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    OREGON IDAHO CONFERENCE 
  

 OUR TWO CENTS 

 Recalling our legacy of “two cents a week and a prayer” 

              Continuing our mission in the 21
st

 Century 

Purpose 
  
United Women in Faith shall be a 

community of women whose purpose 

is to know God and to experience 

freedom as whole persons through 

Jesus Christ; to develop a creative 

supportive fellowship; and to expand 

concepts of mission through 

participation in the global ministries 

of the church. 

________ 
 

Living The Vision 
 

Turning faith, hope and love into 

action on behalf of women, children 

and youth around the world. 

Important Dates to Remember 

 

June 19-25      OR-ID UMC Annual Conference 
July  
          14-16       Mission u 
          29-31       Mission u 
 
September       District Annual Celebrations 
          10               Sage District and Columbia District 
          17               Crater Lake District 
          24               Cascadia District 
 
October              
          21               District Leadership Training Event 
          22               Conference Annual Celebration 
                               Boise 1st UMC 
 
You can always find the complete Conference 
Calendar with updates on our website at:  
https://www.umoi.org/calendarofevents  

Mission u  ………………………………………………………………. ………2 

Reflections from Our President…………………………………………………..3 
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Oregon Idaho Conference United Women in Faith 

MISSION u 2022 
JULY 14-16 or JULY 29-31 

Evening worship one hour - day one  
morning and afternoon classes - days 2 and 3   

(Virtual Presentation) 
 

THEME: WHO CAN WE BE TOGETHER? 
A Biblical exploration of Luke 13 

Study leaders: 
       Janessa Chastain &  Sheryl Aydelott   

Registration opens June 1st 
It is not necessary to purchase a study book; just read Luke 13 before you attend. 
  

Download a Mission u flyer to print and share HERE 
 

You can also find information, including the biographies of the study leaders, and 
links for registration and the flyer on the United Women in Faith 
website:  https://www.umoi.org/umwmissionu 

July 14- 16 (Thursday evening-Saturday) 

Mountain Time                                    Pacific Time 

Thursday  7:00- 8:00 pm         6:00-7:00 pm            Welcome, introductions, opening worship 

Friday      10:00-11:30am          9:00-10:30 am        Class Session 1 

Friday       11:30am-Noon         10:30-11:00am         Break 

Friday       Noon-1:30pm           11:00am-12:30pm    Class Session 2 

Friday        1:30pm-2pm            12:30-1:00pm          Break 

Friday        2 pm-3:30pm            1:00-2:30pm           Class Session 3 

Saturday   10am-11:30am           9:00-10:30am        Class session 4 

Saturday   11:30am-Noon           10:30-11:00am       Break 

Saturday   Noon-2pm                   11:00am-1:00pm   Class Session 5 

Saturday    2:15pm-2:45pm          1:15-1:45pm          Closing Worship 

 

July 29-31 (Friday evening - Sunday) 

Mountain Time                                    Pacific Time 

Friday           7:00- 8:00 pm         6:00-7:00 pm              Welcome, introductions, opening worship 

Saturday      10:00-11:30am          9:00-10:30 am           Class Session 1 

Saturday       11:30am-Noon         10:30-11:00am            Break 

Saturday        Noon-1:30pm           11:00am-12:30pm      Class Session 2 

Saturday        1:30pm-2pm             12:30-1:00pm             Break 

Saturday        2 pm-3:30pm             1:00-2:30pm              Class Session 3 

Sunday          10am-11:30am           9:00-10:30am            Class session 4 

Sunday          11:30am-Noon           10:30-11:00am           Break 

Sunday          Noon-2pm                  11:00am-1:00pm        Class Session 5 

Sunday          2:15pm-2:45pm          1:15-1:45pm              Closing Worship 

 

Also, biographies of both study leaders are now on the website:  https://www.umoi.org/umwmissionu 

 

Questions:   

Co-deans: Ingrid Cook - ianddcook@gmail.com 

https://umoi.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b1cd6c15be7a7d06978abea0c&id=45925f1a94&e=fd115713a0
https://umoi.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b1cd6c15be7a7d06978abea0c&id=28bb3b5af6&e=fd115713a0
https://www.umoi.org/umwmissionu
mailto:ianddcook@gmail.com
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Dear Sisters in Christ, 
      The theme for this year’s Mission u is 
WHO CAN WE BE TOGETHER? I have been 
pondering this question in light of the events 
that have been happening in our world 
recently (war, mass shootings, gridlocked 
legislatures, racism, disease, climate change), 
the division in the United Methodist Church, 
and the changes happening in our United 
Women in Faith (formerly known as United 
Methodist Women).  
 
 As Conference President of United Women in 
Faith, I want to share a few reflections on this 
question: Who can we, as United Women in 
Faith, be together?  
 

1) We can be a community of women 
that are united by a Purpose and a 
belief that love in action can change 
the world for women, children, and 

youth.  
2) We can be a community that mutually 

respects each other’s value as a child 
of God.  We can create safe places 
where we can come together to share 

honestly and listen attentively.  We 
can agree to disagree. 

3) We can find creative ways to reach out 
to other women of faith and invite 
them to join us on the journey.  We 

can embrace diversity. 
 

4) We can be women excited to know 
God in new and different ways.  We 
can hunger to participate in vibrant 

spiritual growth studies, attend Soul  
5) Care retreats, Mission u studies, and 

challenge each other to grow in 
becoming whole persons through 
Jesus Christ.  

6) We can be willing to hear the 
unsettling truths of injustices from 
those who are different from us. 

7) We can expand our concepts of 
mission and find ways to work 

together and partner with other 

groups to change unjust systems and 
policies.  

8) We can challenge each other to go 
deeper in our love and care for 

women, children and youth, and to 
show care in ways that are 

inconvenient for us. 
 
These are just of the few ideas that I came up 
with as I envisioned the potential of what the 
Oregon Idaho United Women in Faith can 
become.  We are on our way, but there is so 
much work still to be done.  
 
I hope that each of you will consider joining 
us for our virtual Mission u this summer as 
we wrestle with the question:  “Who Can We 
Be Together?”  The dates are July 14-16 and 
July 29-31 and the study is based on Luke 13.  
There is registration information on the 
website and in this newsletter. 
 
Always remember that love in action can 
change the world! 
 
Chris Mitchell 
United Women in Faith 
Oregon Idaho Conference President 
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TURN IT UP was the theme for our United 

Women in Faith Assembly.  Let it be known.  

We are doing many things in our churches, 

our communities and around the world to 

advocate for women and children. 

 

We need to TURN IT UP in our units as we 

share about the mission work of United 

Women in Faith.  We need to educate women 

about the vastness of our outreach through 

national and international mission initiatives. 

 

The best way to TURN IT UP about missions 

is through the RESPONSE magazine.  Its 

pages are full of stories of women in action at 

neighborhood centers, leadership training 

events, spiritual retreats, and local unit 

meetings.  Besides learning about these 

activities, it gives us ideas about what we can 

do locally and nationally to support the needs 

around us. 

 

We TURNED IT UP at our unit meeting by 

using the May/June RESPONSE article about 

the work and ministry of Toberman 

Neighborhood Center in San Pedro, 

California.  Then we heard from a local 

woman about her work as a tutor for the GED 

program at Building Healthy Families, an 

agency in our county. 

 

We TURNED IT UP by taking an offering for 

missions.  This is an opportunity to tell 

women “where the money goes” in helping 

facilitate mission work.  It flows from district, 

to conference, and on to national where 

decisions are made to what agencies and 

outreach projects will receive mission 

dollars. 

 

To get more “tools” to TURN IT UP go to the 

website www.uwfaith.org.  You get the menu 

by clicking on the box with three lines in it on 

the right hand corner. You can go to 

Resources to get podcasts, webinars, and the 

RESPONSE magazine.  Under What We Do 

there is information on funding and national 

and international missions.   

 

So take it on as your responsibility to TURN 

IT UP in your unit.  Tell about the wonderful 

work of United Women in Faith in your back 

yard and around the world. 

 

 

From Ingrid Cook 

Conference Mission Coordinator for 

Education and Interpretation 

 

http://www.uwfaith.org./


Oregon-Idaho Conference United Women in Faith                                                 Summer 2022 

 5 

TURN IT UP—Begin Your Native American  
Land Acknowledgment Journey 

 
At our 2022 Assembly—TURN IT UP!!—we 

were inspired to take our faith into ACTION 

and to “turn it up”!  You can “turn it up” by 

taking the action of beginning the journey of 

Oregon-Idaho Conference United Women in 

Faith’s priority of Native American Land 

Acknowledgment. 

Why am I using the term “journey” for this 

priority?  I want to be sure that you 

understand that saying or writing down a 

land acknowledgment of the Indigenous 

People who were stewards of the land your 

church now occupies is not one of those 

checklist “did that”, “move on” type of deals. 

It’s not just the “hot topic” of the year that 

you are hearing more and seeing more about 

land acknowledgment—maybe even feeling 

that land acknowledgment is “overdone” or 

“rote”.  

 

You will begin a journey when you do the 

hard work of researching and educating your 

church about who were the first people on 

your land.  You will be taking a first step 

towards acts of repentance and healing with 

the Indigenous People who are still here 

today when you give the honor and respect to 

them with acknowledging their stewardship 

of the land your church now occupies.  Our 

faith teaches us that we are to love our 

neighbors and to ask forgiveness if we have 

wronged them. Seeking ways for healing 

relationships with our Indigenous neighbors 

moves us forward on this journey. 

 

I invite you take the first step on this journey 

by reading over the Land Acknowledgment 

Goal Plan and begin to answer the Queries 

that are attached. (or go to our Or-ID Women 

in Faith website: 

https://www.umoi.org/UMWsocialaction)   

You will find some helpful resources when 

you look over the new online resources that 

you can find on the Greater Northwest Area 

Circle of Indigenous People webpage about 

land acknowledgments: 

https://greaternw.org/circle/landacknowled

gment/  

  

Remember, you are not alone on this journey 

as there are other local units and churches 

who are searching, too. Share your story of 

this land acknowledgment journey with me 

so I can share it with others in our 

Conference. 

 

Are you ready to TURN IT UP!!? 

 

Judy Halverson 

Oregon-Idaho Conference Social Action 

Coordinator, Idaho 
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Legacy Endowment Fund 
 
 
 

 
Many thanks to all of you who donated to the Legacy Fund during the March 23 Day of Giving. Our 

theme was “Embracing the Future.”  We have a Legacy goal of $60 million and our end of year 

2021 total was nearly $40 million which is 65% of our goal.  Our conference contribution to the 

total amount of giving in 2022 is $3,950.78. 

 

All of the conferences have been challenged to add 10 Legacy Builders this year.  A Legacy Builder 

is a woman who commits to give $18.69 a month in an automatic donation,  The Oregon-Idaho 

Conference United Women in Faith have 16 Legacy Builders as of this writing!  Let’s reach our goal  

by the end of the year.  When you become a Legacy Builder, please let me know so that I can add 

your name to our growing list. 

 

Mark your calendars for October 22, 2022 for our Conference annual Celebration “Be Joyful!”  It 

will be held at Boise First and we are privileged to have our National President, ‘Ainise’ Isama’u be 

our keynote speaker and join us for the day.  We have much to be joyful about - meeting together 

for the first time in two years, a new name, a new logo and a new mission statement for our 

organization.  Consider your Legacy as we continue to ensure that United Women in Faith will 

continue to put faith, hope and love into action for the future. 

         Blessings, 
         Lory Neser 
         Conference Legacy Liaison 
 
            
  Ways to Stay Connected 

 

 Oregon-Idaho United Women in Faith – umoi.org/umw 

 

United Women in Faith – uwfaith.org 

 

Oregon-Idaho United Women in Faith on Facebook – Like, Comment and Follow us 

United Women in Faith on Facebook – Like and Follow 
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The Charter for Racial Justice Book Group began with members of the Committee on Charter for 
Racial Justice Policies. Not all members joined, but we did have a core group sharing a common 
concern — Racial Justice. That was almost two years ago and since then, the books read and 
discussed have included: 

 
• So You Want to Talk About Race by Ojeoma Oluo; 
• How To Be an Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi; 
• Unsettling Truth: The Ongoing Dehumanizing Legacy of 
the Doctrine of Discovery by 
Mark Charles and Soong-Chan Rah; 
• In the Shelter by Padraig O’Tuama; and now — 
• Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Kimmerer.  
 

They have revealed different voices to the issue of racial 
justice, suggested varied actions, and compelled members to 
share their stories, examine their own histories and discern privilege in their lives. 
 
Suggestions for creating a virtual book group come from this experience: 

 
• Begin with a core group sharing a common interest/concern. This could be Climate Justice, 
Racial Justice, Economic Equity, Spiritual Growth, and books in the Reading Program. 
• Select a leader to publicize the book group, to contact those who express interest, and to 
convene the first meeting. We wrote an announcement and requested that the 
Communications Chair share this in an e-blast. 
• A zoom account would be necessary for a virtual group meeting. A Basic free account is 
available for a 40-minute meeting. For a longer meeting, check with your district about using a 
shared account. 
• Keep the group small. The Charter for Racial Justice Book Group has nine members. 
• At the first meeting, confirm the theme, discuss books relevant to this theme, select a book, 
and pick a name for the group. Select a leader who will send reminders about 
the meeting, the portions of the book to be read, and the link. 
• Schedule the next meeting and facilitator. 
• Allow sufficient time to read all of a book or portions of it. 
• Keep length of meeting to the agreed time. We meet for 60 to 75 minutes. 

 
The Charter for Racial Justice Book Group has members from Sage, Crater Lake, Columbia, and 
Cascadia Districts. The conversations generate reflections and actions. 
 

Becky Warren, Convenor 
 

How to Form a Virtual Book Group in 
United Women in Faith: 
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An Invitation from Turella Woods 

Membership, Nurture & Outreach Coordinator 
 

It happens every year. No, not another birthday, it’s time for the annual survey for United Women 

in Faith. Each unit is asked to complete a questionnaire that will help the United Women in Faith 

plan webinars, create the Reading Program list and select subjects for the response magazine. 

This year I created a hard copy for you to complete it first by hand before submitting it or mailing 

it to the district designee or online. It can be found at: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TZSYN2B 

There are two ways to complete the survey which is due August 30, 2022.  

1. The unit president or secretary can go to this link to complete the questionnaire which 

takes about 10 minutes  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TZSYN2B  

2. The unit can complete a hard copy and send to:  

Cascadia District, Sharon Perez, MN&O Coordinator 

Columbia District, Lydia Henry, president 

Crater Lake District Charlotte Sutton, president 

Sage District Maralyn Wells, MN&O coordinator    

Please refer to your district directory for their addresses. 

The unit responses sent in from the 2019 survey were 14 and responses for 2020 were 47. It 

would be great if we could have 60 units report for the 2021 year. Thank you in advance for your 

help with this. Remember, you can always contact me if you have any questions at 

turellaw@gmail.com or 503 318-8711. 

 

You are invited to attend a Zoom meeting once a month called Monday’s Forum. It 

is a group of Oregon-Idaho United Women in Faith and we share ideas for fundraisers, new 

programs, answer questions such as where you go on the website or a staff member to find 

information. We only meet for about an hour on the first Monday of each month at 2 pm PDT and 3 

PM MDT. Our next meeting is June 6, 2022 at 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85406824968?pwd=T3dVM3FuUDZ6Wmo0ZTluMWZ6ZEhZQT09. 

Try us out! 

 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TZSYN2B
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While at Assembly in May, we were given 
a newly published pamphlet called, 
“EXCITE New Women; INVITE 
Participation.  I would encourage you to 
go online to the UWFaith.org, and under 
menu check out resources and 
downloads.  This pamphlet is available to 
print off in color or in black and white.  
The pamphlet introduces us to a few 
potential members and then leads us in a 
step-by-step method of invitation to those 
sample potential members. I would 
encourage every unit download the 
pamphlet and get some ideas on exciting 
and inviting new participants in your 
units.   
 
I encourage you to spend some time 
exploring the new UWFaith.org website.  
New content is being added all the time.  
Some of it is in obscure places and we 
may find it not as user friendly as the way 
we always use to do things!  But, explore!  
I’m always surprised when I open 
downloads and resources, or financials.  
Exploring will be the best way to figure 
out where things are. 
 
Indianapolis IN  will be the site of 
Assembly May 15-17, 2026 so it’s not too 
early to get it added to your calendars.  
Sorry, I didn’t pick up on the exact theme, 
but there is plenty of time for that.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Also, the Western Jurisdiction announced 
its 2024 meeting will be held in 
Anchorage, Alaska, April 25-28, with the 
theme, “LETS GET TOGETHER! “That’s a 
perfect place for those of us from Oregon-
Idaho so start planning to attend now.  I 
remember when we had Jurisdiction 
meeting in Hawaii and all the nay-sayers 
were saying it so far, its so expensive, etc.  
But, seriously that’s the only time I’ve 
ever been to Hawaii and for many of you, 
this may be your only opportunity to go 
to Alaska.  As we heard a hundred times 
at Assembly, TURN IT UP and plan to go 
to Alaska! 
 
 
The 2021 unit surveys are due by August 
30, 2022.  You can find them at this link:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TZSY
N2B.  Or, go to menu; resources, 2021 
Unit survey to print off the survey. 
The new All Access Membership was 
really promoted at Assembly.  Even if you 
are a member already, I encourage to you 
go to that link and sign up as already 
being a member.  You can choose from 
Inspire, Influence, and Impact and receive 
all sorts of resources based on your 
interests.  This is another page I 
encourage you to explore as you will need 
it to invite new members. 
 
Blessings to all of you,  
Dixie Jacky 
 Oregon-Idaho Program Advisory Group 
Member 
 
 
 
 

New Resources Available from United Women in Faith 
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	It is not necessary to purchase a study book; just read Luke 13 before you attend.
	Download a Mission u flyer to print and share HERE

