
 

 
 

Columbia District Church Extension Society 
April 21, 2020       12:00 pm  

Zoom Videoconference 
 
Present: Laura Jaquith Bartlett, Norm Dyer, Ric Shewell, Donna Ward, David White, Trudy Pollard, Lydia 
Henry, Scott Overton, Joy Atkinson 
 
Absent: Erin Martin, Randy Adams, Funga Taufoou, Becca Farrester, DJ Antlitz, Sho Dozono 
 
Prayers: Ric asked for prayer requests as we checked in with one another: Katie Atkinson (Joy’s niece) 
who graduated from Oregon State University this spring, and Joy’s brother, who is finally recovered 
from back surgery and returns to work at UPS on Monday! On April 10 Ruby Dyer was born in Long 
Beach, CA, and another Dyer great-grandchild is on the way! We pray for celebrations that are on hold, 
like graduations…and ordinations. Ric prayed for us all.  
 
March minutes: Donna moved to accept the minutes from the March 10 meeting as well as the special 
called March 17 meeting. Seconded. 
 Passed. 
 
Old Business  
 
Audit: Nothing new here, but we know that Gary McGee received our signed letter of agreement, 
although there has been no action yet.  
 
Parsonage inspections: Since the pandemic shut-down began, things have been more challenging. We 
have the OK to start the inspections process, we have the money, and we have the person who will do 
the inspections. We are waiting for Erin at this point, but Erin has had an overly full plate for the last 
month. We think it’s best to wait until the current restrictions are eased—which may mean that this 
will happen with our new DS.  
 
Woodlawn Redevelopment Fund: The Grants/Loans Committee is working on developing a new 
proposal for this money, but the committee’s agenda was full this month with lots of new grant 
applications, so the committee will work on the proposal as soon as possible. 
 
Tax-Exempt Status: Laura has our amended Articles of Incorporation ready to submit to the Secretary 
of State’s office, but is waiting for the $50 check (Scott will send it by courier to Laura with the other 
CDCES checks tomorrow). Next step is submitting the actual tax-exempt application, along with our 
newly amended documents, to GCFA. Now that our Bylaws direct that Board elections are done by the 
annual conference, we have a bit of a hiccup since annual conference has been postponed to 
September. A motion to deal with this issue is recorded under the Nominations report. 
 



 

Dennis Fund: We still need to determine if the Dennis Fund meets the requirements to be considered a 
true endowment fund. Scott has not done this yet because he needs access to the CDCES cabinet (in 
the conference center, which is currently closed) in order to do the research.  
 
REPORTS 
Grants/Loans Committee: There was brief discussion of Gresham’s grant application, which included 
activities for this summer that may not come to fruition because of the pandemic restrictions. The 
Committee recommends that we remind the church that we would expect the grant money to be 
returned if any of these particular grant programs get canceled.  
 
On behalf of the committee, Donna moved that we grant $9,718 to Gresham First UMC from the Vital 
Ministries Fund. Seconded.  
 Passed. 
 
There was discussion on the Trinity UMC grant request. They are asking for $14,284 from the CDCES 
fund, but there isn’t nearly that much money in that fund. We discussed whether we might switch this 
to a VMF grant—we felt we would need support from Erin to do that.  
 
On behalf of the committee, Donna moved that we grant $14,284 to Trinity UMC from the Vital 
Ministries Fund, pending approval from the district superintendent. (Update: Erin called into the 
meeting later, and offered her full support of using VMF monies for this grant.) 
 Passed.  
 
Oak Grove is asking for a VMF grant. Heather gave us some background: Storyline Community has been 
working with the IV Team to become a UMC new church start, but the IV team is not approving any 
new start funding this year. They meet in the Oak Grove building, and receive some funding from the 
ELCA. Storyline’s Annaliesa Hoesly would work directly with Oak Grove UMC, supported by the grant 
money, in order to continue with the community organizing that OGUMC and Storyline are working on 
together, especially around housing. We hit “pause” on this until hearing back from Erin. Update: Erin 
phoned in and explained her full support for this ministry. Scott: Do we need a Memorandum of 
Understanding to help negotiate two non-profits working together? Heather agreed to this.  
 
On behalf of the committee, Donna moved that we grant $14,400 to Oak Grove UMC from the Vital 
Ministries Fund, to be distributed in two checks: $8,400 today and $6,000 in January of 2021; with the 
stipulation that Oak Grove and Storyline enter into a Memorandum of Understanding for use of these 
funds.  
 Passed. 
 
Christ UMC is applying for a loan for roof repair. The committee discussed the fact that the loan 
application needs to be changed to reflect that it’s a ten-year loan, amortized over 30 years, with a 10-
year balloon payment. They also need a promissory note, but we will waive the title search because 
Christ UMC just had a title search for us two years ago. Ric updated us on the extensive work that is 
needed on the building, and the investigation process that has turned up these problems. He noted 
that the sooner the problems are addressed, the less expensive they will be to fix.  



 

On behalf of the committee, Donna moved that we loan $80,000 to Christ UMC for a ten-year loan, 
amortized over 30 years, with a balloon payment after 10 years, and an interest rate of 2.5%. There is a 
stipulation that the application form be updated/corrected before our next meeting, and the title 
search will be waived. 
 Passed. 
 
Norm received some information from the Northwest UM Foundation. A person who has a loan with 
the Foundation can make an application where they will only pay interest but no principle for a three-
month period. Norm asked if the Board might be interested in adopting this as part of our policy. Ric 
asked Norm to write this up and send it to the Grants/Loans committee.  
 
Treasurer: Portsmouth Union withdrew $100,000 from their account because they are ready to break 
ground on the affordable housing project! David speculates that buildings might start going up in 
September.  
 
We received a Rose G. Balcomb grant application from Great Spirit for $400 for drumsticks for their 
drumming ministry; this has been approved.  
 
Bookkeeper: David has set up two funds: the audit reserve and the parsonage inspection fund. David 
has a recap of how the church loan payments are going. Some payments are being delayed because of 
the closure of the conference office, which is where payments are mailed. So now we have to wait for 
mail to be forwarded to the conference treasurer, who then forwards CDCES checks to Laura to be 
logged, then Laura sends them on to David. There was some discussion about West Portland’s erratic 
pattern of loan payment. Scott proposed that any time a church gets 60 days behind in payments, 
Scott will write a letter.  
 
Investment Committee: The committee met today and got the news from Greg that everything has lost 
value! But we’ve kept our investments in as good a shape as is possible. Greg’s printed market report 
will be included with the Investment Committee minutes (which will be posted on our webpage). The 
committee believes that Greg is doing as well as anyone could be doing in this situation—our 
investments are doing about twice as well as the market itself is doing.  
 
Nominations: Norm moved that the current directors remain in their positions until the annual 
conference elects a new board. Seconded. 
 Passed 
 
District Superintendent: Erin was at a Cabinet meeting, although she was able to call in to answer 
questions for about five minutes. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None. 
 



 

Next Meeting: May 19, 2020, at the OR-ID conference office or via Zoom. The Investments 
Committee and the Grants/Loans Committee will each meet at 11:30am, ahead of the Board 
meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Jaquith Bartlett 
CDCES Administrative Assistant/Secretary 

 


