
 

 
 

Columbia District Church Extension Society 
May 19, 2020       12:00 pm  

Zoom Videoconference 
 
Present: Laura Jaquith Bartlett, Norm Dyer, Ric Shewell, Donna Ward, David White, Lydia Henry, Scott 
Overton, Joy Atkinson, Erin Martin, Randy Adams, Funga Taufoou, Sho Dozono, Heather Riggs 
 
Absent: Trudy Pollard, Becca Farrester, DJ Antlitz 
 
Prayers: Ric opened with prayer and check-in.  
 
April minutes: Joy moved that the April 21, 2020, minutes be approved as submitted. Seconded. 
 Passed. 
  
Old Business  
 
Audit: David got an email from Gary McGee last week, so the process is starting for the 2019 financial 
review.  
 
Parsonage inspections: Erin would like us to move forward as best we can at this point. She and Larry 
Burbidge have arranged to reach out to the pastors and Trustee chairs of the first round of churches 
(Great Spirit, Fremont, St. Paul’s, Lincoln Street…still working on Faith). Erin has started the process but 
hasn’t heard back from Larry yet. Ric will help in connecting with Larry.  We noted that Hermiston 
really wants to be part of the project, and had been on our original list. Consensus: we’ll do six 
parsonages this year, and if we need to adjust the budget, we will (even if it means doing only four 
next year).  
 
Woodlawn Redevelopment Fund: The grants/loans committee has been tasked with shepherding the 
current fund into a new grant fund for developing Black leaders. We didn’t have Trudy with us in the 
committee meeting today, so we decided to table this until the next meeting. Ric asked Donna that the 
committee prioritize this work. 
 
Tax-Exempt Status: Laura reported that we now have a letter from the General Council on Finance and 
Administration, confirming that the CDCES is included in the GCFA’s group tax exempt ruling for the 
United Methodist Church! That letter, along with the IRS documentation supporting the GCFA’s group 
ruling, is now in the CDCES digital files. Scott will investigate how to list us with the state as a tax-
exempt organization. 
 
Dennis Fund: research on this fund continues to be deferred until we have access to paper files in the 
conference office. 
 
 



 

REPORTS 
Grants/Loans Committee: Donna reported that we have the application from Gresham UMC for their 
door prize grant, which they won at the Annual Meeting. The check will be written today, for $500 to 
Gresham UMC from CDCES grant funds. 
 
There was considerable discussion about adjusting our loan policy to allow for some grace for a church 
to stop payments on the principle of its loan for up to three months, if the church finds itself in a tight 
financial situation (for example, a world-wide pandemic). The loans committee brought forth a 
proposal; after some group editing, the final proposal was presented for a vote: To add a Section H to 
the “Statement of Loan Policy” in Heading III (SPECIFIC GUILDELINES AND CRITERIA FOR LOAN 
FUNDING): If a church with a loan has temporary financial difficulties, the church may apply to the 
CDCES for a 90-day period where loan interest is paid, only, which would extend the length of the loan. 
 Passed. 
 
Discussion then turned to the CDCES Askings. The grants/loans committee would like to include the 
question, “Are you up-to-date on your Askings?” on the Vital Ministry Fund application. However, the 
committee would like input from the DS about whether or not this would be a requirement for 
receiving money. Current practice for other grants/loans is that paying Askings is an issue we want to 
raise, but is not necessarily a requirement, especially for the VMF applications. Erin is very much in 
favor of not making this a requirement, so we are in agreement.  
 
It was noted that the Oak Grove UMC has submitted its Memorandum of Understanding guiding the 
grant partnership with StoryLine Community. The MOU is filed with the original grant application. 
 
Fremont UMC submitted a report on its grant from September 2019, for new chairs and support for a 
communications associate. That report will be distributed to Board members with these minutes. 
 
Treasurer: Pioneer UMC requested a $4000 withdrawal from its investments to cover income shortfall 
resulting from the fact that the Montessori School that rents space in the building is closed due to the 
pandemic; that check will be written today.   
 
Scott clarified that checks will be written only once a month unless there’s an emergency. 
 
Investment Committee: Sherrie Atherley met with the investments committee today. Norm reported 
that the market is very volatile (no big surprise!). It’s still hard to say if recovery will be quick or very 
gradual. Norm is still planning to meet with Hughes Memorial UMC, once that can happen in person. 
Ric, Funga, and David each said they would be interested in joining Norm on the visit (along with Greg 
or Sherrie). 
 
Bookkeeper: David noted that the introductory text for the Vital Ministries Fund grant application 
indicates that the Board is required to vote when new property funds are available, in order to add 
those to the VMF, but this has not been done. 
 



 

David moved that monies received from all property sales, dating back to 2014, be added to the Vital 
Ministry Fund. Seconded.  
 Passed. 
 
David moved to amend the Vital Ministry Fund policy to state that future property sales in the 
Columbia District will be added to the Vital Ministry Fund. Seconded. 
 Passed. 
 
David noted that there are 38 churches on the district that are asked to give to the CDCES (12 are up-
to-date, which is only 32%). 
 
David briefly noted the financial reports, that were included with the agenda for this meeting. There is 
some confusion about West Portland’s loan payments. We clarified that David is to be the only contact 
with the church, so that we’re not having “competing communications.” 
 
Nominations:  
Ric and Laura will work on this together, so that we can make sure that we have all our positions filled, 
and we are able to get clarity on the actual roles of our directors (in particular, the president and vice-
president). 
 
District Superintendent: Erin reported briefly on her work (along with others) with the bishop to guide 
our response to the COVID-19, which has taken up a great deal of time and energy and resources over 
the past two months.  
 
There was lots of appreciation for Erin and her amazing work with us!! Erin charged us to continue with 
our mission-oriented vision.  
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Lydia has heard a request for help for churches who are needing to purchase disinfecting supplies as 
they work on re-opening buildings. There was discussion about an effective way that CDCES might be 
able to address this need.  Laura was directed to send an email to each district church with two 
messages: a note about our new loan policy, and a reminder that we have grant monies available that 
could be used for purchasing disinfecting supplies. Laura will offer a draft of the email to the Board for 
comment before sending it to the churches. 
 
There was discussion about our summer meeting schedule. The decision was to change our June 
meeting date to June 30, which would serve as a single meeting for both June and July. The next 
meeting after that would be our regular third Tuesday in August. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:30pm.  
 
Next Meeting: June 30, 2020, at noon via Zoom. The Investments Committee and the Grants/Loans 
Committee will each meet at 11:30am, ahead of the Board meeting. 



 

Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Jaquith Bartlett 
CDCES Administrative Assistant/Secretary 

 


