
 

 
 

Columbia District Church Extension Society 
October 8, 2019       12:00 pm  

OR-ID Conference Center, Albright Room 
 
Present: Laura Jaquith Bartlett, Norm Dyer, Donna Ward, Trudy Pollard, Scott Overton, Ric Shewell, DJ 
Antlitz, Fungalei Taufoou, Erin Martin, Lydia Henry 
Absent: Becca Farrester, Sho Dozono, Randy Adams, David White, Joy Atkinson 
 
Prayers: Thanksgiving for Megan Bartlett’s new job and for four young men confirmed last Sunday at 
Fremont! Funga lifted a concern for his aunt in San Francisco, who has cancer. Ric prayed us into the 
meeting. 
 
July minutes:   Norm moved to approve the minutes of the September 10, 2019, meeting.  Seconded. 
 Passed. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Audit: Gary McGee was with us to present the financial review for 2018. He distributed hard copies, 
and thanked Norm for his assistance, as well as David White.  He also clarified that this was technically 
not an audit, but rather a review, which requires less collection of evidence.  Gary summarized the 
CDCES as healthy and well-managed.  He also pointed out that if/when David retires as our 
bookkeeper, it will be challenging to find someone to learn the very complicated system that David 
inherited and has mastered.  Gary told us that we do not have true, donor-restricted endowments for 
funds like Vital Ministries or Dennis—although he also assured us that there is nothing wrong with 
what we’re doing.  Scott noted that the Balcomb Fund is a true endowment, but Gary instructed us 
that we need to separate the corpus from the earnings (two separate funds) in order to meet the 
standard of “true endowment.”  Current law requires that a donation for an endowment must have a 
written endowment agreement.  Scott will look into the Dennis fund to make sure we are tracking it 
correctly.   
 
Norm moved that we accept the draft from Gary as our final report. Seconded. 
 Passed. 
 
Do we need to file a Form 990? Gary’s opinion is that if we go through the GCFA’s group ruling, which 
would be the simplest way to go, we would not need to file a 990. But Gary also believes that we could 
go directly to the IRS and ask for recognition as an integrated auxiliary to an association of churches 
(this would release us from the requirement of filing a 990). If neither of those systems work, we could 
file like any other charity for tax-exempt status.  Gary recommends we try GCFA first, and then go to 
the IRS. He is willing to argue for us that we are an “integrated auxiliary.”  
 
 
 



 

Nominations Report 
Ric asked us to move to the Nominations report early, so that we can discuss a letter from our current 
president.  Becca has reported to us that she is unable to serve as president for the next three months, 
so Ric will fill in until the Annual Meeting, when Ric will (presumably) be voted in as the president, and 
Beccas will become an ex officio member of the Board as the immediate president. Ric has agreed to 
this.  
 
Scott proposed that we task Laura with sending out a poll to survey Board members to determine if 
there is a possibility of holding some evening meetings.  
 
Ric and Laura will work on filling gaps on our Board.  
 
Woodlawn Redevelopment Fund: Trudy and Leroy and Erin have a tentative date to meet on Oct. 15. 
Their scheduled meeting date was displaced by a last-minute Cabinet meeting. Leroy’s passion is 
raising up leaders of colors.  
 
Parsonage Inspections: Norm (with help from Erin) reported on the Sept. 16 meeting of the joint task 
force between CDCES and the Board of Church Location & Building. The group recommends that we 
hire professional inspectors to do the work on our behalf.  There are 23 parsonages on the district; five 
are occupied by the pastor. In the course of our conversation, we realized that we need to require 
more information from churches about the physical condition of their facilities when they apply for a 
grant or loan. Larry Burbidge is working on getting firm bids from inspection services, then the task 
force will look for monies to cover this initiative.  We could create a fund to handle the ongoing work. 
Scott has some ideas about how to handle the process. We could also work it into our budget. Ric is 
going to write a proposal for our next meeting.  
 
Tax-Exempt Status: Laura reported on the timeline she’s working on, which is to have the proposed 
changes to the Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation ready to present to the Society membership for a 
vote at the Annual Meeting. See the discussion above with Gary McGee. 
 
Lay Representative on CDCES: We continued our conversation from last month. It was noted that every 
church has a chair of the Board of Trustees, so perhaps that’s the person we want to have signing off 
on grants and loans.  After more discussion, we came to consensus that we would like to change our 
Bylaws so that each church will designate a lay rep to the CDCES; if the church does not designate 
anyone, then the position will be filled by the chair of the Board of Trustees.  
 
REPORTS 
 
Grants/Loans Committee:  
The committee met this morning with Marshall Wattman-Turner concerning the Columbia District 
grant, which is currently suspended. After input from Erin, we agreed that the new direction Marshall 
proposes sounds promising, but we would like to have the money returned (less the compensation for 
the 15 hours already worked by Marshall), and a new grant application submitted.  Scott proposed that 



 

Laura write a letter to the District, asking that remaining monies (after paying for work done) be 
returned to the CDCES, since the grant has been suspended.  
 
We reiterated that, from this point forward, all grants should go through a local church.   
 
Investments: 
Greg Dufault’s report is included with the Investment Committee minutes. The committee decided to 
set up a longer committee meeting in early 2020 to review our investments as per a document from 
the Northwest Foundation.  
 
Treasurer: No requests for funds this past month. We will extend the Balcomb grant application 
deadline yet again. Laura will send a note to St. Paul’s to let them know that we’ve extended the 
deadline.  
 
Bookkeeper: David is on vacation!! 
 
District Superintendent: Erin had to leave early. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Financial Review: Norm offered to contact Gary McGee to ask him to review 2019. The Board agreed.  
 
Next Meeting: November 12, 12:00 noon, at the OR-ID Conference Office in the Albright Room 
(Investment Committee to meet at 11:30am in the Albright Room; Grants/Loans to meet at 11:30am, 
location TBA) 
 
Meeting adjourned at 1:33 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Jaquith Bartlett 
CDCES Administrative Assistant/Secretary 


