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Sage Wise 
Proceeding from wisdom; well judged; shrewd; well adapted to the purpose. 
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  “All the skilled women spun with their hands, and brought what they        
   had spun, in blue and purple and scarlet material and in fine linen.”    
   Exodus 35:25 
 

   “Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; but I tell  
    you, not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of  
    these.” 
    Luke 12:27 
 

   One of the goals I wanted to achieve as president of Sage District was   
   to visit, in person, as many units as I possibly could. That was in  
   September of 2019, and I actually thought it could be achievable as  
   my term was for two years, with a possible second term. 
 

   Then, 2020 came along, and before I could meet with the presidents  
   of our local units at the three scheduled spring EMEE meetings,  
   COVID-19 reared its ugly head, and all meetings were cancelled. 
 

I do not know about you, but it seemed like the year 2020 lasted 20 years! It sometimes looked as if the old 
THREADS of our lives were UNRAVELING as we were forced into isolation and quarantine. The SEAMS of 
friendships were being slowly RIPPED apart, the FABRIC of relationships within our churches appeared to 
FADE and HOLES in that beautiful FABRIC were looking like they might be too big to PATCH and MEND 
as time went on. As 2021 began, the bones of our country felt like they were breaking and needed to be 
KNIT back together to MEND them. Our hearts needed to be WASHED and WRUNG out to DRY to remove 
the STAINS of our tears.  
 

On the first day of spring, the Sage District EMEE will be held on Zoom. This is a time for us to renew, 
refresh, and look forward to future possibilities. As the spring flowers rise up from the ground to greet us 
with their smiles, I am reminded of my mother’s pansies. Every year my mother would plant pansies, and 
somehow, volunteer flowers from the seeds that had dropped during the fall would come back in the spring 
and start blooming while covered under the insulation of snow. They looked like bright smiling faces 
peeking out from under a white blanket, ready to greet the day, and I would remember a story my mother 
would tell me about pansies many times over the years.   
 

Originally, pansies were white, and very unattractive. Because no one paid attention to them, they became 
sad and dropped their faces towards the ground in shame. They grew only in the loneliest places where 
sadness was the only emotion. One day, three men were hung on crosses to die. For some reason, they 
felt compassion for one man, and looked up to the man with love in their faces. As the drops of his blood fell 
on them, they absorbed the blood, and they developed colors. Red for the blood shed by this man, purple 
for royalty, blue for compassion, orange for hope. When the man died, they hung their heads again, and 
cried. Three days later, God called to them and told them glorious news about the man they had cried for. 
He had defeated death and was risen from his grave. As the sun rose, they looked towards the sun and 
received yellow in the center of their faces to remind them Christ was Risen! Pansies have three colors to 
remind us of the Trinity - God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. To this day, pansies bring 
joy and love to my heart and soul.  
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Sage District EMEE (Every Member Enrichment Event) 
 

The Sage District, Oregon-Idaho Conference and Western 
Jurisdiction officers who reside in Sage District are finalizing the 
plans for the Sage District EMEE meeting on Saturday, March 20, 
2021, the first day of Spring! 
 

We are planning the meeting around the following  poem written by 
an English professor, and flowers. We will keep you updated and 
informed as we all need encouragement and hope for the future of 
our lives. We are excited to continue the planning for an 

exceptional time of Celebration! 
 

Rochelle Killett has graciously agreed to be our inspirational 
speaker for our meeting! And, of course, she was KNITTING when 
she was asked and agreed to be our speaker.  

(Continued from page 1) 
 

As I remember the story of the pansy, I realize encouragement from my faith is being WOVEN into the 
FIBERS of my soul. There is hope as lives are beginning the first STITCHES of love which are being 
SEWN back into our world. It is time to BIND OFF the old, CAST ON the new, and start to CROCHET 
future plans so we are prepared to WEAVE Faith, Hope, Love in Action. Our work for women, children, and 
youth in United Methodist Women continues, and we will meet again face to face someday. Until then, 
remember God is always present, Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow, and the Holy Spirit is 
with us everyday.  
 

We are KNITTED together! 
 

Joyce Hillis Orem 
Sage District United Methodist Women President 

The Old Threads Are Unraveling by Julia Myers 
 

The old threads are unraveling, 
Get your needles ready. 
We are stitching a new quilt 
of humanity. 
 
Bring your old t-shirts, 
worn out jeans, scarves, 
antique gowns, aprons, 
old pockets of plenty 
who have held Earth’s treasures, 
stones, feathers, leaves, 
love notes on paper. 
 
Each stitch 
A mindful meditation. 
Each piece of material 
A story. 
 
The more colour the better, 
so call in the tribes. 
Threads of browns, whites, 
reds, oranges 
Women from all nations 
start stitching. 

 
 

Let’s recycle the hate, the abuse, 
the fear, the judgment. 
Turn it over, wash it clean, 
ring it out to dry. 
It’s a revolution 
of recycled wears. 
 
Threads of greens, blues, purples 
Colourful threads 
of peace, kindness, 
respect, compassion 
are being stitched 
from one continent to the next 
over forests, oceans, mountains. 
 

The work is hard 
Your fingers may bleed. 
But each cloth stitched together 
Brings together a community. 
A world, our future world 
Under one colourful quilt. 
The new quilt of humanity. 
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Sage District Directory Changes 

Changes to the new Sage District directory are: 

On page 3, add Kay Durham to the Communications Committee 

On page 13, the Mission u Business Manager is Chris Mitchell (CL) , cmitchel@cluge.com 

On page 35, remove the listing for Nyssa First United Methodist Church. This church has closed. 

On page 37, remove Wallowa United Methodist Church. This church has closed. 

If there are any changes which need to be made to your church or unit listing, please contact Joyce H. 

Orem at jhillisorem@hotmail.com. 

Thank you.  

Keep on Quilting! 

Oregon-Idaho Conference United Methodist Women will continue the quilting project for 2021. Please 
share your beautiful creations with your local missions, and send your pictures to Joyce H. Orem. Let’s 
keep celebrating our love with each other. 
 

Last November, my local church at Rupert, Idaho donated red, white, and blue quilts, along with a mone-
tary donation to the local Veterans Association. They could not wait to give those quilts out to the Veter-
ans in retirement and living assistance organizations. They were so appreciative of the love these gifts 
show for our Veterans.  
 

Here are two pictures of some of the quilts Rupert United Methodist Church have mad and donated to our 
community. 

Above: quilts for Veterans.  
 

Right: quilts blessed and ready to hand out to the community. 
 

The tags attached say: 
 

Hooks and Kneedles at the Rupert United Methodist Church  
From our hearts and our hands 
Freely Given 
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Sage District United Methodist Women 

c/o Joyce H. Orem 

157 E 1000 N 

Rupert, Idaho 83350 

 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
In 2021 Mission u will continue as planned with our 2021 studies:  

Spiritual Growth for 2021 

• Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom: Living Into the Church’s Moral 

Witness through Radical Discipleship 

Spiritual Growth for 2020 and 2021  

• Finding Peace in an Anxious World 

 

Issue Study for 2020 and 2021 

• Pushout - The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools 

 

United Methodist Women shall be a 

community of women whose purpose is: 

 

to know God and to experience freedom 

as whole persons through Jesus Christ;  

 

to develop a creative, supportive 

fellowship; and  

 

to expand concepts of mission through 

participation in the global ministries of 

the church.  

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/what-we-do/transformative-education/mission-study/social-issues/pushout-the-criminalization-of-black-girls-in-sc

