
 

 
 

Columbia District Church Extension Society 
January 14, 2020       12:00 pm  

Oregon-Idaho Conference Center, Albright Room 
 
Present: Randy Adams, Laura Jaquith Bartlett, Norm Dyer, Scott Overton, Ric Shewell, Funga Taufoou, 
Donna Ward, David White, Erin Martin, Trudy Pollard, Joy Atkinson, 
Absent: Becca Farrester, DJ Antlitz, Sho Dozono 
 
Prayers: We are lifting up Ric and Funga (both of whom will appear before the Board of Ordained 
Ministry for interviews early next month), youth leaving for the winter retreat at Suttle Lake, the family 
who lost both their children to a sneaker wave at the coast last month, the Shewell family as they 
approach the one-year anniversary (this Saturday) of Clementine’s brain bleed. Ric offered prayer for 
all these.  
 
December minutes: David moved that we accept the minutes of the December 8 CDCES Board meeting 
as posted on the webpage. Seconded. 
 Passed. 
 
Old Business  
Audit: Norm reported that Gary McGee will send an engagement letter for the 2019 financial review. 
 
Parsonage inspections: The CDCES is willing to grant money for parsonage inspections, but we are not 
the “enforcers.” Norm believes that the Discipline (par. 659.4) does allow for the CDCES to step in to 
“enforce” because we do not have district trustees. We discussed doing four to five inspections each 
year; this would take us about three years to do all the parsonages on the district. We could write a 
district policy that parsonages be professionally inspected every five years, paid for by the CDCES. Erin 
reminds us that the policy must be connected with a relationship with the churches that empowers 
them to feel that we are partnering on this. When we create a line item in our budget, we need to be 
very clear about the expectations/restrictions on the use of the money. Ric will work on this in 
preparation for the annual meeting (and the budget presentation). Erin recommends the money come 
out of the Vital Ministry Fund; Scott suggests creating a sub-fund out of Vital Ministry.  
 
Woodlawn Redevelopment Fund: This is on hold until we hear from Leroy Barber.  
 
Tax-Exempt Status: 
Scott moved that we accept the amended bylaws as proposed, and send them to the Society for 
approval at the annual meeting. Seconded. 
 Passed. 
 
Laura is working with Dan Wilson-Fey on this process. Dan will send both the amended Bylaws and the 
amended Articles of Incorporation to GCFA to make sure everything is correct. If all is well, the Board 
can vote on the Articles of Incorporation in March.  



Dennis Fund: Scott hasn’t done the research yet on the question of whether or not this Fund meets the 
definition of an endowment. 

2020 Meeting Schedule: Cabinet meetings are somewhat unpredictable, but they tend to be the 
second week of the month, which means Erin misses many of our meetings. We will stay with the 
second Tuesday for February (Erin will miss, but will address the gathering via zoom) and March (Erin 
should be there), then we’ll switch to the third Tuesday of the month—same time and venue.  

Annual Meeting: (Laura/Ric) Look at proposed agenda, discuss final details. 
 Laura presented some options from a local Milwaukie caterer; the Board chose the sandwich option 
for $11.50 per person (includes sides and dessert). Laura will send a publicity email to all district 
churches, Ric will write a letter to be mailed to pastors and lay representatives, and we will also ask 
Erin to put out an email encouragement about the annual meeting. We will again present certificates 
to those churches who gave 100% of their Asking in 2019. Julia Nielsen is not able to be there to make 
a presentation about the Portsmouth Union grant, but the group directed Laura to be in touch with 
Allen Buck to talk about the grant we awarded to Great Spirit. Scott will bring projection equipment 
and will run it. Greg will be there to talk briefly about investments and take questions; this will happen 
following the approval of the 2019 minutes. 

REPORTS 
Grants/Loans Committees: Donna (no grant applications this month) 

Investment Committee: Norm reminded us that the March meeting will start at 11:00, in order to do a 
review of investments as per the guidance of the Northwest UM Foundation.  

Nominations: Heather Riggs has agreed to be nominated to come on the Board in the vice-president 
position. Ric will be in touch with each director this afternoon about continuing on the Board. We also 
noted that Lydia Henry is not officially on the Board, but she would make a good addition. 

Treasurer: We gave out about $3000 to the churches who invest with us.  Scott gave Laura the 
Balcomb grant checks from 2019 and she will send them out. The amount available for Balcomb grants 
in 2020 is $800.55; Laura will make sure the application is ready on the webpage, and we can promote 
it at the annual meeting. 

Bookkeeper: 
Scott moved that we forward $11,607.48 to the operating fund from the loan fund (equity) to cover 
the deficit in the operating budget for 2019. Seconded. 

Passed. 

Scott moved that we set the Asking rate at $3 per member for churches in the Columbia District for the 
CDCES. Seconded. 

Passed. 



 

 
David presented an idea that would have our funds cover the cost of our annual audit. This would take 
some pressure off the operating budget. It would impact the earnings, but the audit is a necessity in 
order to protect the funds themselves, along with the ministry that we do.  Ric believes that the 
investing churches should be notified about this change. Scott is willing to send out this message. Scott 
moved that we assess each fund $500 per quarter to pay for the audit.  Seconded. 
 Passed.  
 
David also noted that West Portland has a very erratic way of paying on their loan; technically, they’re 
behind on their payment right now.  
 
District Superintendent: Erin planted a seed about the future, which may see the Greater Northwest 
Area becoming one annual conference. What would this mean for the CDCES (and other extension 
societies)?  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None. 
 
Next Meeting: Annual Meeting, February 11th at Oak Grove UMC, noon (lunch included) 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:41 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Jaquith Bartlett 
CDCES Administrative Assistant/Secretary 

 




