellation fees to
the hotels.”
• New information will be shared by the
Western Jurisdiction Team as it becomes
available.
• Please note that dancers and workshop
leaders have committed to the new date.

If you have questions, please address them to
Paula
Sadler,
Western
Jurisdiction
Treasurer, jpcsadler@aol.com
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Idaho

Mission u 2020 Registration Form

“The Way of Peace – Our Longing for Community”
Nazareth Retreat Center, Boise Idaho – July 13-15, 2020
Step 1: Provide Contact Information:
Name: __________________________________________ Age: ______ (for attendance statistics only)
Address: ______________________________________
City, State, Zip: _________________________________Phone:______________________
E-mail (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) ___________________________________________________
Local Church: ________________District/Conference (Circle One:) __________Office:_________________
Special Needs: _____________________________________________
Dietary Restrictions: (specify)___________________________________
____Do you need Advanced Lay Speaking Credit?

Step 2: Select days attending (check one)
____ Full time with two classes
____Part time, one class, Monday-Tuesday
8:30 a.m. Mon. through 1:00 pm. Wed.
8:30 p.m. Monday through 1:00 p.m. Tuesday
____ Part time, one class, Tuesday-Wednesday
12 p.m. Tuesday through 1:00 p.m. Wednesday
Step 3: Select lodging and meal option (B-Breakfast; L-lunch; D-Dinner) (check one)
____ Full time (2 nights lodging,2 B, 3 L, 2 D.) $200, $180 ____ Full time commuter (3 L; 2 D. Only)
$160 $150

____Part time (1-night lodging,1 B; 2 L; 1 D.$120, $105

____ Part time commuter (2 L; 1 D. only,

$90, $80
____ Early Arrival (Sunday evening lodging and Monday Continental Breakfast - $35

Roommate____________________________ (Both people must indicate)

Step 4: Select studies in order of preference (1 through 2):
____ Finding Peace in an Anxious World (Rev. Christina Thompson)
____ Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools (Rev. Donna Farrell)
Step 5: Calculate registration fee:
Meals and lodging (from Step 3)
Optional single room:
Add $15 for part time or $30 for full time
Optional gift for Mission u scholarship fund

_________
_________
_________

Early registration (before June 22) deduct $15 _________
Discount for first time attendee deduct $20

_________

Total payable to Oregon-Idaho Mission u

_________

(Continued)
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Step 6: Mail registration form and fees (payable to Oregon-Idaho Mission u) to registrar:

Dixie Jacky
3835 S. Firenze Way
Meridian, ID 83642

(208) 680-5112 (Please Leave Message)
dixiejacky@gmail.com

Cancellations and Refunds:
Fees are fully refundable for cancellations prior to June 26, 2020. Cancellations made after that date
will receive a 50% refund. In the event, Mission u is cancelled, a full refund will be given. No refund
will be made after Mission u begins. However, registrations are transferable. Refunds for
cancellations due to emergencies will be considered on an individual basis.
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OREGON Mission u 2020 Registration Form
“The Way of Peace – Our Longing for Community”
Albany and Portland (Montavilla)
Step 1: Step 1: Provide Contact Information:
Name: __________________________________________ Age: ____ (for attendance statistics only)
Address: ______________________________________________
City, State, Zip: _________________________________________ Phone: ____________________
E-mail (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) ___________________________________________________
Local Church: _________________District/Conference (Circle One:) __________ Office: ___________
Special Needs ________________________________________________
Dietary Restrictions (specify)______________________________________
____Do you need Advanced Lay Speaking Credit?
Step 2: Select Location
_____July 31-Aug 1, 10:30 Friday – 4 p.m. Saturday (Montavilla, Portland, OR)
_____August 7-8, 10:30 Friday – 4 p.m. Saturday Albany, Oregon

Step 3: Registration Fee: includes lunch and dinner on Friday and lunch on Saturday ($90) $80
NO LODGING PROVIDED Contact registrar for a list of nearby lodging opportunities.
Step 4: Select studies in order of preference (1 through 3)
____ Women United For Change (Lory Neser) – only available at Montavilla and if 10 or more sign up
____ Finding Peace in an Anxious World (Rev. Christina Thompson) - Montavilla UMC only
____ Finding Peace in an Anxious World (Rev. Joanne Coleman Campbell) - Albany UMC only
____ Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools (Rev. Donna Farrell)
Step 5: Calculate registration fee:
Registration Fee

__$80____

Optional gift for Mission u scholarship fund

_________

Early registration (before July 10) deduct $15 _________
Discount for first time attendee deduct $20

_________

Total payable to Oregon-Idaho Mission U

________

Step 6: Mail registration form and fees (payable to Oregon-Idaho Mission U) to registrar:

Dixie Jacky
3835 S. Firenze Way
Meridian, ID 83642

(208) 680-5112 (Please Leave Message)
dixiejacky@gmail.com

(Continued)
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Cancellations and Refunds: Fees are fully refundable for cancellations prior to July 17, 2020.
Cancellations made after that date will receive a 50% refund. In the event Mission u is cancelled, a
full refund will be given. No refund will be made after Mission u begins. However, registrations are
transferable. Refunds for cancellations due to emergencies will be considered on an individual basis.
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