
  

 

 

 

United Methodist Volunteers in Mission - 
Western Jurisdiction 

 

Equipping Volunteers, Empowering Partnerships 

April 13, 2021 

 

All UMVIM teams are reminded to contact their hosts prior to international and 
domestic travel during the COVID-19 Pandemic  

 

 
  

Looking for Gratitude 
  

     The words "Orientation", Disordientation", and "Reorientation" have new meaning in 
the Western Jurisdiction leaving leave us in this 
continuous cycle of never quite feeling at peace with 
ourselves or with others.  Besides the 
Covid Pandemic, we, in the WJ, have faced numeous 
wildfires, flooding, mud sides, vocanos, and now are 
working more urgently with the immigration issues at 
the California and Arizona Borders.  
     Where are you in this cycle?  Are we moving 
toward "Reorientation" or are we still dealing with the 
"Disorientation" of our current situation?  I pray that we are moving toward 



 

reorientation and are finding those things we are grateful for in our lives.  I look at the 
picture below and see new life of a single flower amid the blacken tree.  It symbolizes 
for me the moving from "Disorientation" to "Reorientation".  Something 'new' among 
the remnants of the 'old'. 
   

 
 
I am so grateful for the opportunties that God has given the UMVIM WJ program this past year: 

•  The new people we have met (and will continue to meet) across the global due to the 

virtual technology we now have.  
• How people in communities have come together to care for each other. 
• How we had to slow down and learn how to take better care of ourselves.  
• Even as painful as it has been we have been required to address those social injustice 

issues that were once previous hidden but now exposed for all to see. 
• How we had to find new ways of 'serving' in mission. 
• And, so much more...... 

     I hope that each of you might take the time to list those things you are grateful for and remember 

to thank God for His grace and presence in our lifes.   Blessings, Ronda 

 
 

What's Happening in the WJ  
  



Virtual Mission to the Philippines 
  

 
  

(The jeepney, from Microsoft Bing) 
 
     The Western Jurisdiction UMVIM is inviting you to a Virtual Mission to the Philippines.  We will 
be visiting Dambana and Rise Up through the NCCP, Street Children/Asuncion Perez, Kapatiran 
Kaunlaran Foundation Inc, Batis Center for Women, and Wesleyan University – Philippines 
Community Outreach Program and SHARE, an academic program for the deaf and mute 
students.   Through our visits at these sites, we will be learning about the important work with the 
Women, Youth, and Children in the Philippines.  

This is a special invitation for United Methodist Women.   
Dates:  April 15, 2021 for Team Orientation            

April 20, 22, and 24, 2021 with the church and community agencies.          
Time:  5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. PDT  90 minutes each day. 

  
For those in the Philippines the dates and April 16, 21, 23, 25 @ 8:00 am-9:30 am       

To register: https://forms.gle/k8M2qUo24WpFoVKb8 
  

For more information, please contact Ronda Cordill at umvimwj@gmail.com 
Rev. Dr. Fel Cao at felc@calnevumc.org or Shari Sandoval at sharis@calnevumc.org 

  
 

 
  

https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=8f589334e9&e=d49f85ec1c
mailto:umvimwj@gmail.com
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mailto:sharis@calnevumc.org


 
  
Arizona Justice for Our Neighbors Virtual Border Mission  and Anti-

Racism Workshop 
 
     The workshop is continuing in the WJ.  Local non-profit organizations based in Tucson, AZ are 
joining forces to promote more humane immigration policies by exposing people to the realities 
of border issues through educational tours. AZJFON enhances these presentations with 
information about the ever-changing U.S. immigration policy and the way that it intersects with 
racism. 
  
     The remaining schedule is:   
Session 2:  4/15/2021  -  Humane Borders - Doug Ruopp 
Session 3:  4/22/2021  -   Pima County OME - Dr. Greg Hess 
Session 4:  4/29/2021  -  Colibri Center for Human Rights - Gia Del Pino 

Each session is 90 minutes in length.  3:30 pm MST/PDT 
  

For more information or to register for this series click here. 
Or Contact Scott Morris at scottwmorris47@gmail.com 

A $100 donation is requested, as you are able, but this is not required.   
   

 

Networking opportunity for mission leaders 

Mission Pastor/Staff Cohort Kick-off Event 

Thursday, April 29, 2021 
10:00 AM  11:00 AM 

 
     UMVIM Jurisdictional Directors will be hosting a space for mission leaders (clergy, laity, paid staff, 
and Volunteer Mission Committee Chairs) to come together for networking and inspiration for leading 
their congregations in mission. During this kick-off event on April 29, a short presentation and training 
will be followed by break-out groups based on geographical location.  

https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=cda54d39e0&e=d49f85ec1c
mailto:scottwmorris47@gmail.com


 

The event takes place from 10:00 am to noon Central Time on Zoom.  
Register here! 

  

      
  

   

  

Upcoming Events 
 

Mission Volunteers Discovery Event 
Thursday, June 3, 2021, 2:00 PM  4:00 PM  

OR  
Saturday, June 5, 2021. 9:00 AM  11:00 AM  

 
     We are excited that you are interested in learning more about volunteering in mission. What is a 
Virtual Mission Discovery event? A two-hour event to learn the basics of volunteer service and ask 
questions.  

• What can you expect from the event? 
•  Hear about the difference between short-term and long-term mission engagement 
•  Learn more about partnership thorough Connectionalism  
• Build better awareness to share the program with others 

There is no charge for attending the event and attending does not commit one to service. Please 
email mv@umcmission.org with any questions.  

Click here to register for either Mission Discovery Event. 

https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=be38f2d540&e=d49f85ec1c
mailto:mv@umcmission.org
https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=c47b5a3a3c&e=d49f85ec1c
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 Justice Camp 

2021 Virtual Tour 

         A Virtual Camp for HIgh School Students to learn, grow, ask 
questions and engage with other youth about racial justice.   

Biblical Theme: Jeremiah 1:4-10 

“Raising Prophetic Voices to Declare the Ways of the Lord” 

Day 1: “How to Stand Up for Racial Justice” 

Sun., 6/13, 3-5p CT: Juneteenth Celebration at DuSable Museum, Chicago, IL  



 

Day 2: “How do we treat the poor, the disfavored, the accused and the condemned?” 

Sun., 6/27, 3-5p CT: Panel discussion and student engagement with the Southern Poverty Law 

Center and the Equal Justice Initiative.  

Day 3: “How Have We Handled Silencing Our Histories?” 

Sun., 7/11, 3-5 CT: Panel discussion and engagement with the Oklahoma Indian Missionary 

Conference, the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre Centennial Commission, and the John Hope 

Franklin Center. 

Day 4: “Where Do We Go From Here?” 

Sun., 8/8, 3-5p CT: Back-to-school reflection and moving forward. What are they going to do 

with what they’ve learned. 

Sponsors: Northern Illinois Conference Anti-racism Task Force Justice Generation, Northern 
Illinois Conference UMVIM, the Oklahoma Native American Conference, and the UMVIM 

Jurisdictions   

Registration will open to United Methodist high school students (incoming freshmen through 

graduating high school students) in May 

Registration fee: $25 (includes limited reading and viewing resources to prepare for virtual tour 

discussions and projects, souvenirs from tour locations, and engagement with Native American 

high school students and United Methodist high school students from across the U.S. 

 

   

 

Long Term Recovery News 
 

     The Long Term Recovery Organizations are concerned for team and client safety and have a COVID-19 



guidelines that includes use of PPE, social distancing, and other safety precautions.  These are to be 
followed by all UMVIM teams.  

 
Oregon-Idaho:   
 Blue Mountain Region Long Term Recovery Group 
If you have a team that is interested in volunteering, please contact Louise Kienzle 
at umvim@umoi.org  | 541-620-0989.  
 
Oregon Wildfires 
     Wildfires devasted areas of western Oregon last fall. Long Term Recovery Groups are just getting formed 
so please watch for more information requesting volunteers.  Contact Louise at umvim@umoi.org if you are 
interested in serving with this disaster ministry.   
   

 
Pacific Northwest: 
  
    North Central Washington was affected once again by wildfires during the summer of 2020. There are 
currently over 120 new fire survivors from Okanogan and Douglas counties.  
      The Okanogan Long Term Recovery is reaching out to volunteer teams to help.  There are several 
requests for volunteers which include: cleanup (both ash/trash and metal), fencing, dirtwork, construction 
on client self-rebuild homes and outbuildings, and more.  
For more information contact Cheryl Reagan PNW UMVIM Coordinator at cherylreagan.umvim@gmail.com  

  
 

Cal/Nev:  Disaster Response Ministry starts Fire Bucket Campaign 
      You are asked to build Fire Buckets for families who are returning to destroyed homes to sift 

through the ashes for their belongings. Our goal is to have 500 buckets to store throughout the 
Conference by the end of May. 

If you would like to donate buckets or other disaster response supplies, please contact 

Will Ebeler at williame@calnevumc.org.  For more information, Click Here:   

mailto:umvim@umoi.org
mailto:umvim@umoi.org
mailto:cherylreagan.umvim@gmail.com%C2%A0
mailto:williame@calnevumc.org
https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=cf108b46c7&e=d49f85ec1c
https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=4a1526d79a&e=d49f85ec1c


 

 

 

   

 

 

Contacts:                                    
Western Jurisdictional Coordinator:  Ronda Cordill  
Email:   umvimwj@gmail.com  
Phone:  (509) 993-6753 (Cell) or (509) 235-5466 (Home) 
Address:  20116 W. Sterling; Rd Cheney, WA 99004 
 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE UMVIM COORDINATORS  
Alaska:                       Don Olson    
Cal/Pacific:                  Doug & Judy Lewis  
Cal/Nevada:                 Shari Sandoval  
Mountain Sky               Rev Kenneth Daniell 
Desert Southwest:       Mike & Lorraine Eyer                       
Oregon/Idaho:             Louise Kienzle  
Pacific Northwest:       Cheryl Reagan 
 
Your UMVIM WJ Conference Coordinators are there to assist and support you as you answer your call 
to serve as a short-term mission volunteer.  If you are already scheduled to serve on a mission journey, 
let us know about it, so that we can share your story.  Please feel free to contact them for information 
or connection to other VIM Resources.  
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