
 

 
 

Columbia District Church Extension Society 
November 12, 2019       12:00 pm  

OR-ID Conference Center, Albright Room 
 
Present: Laura Jaquith Bartlett, Norm Dyer, Donna Ward, Ric Shewell, Sho Dozono, Randy Adams, 
David White, Joy Atkinson, Lydia Henry 
Absent: Becca Farrester, Trudy Pollard, Erin Martin, Fungalei Taufoou, DJ Antlitz, Scott Overton 
 
Prayers: Megan Bartlett is having a tonsillectomy on Nov. 22; Joy’s brother is having surgery on the 
19th, which could impact his employment; Norm and Toni are anticipating their 5th great-grandchild! 
Trudy’s husband is back home after 70 days in the hospital and rehab. Ric led us in prayer. 
 
July minutes:   Joy moved to approve the minutes of the October 8, 2019, meeting.  Seconded. 
 Passed. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Audit: Norm hasn’t heard back from Gary McGee about 2019 so he will follow up. Hard copies of the 
final 2018 review have been received and are on file. 
 
Parsonage Inspections: Discussion on how to fund these. We could write this into our operating 
budget. Could this be supported through some grant money? Could we offer a grant to a church that 
needs an inspection? There was a suggestion to approach the conference trustees about money. There 
was some discussion about whether Vital Ministry Funds might be used for this. Currently, our CDCES 
expenses exceed our income. It seems to us the Board of Church Location and Building should have a 
budget to cover this, but we don’t believe it does. Ric will have Larry Burbidge ask the Trustees; David 
White, who is a member of Trustees, will also talk with Larry McClure (chair of Trustees).  
 
ORDER OF THE DAY 
Heather Riggs from Oak Grove UMC, and Anna, from Storyline Community (one of Oak Grove’s 
collaborators on the Neighborhood Project) came to report on their $5000 grant (Heather also 
submitted a written report). The neighborhood is the Greater Milwaukie/Oak Grove neighborhood, 
and the intent was to get folks outside the doors of the churches to connect with people (and 
organizations) in the neighborhood. They conducted four listening/sharing sessions during the month 
of October. They realized that folks don’t even know who their neighbors are. Heather and Anna are 
interested in transitioning this project into an ongoing cohort.  
 
Woodlawn Redevelopment Fund: Trudy sent her report. I did get a chance to meet with Leroy and Erin 
on 10/15/19.  He will have a report for the December meeting.  He would like to put in place a board of 
POC and add to the funds that are left from Woodlawn and have the new board make decisions on how 
it will be spent.  He does not want any changes in who signs the checks or the accounts where the 
money currently is.  He wants the funds to be used to develop leadership for POC. That is my 



 

recollection of our brief meeting.  He was headed to Seattle that morning.  Erin agreed with Trudy’s 
summary.  
 
We have some questions about how this system might work, since our mission is to fund ministries of 
UM churches; moreover, we have a fiduciary responsibility for CDCES funds. We looked at the original 
paperwork that set up this fund, and we want to make sure the money is used for ministry 
redevelopment in the Woodlawn neighborhood, which was the intent of the fund. We will discuss in 
December with Erin and Trudy, when we have Leroy’s written proposal. Laura will talk with Erin about 
getting the proposal ahead of time so that Board members can be prepared for the conversation.   
 
Dennis Fund Scott will need to report on this next month. 
 
Tax-Exempt Status: Laura is making progress! She plans to have a rough draft ready next month, with 
the proposed changes to the bylaws and incorporation papers. Board members can make suggestions, 
which would be reflected in the final draft in January, to be recommended to the Annual Meeting in 
February. 
 
Lay Representative on CDCES: The change we decided on last month will be included in the revised 
bylaws. 
 
Alternate time for board meetings: We looked carefully at the survey data and discussed the issue. The 
consensus was that we would lose too many people if we switched to evening meetings, so we are 
going to continue with the daytime meetings. Ric will talk with Becca about the reasons for the 
decision.  
 
REPORTS 
 
Grants/Loans Committee:  
The check for the Columbia District grant (work by Marshall Wattman-Turner) was returned to the 
CDCES. The voided check is #1565, dated 7/9/19; David took it to return to Scott.  
 
We received written grant reports from Great Spirit UMC, Lincoln Street UMC, and Oak Grove UMC. 
 
We have a new report form to use for grant recipients, so new recipients going forward will be 
required to use that form.  
 
We would like to award another $500 grant from district grants as a door prize at the 2020 Annual 
Meeting for clergy and lay reps (excluding Board members) who attend the meeting together.   
 
Investments: Norm said that the committee had a report on our investments. The exact numbers from 
Greg will be on the website with the minutes. We have not received a request from any of our 
investing churches to meet with them to discuss their investments. Norm is planning that the March 
meeting of the investment committee will be a bit longer in order to review our investments based on 



 

a form put out by the UM Northwest Foundation. Norm and Randy agreed that we have never done 
such a review! All Board members will be invited to attend that meeting.  
 
Nominations: Ric has not worked on this but he will! 
 
Treasurer: Scott was not present.  
 
We have two applications for the 2019 Balcomb Grant. The committee of three (president—in this 
case, Ric in place of Becca--and Erin and Scott) needs to meet to make the decision and then inform 
the Board. Ric will follow up on how the three of them can meet before our December meeting. 
 
Bookkeeper: David distributed the financial reports. Our cash balance is very tight right now. The audit 
was over $6500 and insurance was $1300. If all the Askings came in, we would be fine. David suggested 
that the Board should be more proactive at educating churches about the Askings; this would be a 
good topic for the annual meeting.  David also mentioned (thanks to Gary McGee’s recommendation) 
that we might want to eventually find a replacement for him earlier than actually needed, so that the 
new person could spend significant time with David to learn the system.  
 
District Superintendent: Erin was at a Cabinet meeting in Seattle. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Location of Annual Meeting: [This discussion actually happened early in the meeting, so that we could 
talk with Heather Riggs about it when she came to give her report.] Norm moved that we hold our 
annual meeting at Oak Grove UMC in February, if the church leaders are amenable. Seconded. 
 Passed. [note: Heather agreed to this plan, on behalf of the church] 
 
 

Next Meeting: December 10, 12:00 noon, at Greg’s office (Dufault, Smith and Meeuwsen; Wealth 

Management Group of Wells Fargo Advisors; 5400 SW Meadows Rd, Suite 250, Lake Oswego).  
Investment Committee meets at 11:30 am. Lunch will be provided.  Investment Committee will meet 
at 11:30am; Grants/Loans may not need to meet—stay tuned! 
 
Meeting adjourned at 1:47 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Jaquith Bartlett 
CDCES Administrative Assistant/Secretary 


