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Sage Wise 
Proceeding from wisdom; well judged; shrewd; well adapted to the purpose. 

Sage District Oregon-Idaho Conference United Methodist Women 
 Late Spring 2021                                                        Volume 10, Issue 3 

EMEE (Every Member Enrichment Event) Follow-Up 

The Sage District EMEE was held on Saturday, March 20, 2021 by Zoom. Although, there were 
technological difficulties, overall the meeting was a success and a fun meeting. Twenty eight of our sisters 
from all over the district attended, some enjoying sun, some enjoying rain, and some enjoying snow on the 
first day of Spring. 
 

The meeting started with a welcome from our President, Joyce H. Orem followed by a poem written by 
Clear Wind Blows Over The Moon (found in the 2021 Leadership Development book, #Not Your Princess - 
Voices of Native American Women) titled, “shawl of memory’s embrace.” Joyce also read the PURPOSE. 
 

Bonnie Anderson, the Mission Coordinator for Spiritual Growth led us in opening worship. 
 

Congratulations to all the units who achieved 5 Star Mission Giving, Healthy Vital Unit, and the participants 
in the reading program! Although not everyone could do Healthy Vital Unit for 2020, units who sent in the 
paperwork with what they had accomplished were awarded. If you did anything in 2020 for Healthy Vital 
Unit, please send it to Maralyn Wells, and you will be recognized! 
 

We were reminded the Reading Program has changed, and you can get credit for Faith Talks, watch three 
films, and we do have Bonus Books still. If you need more information, contact Earlene Lamb for more 
information. 
 

Lory Neser gave a wonderful presentation on the Legacy Fund, followed by a special Education and 
Interpretation moment from Ingrid Cook. Connie Johnson and Judy Halverson updated us on Oregon and 
Idaho Legislative sessions and social action issues.  
 

During a five minute break, we listened to Peter Yarrow (from Peter, Paul and Mary) sing “Weave Me the 
Sunshine.”  
 

After the break, Rochelle Killett was our guest speaker. She used Isaiah 43:19 to remind us when the 
Israelites left Babylon returned to an unfamiliar land. They had no memory of the old temple or the old 
ways, but they were told to rebuild the temple. We were reminded we had to let go of the old ways of doing 
things in the past year. A story of how her mother and her sisters made a crazy quilt apron for her father, as 
he liked to cook on Sundays. The fabric pieces came from worn out dresses, jumpers, pajamas, and was 
recycled into an apron which lasted for years. Each piece of the recycled fabrics were stitched together for 
the apron. Not all the stitches matched and were perfect, but it was treasured by their father. 
 

Another story she shared was about two birds flying. One was 
a vulture looking for carrion, or decaying animals. In other 
words, it was looking for death. The other bird was a 
hummingbird looking for nectar and living flowers. In other 
words, it was looking for life. This story asked us what are we 
looking for? Death or life? The answer is: We find what we are 
looking for. Rochelle’s presentation was very inspirational. 
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(Continued from page 1) 
 

The participants went into breakout rooms and discussed the following two questions’: 
1. Where do you find your threads unraveling? 
2. How have you been woven together with others during this time of separation? 
 
The answers shared in chat were: 

As Maralyn Wells said, "We are not unraveling from God." 

Unraveled feeling of isolation and insulated from those who are different than me. Used to being with 
people I know and love. 

Unraveling: separation, no church, and country unraveling. 

We decided we will never complain about going to church again we are going to thank God we can go. 

We are trying to find ways to sew us back together as we come together after a year apart as churches and 
units. 

Breakout Group 1 talked about how much we realized we liked our own company but were very grateful for 
ZOOM that let us connect and have programs with speakers who were unable to travel to an in person 
meeting. 

Woven together through drive through worship, Zoom meetings, adapting food pantry to continue to serve 
others. Looking to changes regarding UMCOR with our Depot closing in Salt Lake. We need to be 
encouraged like the hummingbird. 

Our Unit has met in hybrid with some, no more than 10 at the church, and others on zoom.  We've had 
programs and did UMW Sunday and our local giving has far exceeded other years with our annual cookie 
sale. Pledges have come in well.  It's been a good year. 

Group 6 talked about the separation of not being together.  But, we're starting to knit back together with bell 
and choir practices, and the blessings are the vaccinations. 

Using parts and pieces of cloth [full of memories] from the past to 'weave' together to make new for the 
future. We have learned so much during this past year - now we can mold the future and weave everyone 
together. 
 
Bonnie Anderson led us in closing worship.  Joyce H. Orem closed the meeting with an emotional final 
words.  
 
Overall, the meeting was enjoyed by all who participated according to the evaluation results. 

Sage District Annual Meeting 

Plans will be made during the summer for the Sage District Annual Meeting. We are planning to hold an in 
person meeting at Nampa First in Nampa, Idaho. Many district and conference officers who live in the 
Treasure Valley have stated they are fully vaccinated, and are willing to provided housing for people who 
need to stay overnight. 
 
With the new revisions coming from our Bishop, churches are allowed, starting on May 17, 2021 to make 
choices with their local ministers, and capacity is opening up to a minimum of 50 people gathered together. 
The Sage District team will still monitor COVID numbers, but we are hoping to meet together with each 
other on September 18, 2021. 
 
We hope to see there! 
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THE VITAL ROLE OF OUR REGIONAL MISSIONARIES  
 
Regional Missionaries play a vital role in bringing faith, hope and love to women and children in third world 
countries. The seven Regional Missionaries are part of United Methodist Women International Ministries.  
They develop programs and network connections reflecting the needs and priorities of their own region, 
covering: Sub-Saharan Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean. These dedicated women work in 
local areas to assist women to work with each other on issues they determine and prioritize. The local 
women shape the programs according to their needs.  
 
Regional Missionaries help women develop programs that impact local poverty by providing the women 
with the tools to make positive, measurable change in their communities. The leadership development 
training addresses the social and economic effects of HIV/AIDS, gender based violence and maternal 
health. The women learn ways to  overcome social justice challenges, to promote access to rights and 
equal opportunity, and to influence policy on areas of women’s life in the church. 
 
The Regional Missionaries develop programs that empower women to address: 
     Needs in their communities  
     Security in income  
     Education for the uprooted and marginalized 
     Gender equity  
     Support for victims of prostitution and human trafficking  
     Education for women inmates 
     Network development 
     Christian witness to their neighbors 
     
You can learn more about these Regional Missionaries and their work by reading stories in the response 
magazine or going to the United Methodist Women Website. You could feature one or more of these 
women in a Unit Program. Your mission giving support this important outreach of United Methodist Women 
around the world. Give to Missions. 
 
Ingrid Cook, Oregon-Idaho Mission Coordinator for Education and Interpretation 

Special Alert! 
Be sure to look carefully through the upcoming July/August response magazine. 
You might recognize someone in this issue! She is a faithful sister in her service. 

Special Thank You to the Local Units! 
Thank you to all the local units who completed the Unit Survey 2020 on the 
National United Methodist website. Sage District has 23 active units and 19 units 
responded. What an accomplishment for our district!! 

This information is important to United Methodist Women to figure out the 
number of members, get ideas of how local units focus their mission work, and 
helps them to provide better services and information to local units in the future.  

Thank you to all who responded! It is very much appreciated.  
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July 9 – 11, 2021 – Mission u, Virtual Meeting  
July 29 –  30. 2021 –  Mission u, Virtual Meeting 
September 18, 2021 – Sage District Annual Meeting, Nampa First, Nampa, Idaho 
October 15, 2021 – DLTE (District Leadership Training Event), Boise First, Boise, Idaho   
October 16, 2021 – Conference Annual Meeting, Boise First, Boise, Idaho 
May 20 – 22, 2022 – Assembly, Orlando, Florida 

President 
Joyce H. Orem  
208 – 859 – 5780 
jhillisorem@hotmail.com  
 

Vice President 
Vacant 
 

Secretary 
Lucy Scopinich   
208 – 387 – 0661 (Home) 
208 – 409 – 2067 (Cell) 
lkscop0661@gmail.com  
 

Treasurer 
Jean Spence 
(541) 656-6630 (Cell) 
jeanlacook@yahoo.com  
 

Communications Committee 
Joyce H. Orem 
 
Bonnie Anderson 
 
Elinor Chehey 
208 - 343 - 8018 
elinorchehey@gmail.com 
 

Resource Room Manager 
Earlene Lamb   
541 – 786 – 8039 (Cell) 
peggye@eoni.com   
 

Mission Coordinators: 
Education and Interpretation 
Vacant 
 

Membership Nurture and 
Outreach 
Maralyn Wells  
208 – 989 – 0917 
mfwells-35@msn.com  
 

Social Action 
Connie Johnson     
541 – 216 – 8342 
connie.johnson53@gmail.com 

Spiritual Growth 
Bonnie Anderson     
208 – 221 – 8047 
monty@dcdi.net  
 

Chair of Nominations 
Vera Kenyon  
208 – 989 – 7535 
ldkvak@gmail.com  
 

Nominations Committee  
Members 
Lory Neser 
808 – 286 – 4829 
lneser@aol.com 
 
Kay Durham  
541 – 962 – 1002 (Home) 
541 – 975 – 3997 (Cell) 
kaydurham71483@yahoo.com  
 

Charlene Wimpy  
208 – 642 – 4304 (Home) 
cwimpy@q.com  
 

Idaho Legislative Event 
Coordinators 
Elinor Chehey - Chair 
 

Mary Getchell 
208 – 860 – 2715 
mlgetchell@aol.com 
 

Gayle Woods 
 

Judy Halverson 
 

Conference and Western 
Jurisdiction Officers and other 
Positions 
 

Vice President 
Gayle Woods 
gaylewoods5964@msn.com 
 
 
 
 

Mission Coordinators: 
Education and Interpretation 
Ingrid Cook 
ianddcook@gmail.com  
 

Social Action 
Judy Halverson 
judybhalverson@gmail.com 
 

Nominations Committee 
Member  
Rochelle Killett  
rochellekillett@gmail.com 
 

Legacy Liaison 
Lory Neser 
 

Mission u Dean 
Bonnie McOmber 
bjdlmcomber@live.com 
 
Idaho Mission u Assistant Dean 
Leona Whitcomb 
jayandleona1969@gmail.com 
 
Western Jurisdiction Chair on 
Nominations  
Lynda Montgomery  
dynomont_3@msn.com 
 

National Program Advisory 
Group 
Dixie Jacky 
dixiejacky@gmail.com 
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Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools 
2021 Issue Mission Study 
 
Despite increased attention to the mass and over-incarceration of black men, the plight of 
criminalized black women and girls is overlooked, underreported and under analyzed. 
Monique W. Morris' Pushout shows how even with obstacles, stigmas, stereotypes and 
despair, black girls still find ways to breathe remarkable dignity into their lives in 
classrooms, juvenile facilities and beyond, and challenges the rest of us to do the same.  
 
 
 
 

Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom: Living Into the Church’s 
Moral Witness through Radical Discipleship 
2021 Spiritual Growth Mission Study 
In Jesus’ own words, he came to bring good news to the poor, release the captives, 
restore sight to the blind, and to let the oppressed go free. What is the responsibility of 
the church to follow Christ’s example in word and deed? While these times might feel 
particularly turbulent, society has always confronted the church with challenging 
issues where she has had to discern how God was calling her. The church’s track 
record in these moments is far from perfect. The purpose of this study is to help the 
church and its members discern our call and bear witness to the will of God for a more 
just world. 
Written by Darryl W. Stephens.  

Mission u 2021 

The Mission u information for 2021 will be coming out later this month. For now, the important things are: 
 
Mission u will be a virtual  Mission u using Zoom. 
 
The studies offered are:  
 
 “Pushout” led by LaVerne Lewis. 
  
 “Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom” led by Reverend Jenny Hirst on July 8 - 10 and led by Reverend 
Sandra Kimbrow on July 29 - 30. 
 
Mission u will begin on Thursday evening with welcome, introductions, and opening worship. Classes will 
begin on Friday morning and end Saturday afternoon. 
 
Mission u dates are: July 8 - 10 and July 29 - 30. Both studies will be offered during both dates. 
Registration information will come out the end of May. 
 
Bonnie McOmber, Mission u Dean 
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THE LEGACY FUND ENDOWMENT CAMPAIGN 
 
  The Oregon-Idaho Conference Leadership Team set a Legacy goal at their last    
   meeting.  We decided to challenge the members of the Conference to become   
   Legacy Builders. Our goal is to add 20 Legacy Builders during 2021. We are  
   on our way to meeting that goal as so far in 2021 we have added 6 Legacy  
   Builders to our Conference total and 5 of them were from Sage District!   
 
   What is a Legacy Builder? A Legacy Builder moves forward the mission of   
   United Methodist Women by making a monthly gift of $18.69 or more to the 

Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign in honor of our 150th anniversary. The donation will automatically be 
taken from your bank account each month. Just as our foremothers invested in our future in 1869 with their 
2 cents a week and a prayer, this monthly donation will ensure that United Methodist Women continues to 
prepare future generations of women to impact women, children and youth.   
 
How do I become a Legacy Builder? It is very easy to become a Legacy Builder. Go to the United 
Methodist Women website - unitedmethodistwomen.org, click on Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign and 
the opportunity to donate will be presented. At that point you can choose the amount you wish to give 
monthly. 
 
What is the impact of being a Legacy Builder? By endowing core expenses, it allows United Methodist 
Women to make even more of a difference in the lives of women, children and youth in communities 
around the world. Our mission money can then be used to provide for immediate needs like healthy snacks 
for children at a community center in rural areas, supplying books for students in the Philippines or 
purchasing baby chicks to create entrepreneurship opportunities for women and youth in Mozambique. 
 
This note just arrived from National UMW: Thank you all for a very successful Day of Giving Live Event 
on March 23rd. We appreciate the efforts each of you made towards making Day of Giving 2021 a success.  
Besides the many who participated and joined us on that day for the 6+ hours of live programming, now 
over 4,500 have viewed the recording of the event through the UMW Facebook page. We feel blessed to 
have been able to share with you the highlights of the UMW work. We are also excited to share with you 
the 2021 Day of Giving total of $303,224. 2021 truly is Our Year of Hope! 
 
Lory Neser 
Conference Legacy Liaison 
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Sage District United Methodist Women 

c/o Joyce H. Orem 

157 E 1000 N 

Rupert, Idaho 83350 

 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
In 2021 Mission u will continue as planned with our 2021 studies:  

Spiritual Growth for 2021 

• Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom: Living Into the Church’s Moral Witness through Radical 
Discipleship 

Spiritual Growth for 2020 and 2021 online United Methodist Women website 

• Finding Peace in an Anxious World 

Issue Study for 2020 and 2021 

• Pushout - The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools 

2021 Youth Mission Study: Becoming Peacemakers in a Culture of Violence 

2021 Children’s Mission Study: Responding to Violence 

 

United Methodist Women shall be a community of 

women whose purpose is: 

 

to know God and to experience freedom as whole 

persons through Jesus Christ;  

 

to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and  

 

to expand concepts of mission through 

participation in the global ministries of the 

church.  

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/what-we-do/transformative-education/mission-study/social-issues/pushout-the-criminalization-of-black-girls-in-sc

