
 

 
 

Columbia District Church Extension Society 
Special Called Meeting 

March 17, 2020       12:00 pm  
Via Zoom Videoconference 

 
Present: Laura Jaquith Bartlett, Norm Dyer, Ric Shewell, Funga Taufoou, Donna Ward, David White, 
Erin Martin, Trudy Pollard, Lydia Henry, Scott Overton (late), Joy Atkinson, Heather Riggs 
Absent: Randy Adams, Becca Farrester, DJ Antlitz, Sho Dozono 
 
Prayers: Ric asked us how we are doing….we invited each other to share news of how we’re coping 
with the coronavirus outbreak, especially with the challenges of isolation.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Laura explained the work-around we put in place to care for getting signatures on the four grant 
applications that we are considering today. Because in-person contact is very difficult, we were able to 
get emailed affirmations from each church’s administrative board chair and CDCES representative (or 
comparable positions), along with the pastor and the DS. Each has pledged to provide an actual 
signature on the application at some point in the future, when doing so is more realistic than in our 
current situation. 
 
Erin gave some context for the quickly changing landscape of the corona virus pandemic. She reported 
that conference/Area leadership are especially concerned with people who are already on the edge 
financially and emotionally, and are working to help us all “show up” for our communities—not just 
our internal systems. We already have connections through United Methodists who are in key 
positions to understand and access the need in the community. The hope is to use Vital Ministry Funds 
as seed money to try to kick-start some efforts so that the initial work can be magnified. We will be 
using the existing system (churches, communication, Columbia district navigation groups) to maximize 
our impact.  
 
Ric asked what questions need to be answered before we can act on these four grant applications. Ric 
reported that he and Erin met with representatives from the four churches (Fremont, Beaverton First, 
Gresham, and Oak Grove) to encourage them to go ahead and get started on purchasing 25 $50 
grocery gift cards. So these four churches have already started, and reports from those around the 
virtual “table” at this meeting indicate that other churches on the district are beginning to quickly 
mobilize around this effort. We also know that this is being mirrored in a variety of ways across the 
annual conference.  
 
Laura moved that we award Vital Ministry grants of $5000 each to Fremont, Beaverton First, Gresham, 
and Oak Grove UMCs for the grocery gift card initiative, for a total of $20,000. Seconded. 
 Passed. 
 



 

Discussion: how can we quickly distribute these checks? David will drop by Scott’s office after the 
meeting to get the checkbook, then he will take the check to Erin for a second signature, and then 
Scott will mail the checks this evening. Laura will double-check with the four church pastors to get the 
best addresses to receive the checks, and will get that information to Scott.  
 
Reporting requirements? We don’t need receipts but we do need data. How many cards purchased? 
How many cards distributed to which schools? We want a report of the overall effort, and how our 
$5000 contributed to that effort. Laura will include this in the cover letters, which will go out this 
afternoon to all four churches, via email.  
 
 
Next Meeting: April 21, 2020, at the OR-ID conference office. We made an adjustment to the time to 
accommodate Erin’s schedule. The grants/loans committee will meet at 10:00, the investments 
committee will meet at 10:30, and the Board will meet at 11:00am.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:50 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Jaquith Bartlett 
CDCES Administrative Assistant/Secretary 

 


