
 

 
 

Columbia District Church Extension Society 
March 10, 2020       12:00 pm  

Oregon-Idaho Conference Center, Albright Room 
 
Present: Randy Adams, Laura Jaquith Bartlett, Norm Dyer, Ric Shewell, Funga Taufoou, Donna Ward, 
David White, Erin Martin, Trudy Pollard, Lydia Henry 
Absent: Becca Farrester, DJ Antlitz, Sho Dozono, Scott Overton, Joy Atkinson 
 
Prayers: Ric asked for prayer concerns: Donna’s brother-in-law with a new cancer diagnosis, a Fremont 
UMC member who died on Sunday, Norm’s first cousin dealing with lung cancer, a family at Christ 
UMC—a caregiver who died this morning. Ric prayed for us. We also celebrated with Ric, who has been 
recommended for ordination in June, and Funga, who has been recommended for election as a 
provisional member in June. Congratulations! 
 
January minutes: David moved that the January 14, 2020 minutes be approved. Seconded. 
 Passed. 
 
Old Business  
Audit: Gary McGee sent Norm an engagement letter on Dec. 13, 2019. Ric signed it at this meeting, and 
Laura will send it back to Gary.  
 
Parsonage inspections: Ric reminded us that we will now directly pay the inspector when a church 
needs an inspection for its parsonage. Ric talked with Larry Burbidge (Church Location and Building). 
Our budget will support five parsonages per year (based on $400/inspection). Erin reported that Faith, 
St Paul’s, Great Spirit, Lincoln Street, and Hermiston will be in the first go-round. At its meeting today, 
Church Location & Building put together a process to use with the churches as we move forward. The 
goal is to do the inspections in spring/summer, with reviews in the fall. So Location and Building will do 
the logistics of managing the inspection process, and CDCES will provide the funds. Both entities will 
receive the inspection reports. Ric reminded us that Erin wants to make sure that this new process gets 
communicated to the churches collegially, not punitively.  
 
Woodlawn Redevelopment Fund: We have not heard back from Leroy Barber, but we don’t need to 
wait for Leroy in order to do something proactive with this money. We could create a new grant fund 
from these monies, and earmark it for developing leaders and supporting new ministries with people 
of color. The grants/loans committee will work on a proposal. Note that we don’t have to stick with the 
current $40,000 for this fund—we can also figure out ways to grow the fund. 
 
Tax-Exempt Status: Laura reported that we are getting closer! The GCFA lawyers vetted our 
organizational documents with the proposed changes, and said that they conform to the requirements. 
The amended Bylaws were passed by the Society last month.  
 



 

Laura moved that the amendments to the Restated Articles of Incorporation of the Colombia District 
Church Extension Society of the United Methodist Church be approved.  Seconded. 
 Passed. 
 
Dennis Fund: Scott will need to research whether this fund qualifies as an endowment. 
 
Annual Meeting: We had considerably less attendance this year, over last. We did essentially the same 
publicity. Erin says that attendance typically averages about 25-30, so 2019 was an anomaly, with 
about 45 participants. But we’d love to be able to repeat that anomaly! How can we do a better job of 
telling our story? We don’t get much return on any wide-spread email blast type of communication. A 
good way to start would be with clergy new to this district. We could send a personal note with our 
brochure to each new pastor. Ric and Norm will work on this. Erin noted that the healthy churches are 
the ones who apply for grants, and continue to do so. The program itself felt a little disorganized 
because we had to make several changes at the last minute—we’ll try for more specific communication 
with our presenters next year.  
 
REPORTS 
Grants/Loans Committees: There were no grant applications this month, but Donna lifted up the grant 
report from Faith UMC—whose main learning was that they need to do a better job of keeping up their 
parsonage! 
 
Portsmouth Union is in the process of writing a new VMF grant request to create a “summer cooling 
system” for people in the neighborhood who have no place to go. Julia Nielsen would like to know if 
we would consider raising the grant limit to $20,000. Erin remembers that we have granted more than 
$15,000 in the past. After discussion, we agreed to allow the $20,000 request. Laura will communicate 
this to Jules.  
 
Investment Committee: Norm reported that the committee reviewed our investments, following the 
process developed by the Northwest UM Foundation. The committee came to the conclusion that our 
investments are being managed appropriately for the current situation. We are limited in how we can 
invest, by our Bylaws—meaning that each investing church gets to decide how it invests its money 
through the CDCES.  
 
Nominations: The report approved at the annual meeting will go to the annual conference for election, 
and a motion was passed last month allowing current Board members to remain in their current 
positions through the end of June.  

 
Treasurer: Scott is in Washington, D.C. this week. 
 
Bookkeeper: We only have two active check signers right now, not including David. In June or July 
(when we have a new DS), David will ask for new signature cards.  Portfolio fees: we get assessed 
management fees, which David will take out of each of our four funds, but he will space out these 
withdrawals to balance with the audit costs that we are also withdrawing equally from our four funds. 



 

Pioneer has not yet cashed its December 2019 checks (they did cash their January check), but things 
have been rough there for a few months. 
 
District Superintendent: After next week, there is one more cabinet meeting in April, then a break in 
May for GC, then annual conference, and then Erin moves on! She gave a passionate witness to the 
amazing work we’ve done together—and that work is by no means finished yet. But we know from 
scripture and experience that God will be faithful to complete the work. 
 
April 25 will be a district party!! It will be at Rockwood Center, and the Lents Tongan Fellowship will be 
catering the food (YUM!). This will be a party in the scriptural tradition of Jesus parties, claiming our 
belief that God is alive and Christ is at work in us—no matter what happens at General Conference in 
May.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
We already dealt with the request from Portsmouth Union.  
 
Next Meeting: April 21, 2020, at the OR-ID conference office. We made an adjustment to the time to 
accommodate Erin’s schedule. The grants/loans committee will meet at 10:00, the investments 
committee will meet at 10:30, and the Board will meet at 11:00am.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:33 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Jaquith Bartlett 
CDCES Administrative Assistant/Secretary 

 


