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    OREGON IDAHO CONFERENCE 
  

   OUR TWO CENTS 

  

Recalling our legacy of “two cents a week and a prayer” 

              Continuing our mission in the 21
st

 Century 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PPuurrppoossee  
  
United Methodist Women shall be a 

community of women whose purpose is 

to know God and to experience freedom 

as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to 

develop a creative supportive fellowship; 

and to expand concepts of mission 

through participation in the global 

ministries of the church. 
 
 

________ 
 
 

LLiivviinngg  TThhee  VViissiioonn  
 

Turning faith, hope and love into action on 

behalf of women, children and youth around 

the world. 

IImmppoorrttaanntt  DDaatteess  ttoo  RReemmeemmbbeerr  

June 
 20-23 UMC Greater NW Annual Conference - Virtual Event 
 

July 
 8-10 Mission u, Virtual Event 
 29-31 Mission u, Virtual Event 
 

August 
  No Events Scheduled 
 

September 
 18 Sage Dist Annual Mtg - Nampa First UMC, Nampa, ID 
 25 Cascadia Dist Annual Mtg - Location TBA 
 25 Columbia Dist Annual Mtg – Portsmouth Union, Portland, OR 
 25 Crater Lake Dist Annual Mtg – Lebanon UMC, Lebanon, OR 
 

October 
 16 Conference Annual Meeting, Virtual Event 
 

You can always find the complete Conference Calendar with updates on our 
website at:  http://www.umoi.org/caledarofevents 
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RREEFFLL EECCTT IIOONNSS   FFRR OOMM  YYOOUU RR  PPRREE SSII DDEENNTT   

“A community is healthy when relationships are felt deeply, when there are histories of trust, a 
shared sense of mutual belonging, norms of mutual commitment, habits of mutual assistance, and 
real affection from one heart and soul to another.” 
 David Brooks 

The Second Mountain 
 

 
Our community of United 
Methodist Women, in spite 
of the pandemic, displays 
healthy symptoms: We are 
empathizing with one 
another; comforting each 
other in times of grief, 
sickness, and isolation; 

assisting others; advocating for justice; and 
making less-than-ideal plans because of our 
affection for one another. 
 
About the plans: We had hoped that summer 
and fall events would be in-person but that is 
not likely. Mission u will be virtual as will be 
the District Leadership Training Event (DLTE) 
and the Conference Annual Meeting. This is 
disappointing but not devastating for United 
Methodist Women in the previous twelve 
months have employed technology to make 
informative and supportive experiences 
possible. 
 
Consider the Committee on the Charter for 
Racial Justice Policies. As Conference 
President I chair this Committee pledged to 
honor the beliefs set forth in the Charter and 
to advocate for racial justice. The Committee: 
 

 sends Letters of Commendation to 

individuals and groups advocating for 

racial justice in their communities; 

 communicates with legislative officials 

and public agencies; 

 receives nominations for the Charter for 

Racial Justice Award and selects 

recipient(s); 

 determines the recipient(s) of the Isobel 

F. Zimmerman Fund Grants; 

 supports a committee member attending 

a five-session Discipleship Ministries 

webinar titled “De-Colonizing the Church: 

A Commitment to Anti-Racism; and 

 began a book discussion group. 

The group meets twice monthly. Members 
have read So You Want to Talk about Race by 
Ijeoma Oluo and How to Be an Antiracist by 
Ibram X. Kendi. Presently we are reading 
Unsettling Truths: The Ongoing, 
Dehumanizing Legacy of the Doctrine of 
Discovery by Mark Charles and Soong-Chan 
Rah. All three books have been a catalyst for 
contacting elected leaders, planning 
programs, and having difficult conversations. 
 

And here comes the boon that technology 
provides. Reading Unsettling Truths are ten 
women separated by miles but united for 
justice. Five hail from Columbia District, two 
from Sage, two from Crater Lake, and one 
from Cascadia. This book group, brought 
together by “norms of mutual commitment”, 
is another strong example of the bonds that 
foster the community known as United 
Methodist Women in Idaho and Oregon. 
 

Becky Warren 
President  
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IINN   CCEELLEEBBRRAATTIIOONN  
  

IISSOOBBEELL  FF..  ZZIIMMMMEERRMMAANN  

AA  UUMMWW  LLEEGGAACCYY  
 
Rose City Park 
United Methodist Woman 
1899 - 1992 
 
We have all heard of the Zimmerman Trust Grant, but what do we really know 
about it?  Who was Isobel Zimmerman, what do we know about her, and why 
is United Methodist Women a beneficiary of her legacy? 
 

Isobel’s Oregon roots go back three generations 
to her great grandfather who emigrated from 
Germany in 1843 and married Isobel’s great 
grandmother, Lena Schoepful in 1845.  Six years 
later, Jacob, Lena and their two children left 
Philadelphia for Oregon and settled in Hayden 
Island.  Tragically, their daughter perished 
enroute, leaving only their son George.  Flood 
waters engulfed Hayden Island that spring, 
forcing Jacob to relocate his family to an area 
near Fariview Lake, Oregon, and becoming one 
of the founding families of Fairview, Oregon.   
 

Being a machinist by trade, Jacob sold their 
home in Fairview and moved his family to 
Portland where he worked at the Oregon Iron 
Steel Works.  But in his heart, he was a farmer, 
and in 1869 purchased 331 acres, the current 
site of Zimmerman Farm House.  Jacob built 
their first home, a log cabin, and shortly 
thereafter, he planted pear trees on the west 
side of the house; those trees still produce 
pears today.  Four years later, in 1874, Jacob 
built the current Zimmerman Farm House and it 
flourished as a working farm for many years.   
 

George met the love of his 
life, Jessie McCall, and in 
1883 he and Jessie were 
married under the grape 
arbor on the west side of 
the house.  That gape arbor 
became   the   site   of   many 
 

weddings over the years.   George and Jessie 
had four daughters; Jessie May, born 1884; 
Olive Hope, born 1889; Mabel June, born 1891; 
and Isobel Faith, born 1899. 
 
The farm did well, and George expanded it to 
include a horse barn, a cow/dairy barn, and a 
dairy building to sell dairy products that were 
produced on the farm.  With his growing family, 
George launched into a major remodel of the 
farm house, enlarging four of the five 
bedrooms, adding a new kitchen, a wrap-
around porch and a bay window in the parlor, 
creating the house at is stands today.  By the 
turn of the century, George had established the 
farm as a prominent dairy in the area known as 
The Columbia Butter and Cheese Factory. 
 
The first decade of the 20th Century brought 
many adventures to the Zimmerman family and 
began to influence the woman Isobel would 
become.  In 1909, Isobel and her parents 
traveled across the Canadian Rockies, through 
the northeastern and southern United States, 
and back through the southwestern portion of 
the U.S., returning home, only to leave a year 
later to cruise from San Francisco to Hawaii.  
We can only imagine her experiences, 
witnessing the migration of blacks from the 
south and the Chinese into the northwest, of 
Indians being relegated to reservations, and the 
pinnacle of the women’s rights (suffragette) 
movement. 

Isobel Zimmerman, Senior Year 
Portland Academy 

Isobel as a young child 
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In 1917, Isobel graduated from Portland 
Academy, later to become Washington High 
School.  Like her sisters before her, she 
attended the University of Oregon, where she 
graduated with a teaching degree in math and 
science in 1921.  After some short term 
teaching positions in Crow, Brownsville, and 
Molalla, Isobel joined the faculty at Franklin 
High School in 1930, teaching science until her 
retirement in 1960.  Isobel never married, and 
lived in her family home until her death in 1992 
at the age of 93.  
 

In that same year, the Oregon/Idaho Annual 
Conference was notified that it was the 
beneficiary of an estate left by Isobel F. 
Zimmerman. 
 

Rather than build a church or church center on 
the property, the Conference Board of Trustees 
chose   to    sell    the   property    and   voted  to 
“designate $60,000 from the proceeds of the 
sale to the three causes outlined in the Trust.”  

 Of that total, one third, $20,000, was 
distributed to United Methodist Women of the 
Oregon/Idaho Conference of the United 
Methodist Church “for work with Native 
Americans, Black Americans, and foreign 
mission work”. 

 
While we don’t know a lot about Isobel’s later 
life, we do know that she was a staunch United 
Methodist Woman, a member of Rose City Park 
United Methodist Church, a woman dedicated 
to influencing young people through her 
teaching, and, most likely, as a result of her 
early travels, a compassionate advocate for 
those less fortunate, as shown by her gift to us. 
 
… a woman living The Vision of Turning Faith, 
Hope and Love into Action. 
 
Rest in peace, Isobel, in the knowledge your 
legacy will impact the lives of women, children 
and youth for many years to come. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 1900 2000 

  

    

Zimmerman Heritage Farm House 
17111 NE Sandy Boulevard, Portland, 

Oregon 

                Ways to Stay Connected 
 

     Oregon-Idaho United Methodist Women – umoi.org/umw 
 

 United Methodist Women – unitedmethodistwomen.org 
 Video Resources – www.youtube.com/user/UMWomen 
 Social Networking Site – www.umwonlinenet 
 
 

 Facebook – www.facebook.com/UMWomen - Like, Comment & Follow us 
 

 Twitter – www.wittr.com/UMWomen 

http://www.youtube.com/user/UMWomen
http://www.umwonlinenet/
http://www.facebook.com/UMWomen
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OORREEGGOONN//IIDDAAHHOO  CCOONNFFEERREENNCCEE  

AANNNNUUAALL  MMEEEETTIINNGG  

  
AAWWAAKKEE  TTOO  LLOOVVEE  AANNDD  SSEERRVVEE  ––  EEMMPPOOWWEERRIINNGG  WWOOMMEENN  

 

Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old.  I am about to do a new thing. 
 Isaiah 43:18, 19a . 

 

Due to ongoing concerns about the pandemic, re-opening of churches (including ability to serve 
food), and host housing, we have made the difficult decision to again make this a totally virtual 
event rather than the combination of in-person and virtual we had been planning.  Thank you for 
your understanding in these difficult, uncertain times.  Registration information will come later, but 
please mark your calendar now to reserve this date.   
 

OOCCTTOOBBEERR  1166,,  22002211  

99  AAMM  --1111::1155  AAMM  PPDDTT;;  1100  AAMM--1122::1155  AAMM  MMDDTT  
 

District Leadership Training Event (DLTE) will be virtual as well, and arranged separately by each 
leadership position. 

Gayle Woods 
Vice President 

  

˜̃      ˜̃      ˜̃      ˜̃      ˜̃      ˜̃        
 

TTUURRNN  IITT  UUPP  !!  !!    
AASSSSEEMMBBLLYY  22002222  

OORRLLAANNDDOO,,  FFLLOORRIIDDAA  

MMAAYY  2200--2222,,  22002222  
 
In 2022 we will reflect on today’s challenges and together find comfort and strength to more 
forward, building new ways for faith-filled women to make a difference in our communities and in 
the world.  We will recommit to our Purpose, but also more.  For such as a time as this we will 
TURN IT UP!  
 
Go to:  www.Assembly2022.org, and sign up to get updates, promotional materials, videos, posters, 
and all sorts of other information about this event.  Registration open September 1 and if you’ve 
signed up for updates, you can get the early registration fee of $330. 

Dixie Jacky 
Program Advisory Group Member 

http://www.assembly2022.org/
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AA  NNOOTTEE  FFRROOMM  

                        TTHHEE  TTRREEAASSUURREERR  
 
 
We have recently heard of a couple of units in 
our Conference who are “going inactive.”   
This is an emotional step for any unit to 
decide upon.  Our district treasurers and our 
district presidents have been discussing “best 
practices” for supporting and facilitating 
these units, and we want to share them with 
you.   
 
“Going inactive” is a phrase we use to 
describe a unit going into hibernation.  The 
unit still exists (as stated in the UMC 
Discipline) but for the present, women are 
not participating in it.  This leaves the door 
open to the women of the future, who may 
again gather to support the purpose and 
mission of United Methodist Women. 
 
The goal of the Conference in these situations 
is 4-part: 

1. Hear the reasons for the decision to go 

inactive, and confirm that there is no 

alternate way to remain an active unit.   

2. Honor the women who have been active 

United Methodist Women, sometimes for 

decades; and the mission with women, 

youth, and children that they have 

supported globally and locally. 

3. Encourage and assist women from the 

unit who still want to be involved in 

United Methodist Women in some way. 

4. Usher the unit’s mission money (bank 

account) through to the National level 

United Methodist Women, so that the 

unit’s honesty and generosity (and hard 

work) is reflected to the end of its active 

life. 

The three District officers involved in this are 
the President, the Coordinator for 
Membership Nurture and Outreach, and the 
Treasurer.  They reach out and work directly 
with the unit officers and members.  The 
Conference officers become involved as well, 
as things wind up satisfactorily. 
 
Units (and churches) have life spans.  As our 
communities change, and especially during 
this pandemic, we have seen this.  But we are 
Resurrection People!  We are confident that 
women of faith will always find ways to 
gather together in Jesus’ name.  We know 
that women will always have a heart for 
women, youth, and children of the world.  
When women gather together (spiritually if 
not physically) and are inspired to activate a 
unit of United Methodist Women, the leaders 
in the Districts and Conference will be ready 
to assist.   

Karen Morray 
Treasurer 

 

DDEEAADDLLIINNEESS  EEXXTTEENNDDEEDD  !!  
CCHHAARRTTEERR  FFOORR  RRAACCIIAALL  JJUUSSTTIICCEE  AAWWAARRDD  

ZZIIMMMMEERRMMAANN  TTRRUUSSTT  GGRRAANNTT 
 
Deadlines for both the Charter for Racial Justice Award and Zimmerman Trust Grant have been extended to 
May 30.  Criteria and applications can be found at: 
 

Charter for Racial Justice:   https://www.umoi.org/charterforracialjustice  
Zimmerman Trust Grant:   https://www.umoi.org/zimmermantrustgrant  

https://www.umoi.org/charterforracialjustice
https://www.umoi.org/zimmermantrustgrant
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TTHHEE  VVIITTAALL  RROOLLEE  OOFF  OOUURR  

RREEGGIIOONNAALL  MMIISSSSIIOONNAARRIIEESS  
 

Regional Missionaries play a vital role in 
bringing faith, hope and love to women and 
children in third world countries.  The seven 
Regional Missionaries are part of United 
Methodist Women's International Ministries.  
They develop programs and network 
connections reflecting the needs and 
priorities of their own region, covering: Sub-
Saharan Africa, Asia, Latin America and the 
Caribbean.  These dedicated women work in 
local areas to assist women  to work with 
each other on issues they determine and 
prioritize.  The local women shape the 
programs according to their needs.  
 
Regional Missionaries help women develop 
programs that impact local poverty by 
providing the women with the tools to make 
positive, measurable change in their 
communities.  The leadership development 
training  addresses the social and economic 
effects of HIV/AIDS,  gender based violence 
and maternal health.  The women learn ways 
to   overcome   social   justice   challenges,   to 

promote access to rights and equal 
opportunity, and to influence policy on  areas 
of women’s life in the church. 
 
The Regional Missionaries develop programs 
that empower women to address: 

 Needs in their communities  

 Security in income  

 Education for the uprooted and 

marginalized 

 Gender equity  

 Support for victims of prostitution and 

human trafficking  

 Education for women inmates 

 Network development 

 Christian witness to their neighbors 

You can learn more about these Regional 
Missionaries and their work by reading stories 
in the RESPONSE Magazine or going to the 
UMW Website.  You could feature one or 
more of these women in a Unit Program.  
Your mission giving supports this important 
outreach of United Methodist Women around 
the world.  Give to Missions. 

Ingrid Cook 
Education & Interpretation

                                          ˜̃      ˜̃      ˜̃      ˜̃      ˜̃      ˜̃      ˜̃      ˜̃      ˜̃        
HHEELLPP  WWAANNTTEEDD……  

LLOOOOKKIINNGG  FFOORR  AA  FFEEWW  GGOOOODD  

WWOOMMEENN  !!  
 

Newspapers, TV, Radio and Social Media all 
have articles asking for help. 
 

Have you looked at the newsletters from 
UMW units, Districts or Conference?  So 
many places that you can find to help or see a 
position that someone you know would be 
right in.  Every level of UMW has Women that 
you can meet in their newsletters, on Zoom 
calls and emails. 

 
Remember that your local 
unit, District and 
Conference levels need 
help filling their positions.  
Is there a position that 
you would be interested 
in, know someone that 
could do that position or 
maybe someone new who would be 
interested in UMW? We have Mission u in our 
future and some units meet on Zoom. 
 

All are welcome to this place!!! 
 

Donna Ward, Nominations 
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MMEEMMBBEERRSSHHIIPP  NNUURRTTUURREE  &&  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH  
 

The 2020 UMW Survey is complete and the 
Oregon-Idaho Conference did a superb job 
this year. I want to thank the units that 
responded and celebrate each one that took 

the time to compete the survey. I am sure the 
information you submitted will be helpful in 
planning programs for the future. Here are 
the units that participate: 

 

Cascadia District 
Bend Madras Stayton 
Canby Marquam Tigard 
Carus   Mccabe Tualatin 
Clarkes Nehalem Bay  

 

Columbia District Crater Lake District 
Aloha 
Gresham 
Montavilla 
Portland FUMC 
Rainier 
Saint Helens 

Cave Junction Klamath Falls 
First Eugene Lebanon 
Florence Medford 
Harmony Roseburg 
Junction City Springfield Ebbert 

 
 

Sage District 
American Falls Fruitland Id Nampa First 
Blackfoot Jason Lee Hillview UMC Nampa South Side 
Boise First Jerome Pocatello UMC 
Burley Joseph Rupert 
Caldwell LaGrande Trinity UMC 
Crossroads Meridian Wendell 
Whitney 

Turella Woods 
Membership Nurture & Outreach 

 
 
 

                                                                      MMAARRKK  YYOOUURR  CCAALLEENNDDAARRSS  !!  !!  
 

National President Ainise Isama’u to Attend 
Oregon/Idaho Conference Annual Meeting 

October 21 & 22, 2022 
 

We will see you there!! 
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                  TTHHEE  LLEEGGAACCYY  EENNDDOOWWMMEENNTT  FFUUNNDD  CCAAMMPPAAIIGGNN  
 

The Oregon-Idaho Conference Leadership Team set a Legacy goal at their last 
meeting.  We decided to challenge the members of the Conference to 
become Legacy Builders.  Our goal is to add 20 Legacy Builders during 2021.  
We are on our way to meeting that goal as so far in 2021 we have added 6 
Legacy Builders to our Conference total!  Way to go, Oregon-Idaho! 
 

What is a Legacy Builder?  A Legacy Builder moves forward the mission of 
United Methodist Women by making a monthly gift of $18.69 or more to the Legacy Fund 
Endowment Campaign in honor of our 150th anniversary. The donation will automatically be taken 
from your bank account each month.   Just as our foremothers invested in our future in 1869 with 
their 2 cents a week and a prayer, this monthly donation will ensure that United Methodist Women 
continues to prepare future generations of women to impact women, children and youth.   
 

How do I become a Legacy Builder?  It is very easy to become a Legacy Builder.  Go to the United 
Methodist Women website - unitedmethodistwomen.org, click on Legacy Fund Endowment 
Campaign and the opportunity to donate will be presented.  At that point you can choose the 
amount you wish to give monthly. 
 

What is the impact of being a Legacy Builder?  By endowing core expenses, it allows United 
Methodist Women to make even more of a difference in the lives of women, children and youth in 
communities around the world.  Our mission money can then be used to provide for immediate 
needs like healthy snacks for children at a community center in rural areas, supplying books for 
students in the Philippines or purchasing baby chicks to create entrepreneurship opportunities for 
women and youth in Mozambique. 
 

A big thank you to all of you who donated on the March 23rd Day of Giving - Our Day of Hope.  The 
amount raised that day was $55,000 which is the largest amount ever given on a Day of Giving. The 
total on March 31 was $198,439.00 toward our $300,000 goal.  The Oregon-Idaho Conference 
generously donated $3,933.00 of that amount.  Day of Giving gifts were received through April 15 
and the final total will be known at the end of April. 

Blessings, 
Lory Neser, Legacy Liaison 

˜̃    ˜̃    ˜̃    ˜̃    ˜̃    ˜̃    ˜̃    

LATE BREAKING NEWS….Just received 

this email from National and wanted to 

share with all of you….. 

 

Thank you all for a very successful Day of Giving 
Live Event on March 23rd.  We appreciate the 
efforts each of you made towards making Day 
of Giving 2021 a success.  Besides the many 
who participated and joined us on that day for 
the 6+ hours of live programming, now over 
4,500 have viewed the recording of the event 
through the UMW Facebook page.  We feel 
blessed to have been able to share with you the 
highlights of the UMW work.  We are also 
excited to share with you the 2021 Day of 
Giving total of $303,224.  2021 truly is Our Year 
of Hope! 
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OOnnee  SSmmaallll  RRiippppllee  
  
Hundreds of thousands of words about love have been written, spoken or sung: 
 “How do I love thee, let me count the ways,” (Elizabeth Barrett Browning) 
 “Endless Love – ‘My love, there’s only you in my life’” (Lionel Richie) 
 “Love Story – ‘Love is never having to say you’re sorry’” (Erich Segal) 
 
These are samples of expressions of romantic 
love, and many more words tell us how to love, 
who to love and when to love. But most often, 
in thinking of love and its meaning, we hear the 
words of 1 Corinthians 13, recited at weddings 
than any other biblical verses: 
 
13 If I speak with human eloquence and angelic 
ecstasy but don’t love, I’m nothing but the 
creaking of a rusty gate.   
2 If I speak God’s Word with power, revealing all 
his mysteries and making everything plain as 
day, and if I have faith that says to a mountain, 
“Jump,” and it jumps, but I don’t love, I’m 
nothing. 
 
3-7 If I give everything I own to the poor and even 
go to the stake to be burned as a martyr, but I 
don’t love, I’ve gotten nowhere. So, no matter 
what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I’m 
bankrupt without love. 
 
 Love never gives up. 
 Love cares more for others than for self, 
 Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have, 
 Love doesn’t strut, 
 Doesn’t have a swelled head, 
 Doesn’t force itself on others, 
 Isn’t always “me first,” 
 Doesn’t fly off the handle, 
 Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others, 
 Doesn’t revel when others grovel, 
 Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, 
 Puts up with anything, 
 Trusts God always, 
 Always looks for the best, 
 Never looks back, 
 But keeps going to the end. 
 
The irony here is that in the previous twelve 
chapters of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, he 
was reprimanding the members of the church 

for their abominable behavior. Paul had spent 
time in Corinth setting up the church and when 
he left, he was confident they were ready to live 
godly lives. However, things quickly eroded. 
They became jealous of each other, irritable, 
hostile, forming factions and cliques, becoming 
morally corrupt, with constant political 
infighting, all of it tearing the church apart. 
After all the remonstrations, Paul then tells 
them he will show them a better way. He told 
them irritability, jealousy, and bitterness were 
not working. Neither were arrogance, 
resentment and choosing of sides. According to 
James W. Moore in “The Top Ten List for 
Christians” it doesn’t matter how well you 
speak, how smart you are or how impressive, “if 
you aren’t loving, none of it is worth anything.”  
Moore also states, “…Live the life of love. Make 
a new start with your life …make love your aim. 
Put love first, in every situation ask, ‘What is the 
loving thing to do?” 
 
Moore goes on to say that “Love is the greatest 
because: 
 It is always rooted in gratitude 
 It is always rooted in graciousness 
 It is always rooted in generosity 
 
We have seen so many things this past year that 
makes us wonder where love has gone: the 
selfishness, the violence, the hatred, the 
divisiveness, and the fear. How can we restore 
love? A daunting task! But maybe, just maybe, in 
our own small way, in our own little corner of 
the universe, each day we ask, “what is the 
loving thing to do?” And then do it, using 
gratitude, graciousness, and generosity we just 
might make a difference: a small ripple that 
spreads ever wider. 

Blessings, 
Linda Langham 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
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2 Corinthians 4:16-18, The Message (MSG) 

 
We have known and felt what it is like when “things are falling apart on us.” We have experienced  a 
great unraveling that has shifted, quite literally, everything.  Could there be, as 2 Corinthians put it, 
“far more here than meets the eye”?  Mission u, like many activities in our lives, has moved online. 
While virtual, we are still creating  spaces for spiritual community, lifelong friendships, lessons that 
change us and our communities, and spiritual practices that arrive when we need them most. In a 
time when it looks like things are falling apart on us, God’s grace is still unfolding and life is being 
made new. 
 
Indeed: There’s far more here than meets the eye.  Will you join us? 
At our upcoming Mission u, we will examine the culture of violence that impacts children in and out 
of schools, and how we as God’s people can deepen our moral witness and respond faithfully. 
Our 2021 Mission u will offer the following studies: 

• Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools by Monique Morris 

• Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom: Living Into the Church’s Moral Witness Through 
Radical Discipleship by Darryl W. Stephens 

 
Please order your study books early from Mission Resources or Amazon. 
Join us: 
Thursday, July 8 – Saturday, July 10  
 Choose from one of two studies: 
  “Pushout” led by LaVerne Lewis 
  “Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom” led by Jenny Willison Hirst 
Thursday, July 29 – Saturday, July 31 
 Choose from one of two studies: 
  “Pushout” led by LaVerne Lewis 
  “Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom” led by Sandra Kimbrow 
 
Mission u will begin on Thursday evening with welcome, introductions, and opening worship; 
classes will begin on Friday morning and end Saturday afternoon.  Registration information will be 
available June 1, 2021.  Please note:  These are virtual studies using Zoom.   

Mission u 

2021 

So we’re not giving up. How could we! Even though on the outside it 

often looks like things are falling apart on us, on the inside, where 
God is making new life, not a day goes by without [God’s] unfolding 

grace. […] There’s far more here than meets the eye. The things we see 
now are here today, gone tomorrow. But the things we can’t see now 
will last forever. 
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SSOOCCIIAALL  AACCTTIIOONN  OOPPPPOORRTTUUNNIITTIIEESS 
  

SO … YOU WANT TO TALK ABOUT RACE … 
 

Yes, we United Methodist Women do want to talk about race!  We United 
Methodist Women have been talking about race since the 1800’s! The Racial Justice 
Time Line quote: “United Methodist Women from its beginnings has tried to build a 
community and social order without racial barriers, as this timeline shows. Racial 
justice is an ongoing focus of the United Methodist Women mission as members 
work to promote racial justice in the United States and around the world.” You can 

find this Racial Justice Time Line on the UMW website: 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/download-resources/racial-justice-time-line-booklet 
 

I recommend Ijeoma Oluo’s book So You Want to Talk About Race to be used as a local unit or church-wide 
study.  Oluo writes from her personal experience as an African-American woman. Each chapter gives insights 
about racism that may challenge you and, hopefully, transform you. You can use the UMW online course as a 
study guide as you go through the book:  

http://umw.convio.net/site/MessageViewer?em_id=4991.0&dlv_id=8777 
 

Of course, you can read this book and take the online course on your own—just more interesting when you can 
exchange perspectives and “aha” moments. 
 

SO … IT’S TIME TO TALK TO OUR LEGISLATURES … 
 

UMW Climate Justice Federal Legislative Day was held April 14.  Five of us Idaho UMW members—Lucy 
Scopinich, Judy Halverson, Mary Getchel, Jean Holland  and Christine Suggwere able to talk with our Senators 
and District 1 Representative’s staff members.  Connie Johnson “met” 
with her Oregon delegation staff.  We had 30 minutes to discus our 
“ask” with the staff members with the hope that they will convey to 
our legislators our concerns for climate justice. 
 

Oregon UMW member Connie Johnson met Sen. Ron Wyden’s staffers 
Bobby Ahern and Liam Vlaming.  She asked about both wind and 
water energy resources. Bobby and Liam advised that Sen. Wyden will 
be reintroducing an environmental bill on Monday April 19th. Sen. 
Wyden has a report card of above 90% according to the League of Women Voters when it comes to voting for 
environmental issues. Both staffers were very knowledgeable in what Sen. Wyden supported. Conniw wished 
more UMW members had joined her and she can't wait to participate again!  Connie Johnson is our Sage District 
Social Action Coordinator. 
 

ASK: As United Methodist Women, we urge Congress to address the pandemic and climate crisis by enacting a 
recovery package that includes infrastructure and energy legislation that prioritizes climate justice that is 
centered on racial, economic and gender justice 
 

Enact economy-wide targets and strategies for reaching 70 percent renewable energy by 2030 and 100 percent 
by 2050, based on 2010 levels. 
 

Enact legislation that modernizes crumbling infrastructure and that supports the decarbonization of 
transportation. 
 

Enact legislation that supports a just transition for disproportionately impacted workers and communities. 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/download-resources/racial-justice-time-line-booklet
http://umw.convio.net/site/MessageViewer?em_id=4991.0&dlv_id=8777
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INTERFAITH ADVOCACY DAY – OREGON 
TUESDAY, MAY 25, 2021 
 

Oregon UMW members—Don’t forget to register for the Interfaith Advocacy 
Day on May 25, 10 am to noon. This is your opportunity to have your voices 
heard by your state legislators. Virtually attend issue briefings and workshops 
on advocating for compassionate legislation on issues such as housing, 
hunger, health care, immigration, gun violence prevention, criminal justice 
reform and climate justice. Following the briefings, you will make your faith 
voice heard in virtual meetings with state legislators. Group leaders will 
provide talking points and make all necessary appointments for you. 

                    Register at:  https://emoregon.org/event/iad/ 
 

“It doesn't matter how strong your opinions are. If you don't use your power for positive change, you are, 
indeed, part of the problem.” - Coretta Scott King 
 

Judy Halverson, Social Action 
 
 

CCaalleennddaarr  ooff  EEvveennttss  ––  22002211  
(UPDATED MAY 2021 - ALL DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 

 

June 
 20-24 UMC Greater NW Shared Annual Conference – Virtual Event 

 

July 
 8-10 Mission u – Virtual Event 
 29-31 Mission u – Virtual Event 

 

August  
  No Events Scheduled 

 

September 
 18 Sage District Annual Meeting, Nampa First UMC, Nampa, ID 
 25 Cascadia District Annual Meeting, Location TBA 
 25 Columbia District Annual Meeting, Portsmouth Union Church, Portland, OR 
 25 Crater Lake District Annual Meeting, Lebanon UMC, Lebanon, OR 

 

October 
 16 Oregon-Idaho Conference Annual Meeting – Virtual Event 

 

CCaalleennddaarr  ooff  EEvveennttss  --  22002222  
 

May  
 20-22 National Assembly, Orlando, Florida 

 

October 
 21-22 Oregon/Idaho Conference DLTE and Annual Meeting 

https://umoi.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b1cd6c15be7a7d06978abea0c&id=ce3a71cf4a&e=3826bcd52c

