
 

 
 

Columbia District Church Extension Society 
December 11, 2019       12:00 pm  

Wells Fargo Advisors Conference Room (Lake Oswego) 
 
Present: Randy Adams, Laura Jaquith Bartlett, Norm Dyer, Lydia Henry, Scott Overton, Ric Shewell, 
Funga Taufoou, Donna Ward, Joy Atkinson, David White 
Absent: Erin Martin, DJ Antlitz, Becca Farrester, Sho Dozono, Trudy Pollard 
 
After a delicious lunch graciously provided by Greg Dufault’s office, Ric called us to order at 12:23 pm. 
 
Check in and Prayers: Ric reported that his family is having their final appointment with their 
daughter’s neurosurgeon tomorrow! We also lifted up celebrations from the Investments committee. 
Ric offered prayer. 
 
Laura had a thank you card for Greg’s staff, to express our appreciation for the lunch they provided. 
We sent it around so that all Board members could sign it. 
 
November minutes: Joy moved that the November Board minutes be approved as posted on the web 
page. Seconded. 
 Passed.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Audit: Norm received an email from Gary McGee. His firm is willing to conduct a financial audit of 2019 
for us. The fee will increase from $6875 (what we paid for 2018) to $7900. Norm is recommending that 
we accept Gary’s offer to send us a contract.  We affirmed this action by consensus. 
 
Parsonage Inspections: Ric and Larry Burbidge have done quite a bit of talking but so far there’s 
nothing in writing.  Ric suggests that we need a district rule requiring churches to conduct professional 
parsonage inspections, and then when churches comply they could be eligible for a CDCES grant to pay 
for the inspection.  Norm notes that the conference parsonage policy is being revised by CF&A. Scott 
suggests that the Grants committee come up with a strategy to enable us to create a grant that would 
fund professional parsonage inspections. Once the CF&A process is farther along, Norm will be in touch 
with the Conference Trustees (David White is a member) to make sure they are in the loop on the 
issue.   
 
Woodlawn Redevelopment Fund: We have heard nothing from Leroy Barber. Laura will contact Erin 
this afternoon so that she can chat with Leroy at Cabinet meeting this week.  
 
We do need to figure out whether or not we can redefine the terms of the fund. Scott believes that, by 
Board vote, we can redefine the terms of the Fund, since the Board voted originally to set up the 



 

Fund—it was not a legal document that we received.  So we will wait to see what Leroy proposes, and 
then we will make a decision from there.  
 
Tax-Exempt Status and Lay Representative to CDCES: Laura distributed a draft of the amended Bylaws 
(along with the current Bylaws), and walked us through the potential changes. Most are to conform to 
the GCFA’s requirements in order to apply for tax-exempt status through the UMC. There are a few 
editorial tweaks, along with a change in lay representatives to CDCES. Board members are asked to 
study the document over the next month; we will revisit this in January to determine if we are willing 
to take this to the Society for a vote at the annual meeting in February. Laura will also have the 
changes to the Articles of Incorporation ready to view at the January meeting. 
 
Dennis Fund: Scott needs to dig through the records and do a bit of research before reporting back to 
us on whether or not this Fund meets the definition of an endowment. 
 
Annual Meeting: We have already decided that our venue will be the Oak Grove UMC, with a catered 
lunch (Laura will arrange this), and we want to again offer a “door prize” of a $500 CDCES grant to one 
clergy/lay pair who attend together (names to be drawn at the meeting). How can we manage the 
time, get our official business cared for, and make the program inspiring? Scott is willing to bring 
Fremont’s projection system and run it. People who are presenting with powerpoint would be required 
to submit their slides ahead of time so that we can minimize last-minute technical glitches. Ric suggests 
a slide show with photos from Great Spirit, Lents Tongan, Christ Church’s roof (and possible Fremont’s 
chairs). We would love to have Julia Nielsen report on the Portsmouth Union project, and to hear 
Heather Riggs (as host) share about Oak Grove’s ministry. Norm would like to have Greg present an 
investments report. After discussing the proposed changes in the Bylaws, we agreed that we would 
present the Bylaws for a vote, and then we would need a vote to allow the current Directors to 
continue until annual conference. Laura will prepare an agenda with timings 
 
REPORTS 
 
Grants/Loans: no applications this month. 
 
Investments: We looked briefly at the market report from Greg. Bonds and markets both went up—
which is unusual! The committee is in the process of looking at our investment policy, and will be 
proposing a change to the Board sometime next year.  In March the committee will do a review of our 
investments. Still no response to the committee’s invitation to investing churches about scheduling an 
investment review conversation.  
 
Nominations: Ric is working on this. He’ll have a list for us to look at in January. 
 
Treasurer:  Rose Balcomb grant fund: Scott reminded us that we can spend 5% of the fund value as of 
the end of the calendar year, which means we have $760.90 to distribute in 2019. We received two 
applications and are approving them both: $135 to the Alton L. Collins Retreat Center for songbooks as 
well as an accompaniment edition of the United Methodist Hymnal, and $460 to St. Paul’s for new 
choir music. We still have $165.91 remaining.  



 

 
Bookkeeper: David had to transfer money to keep us out of the hole; the operating fund fell short 
about $12,000 altogether. Scott noted that typically the Board would vote on the exact amount in 
January, after the books have closed. The operating fund should zero out at the end of the year.  Scott 
believes we should not use operating fund monies for the audit (financial review), but we should 
budget for that in other ways (similar to what we do for management fees).  
 
We only get about half of our CDCES Askings—which is what supports our operating budget.  David 
went over the financial reports, and asked Board members to send him suggestions about making the 
reports more user-friendly so that they are easier to understand. 
 
District Superintendent: Erin was at Cabinet meetings this week. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
We need to confirm our meeting schedule for 2020. We will meet on the second Tuesday at least for 
January and February, and we’ll look more closely at the rest of the year at our meeting next month. 
 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, Jan. 14, 12:00 pm at the OR-ID Conference Office. Investments and 
Grants/Loans will each meet at 11:30am. The meeting locations will be on the welcome screen in the 
entrance lobby of the building. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:45pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Jaquith Bartlett 
CDCES Administrative Assistant/Secretary 

 


