
Columbia District Church Extension Society 
June 30, 2020       12:00 pm  

Zoom Videoconference 

Present: Laura Jaquith Bartlett, Norm Dyer, Ric Shewell, Donna Ward, David White, Lydia Henry, Scott 
Overton, Randy Adams, Sho Dozono, Heather Riggs, Trudy Pollard, Funga Taufoou 

Absent: Becca Farrester, DJ Antlitz, Joy Atkinson 

Prayers:  Prayers of thanksgiving for healing for Donna’s son in Guatemala, and for the life of Judi Day, 
who died on Sunday. One of the last “old members” at Woodlawn, Shirley Thomas, died recently. Ric 
opened us with prayer.  

May minutes: Norm moved that the May 19, 2020, minutes be approved as submitted. Seconded. 
Passed. 

Old Business 

Audit: Norm hasn’t received any word from Gary McGee, but David reported that Gary has asked him 
to submit the 2019 records, which he did on June 8. So the review is in process.  

Parsonage inspections: Ric offered a summary of our plans for Tim’s benefit, as he comes on board as 
our DS. We have agreed to release some of our money to pay for professional home inspections for 
district parsonages. We are working with Larry Burbidge, the chair of the district Building and Location 
Committee.  Larry has run into a problem in contacting folks, because church offices are not open right 
now. Laura can provide this information, including the physical address for each parsonage. Tim 
affirmed that the district needs to do a better job of holding churches accountable for caring for their 
parsonage.  

Woodlawn Redevelopment Fund: The Grants/Loans Committee discussed this today, and agreed to 
empower Ric to meet with Cynthia MacLeod (Fremont UMC, incoming Columbia District lay leader) to 
nail down a proposal for reworking the purpose of this fund. The committee is particularly interested in 
supporting the development of POC leadership.  

Dennis Fund: research on this fund continues to be deferred until we have access to paper files in the 
conference office. 

REPORTS 

Grants/Loans Committee: 



 

Great Spirit: On behalf of the committee, Donna moved that the Board award a $15,000 VMF grant to 
Great Spirit UMC to support a program manager for their kitchen remodel project as they move 
forward with new and expanded ministries to the Native American community. 
 
Laura will specify in the cover letter that this is a one-time grant for the entire project (since the 
project timeline spans three years; we want to be clear that we will not give $15,000 each year). 
 Passed. 
 
Parkrose: This is a huge application (totally about $35,000) for a variety of projects—all of which are 
very exciting! The committee is recommending that we award a $20,000 grant now and encourage 
Parkrose to report to us toward the end of the calendar year and then potentially submit a new 
application for the rest of their project needs. We would also separate out the covid cleaning supplies 
and fund that out of CDCES grant monies.  
 
On behalf of the grants committee, Donna moved that the Board award a $2,000 CDCES grant to 
Parkrose UMC, to cover covid-related cleaning/disinfecting supplies. 
 Passed. 
 
On behalf of the grants committee, Donna moved that the Board award a $20,000 VMF grant to 
Parkrose UMC for renovations and revitalization ministry work. 
 Passed. 
 
(Note: this will be one check to Parkrose UMC for $22,000; David will transfer the monies from the 
correct funds to cover the two grants.) 
 
Treasurer:  
Scott noted a request from Portsmouth Union to withdraw $20,000 from their funds to work on their 
housing project.  
 
We received a Brotherhood Mutual invoice for our yearly premium for $1353. Scott will write the 
check and send it to Laura, along with the other checks from today’s meeting, to be mailed out. 
 
We need to make some adjustment to our check signers, because we have three vacancies. David 
proposes that we add to the list of authorized signers Ric Shewell, Tim Overton-Harris, and Heather 
Riggs. The Board agreed. David will submit the change request to Sherrie Atherly  at Wells Fargo.  
 
Investment Committee:  
Norm reported that Greg Dufault has a new grandchild! Market status: the big question is the shape of 
the recovery curve. Of course, Greg doesn’t have an answer and no one else does, either. Greg did say 
that the economy is actually still doing reasonably well. Interest rates are low. Norm reports that they 
are going to try to meet with Hughes Memorial (one of our invested churches) via Zoom. 
 
 
 



 

Bookkeeper:  
David made a formatting change to the finance reports. Equity went up $33,000 for the month, but we 
still have a year-to-date loss. Other funds are ahead. Church loan payments: they are still a little 
uneven due to the mail situation at the conference office, but David will follow up on the ones that are 
uncertain.  
 
Nominations:  
Ric reported that our Board membership is basically set. We believe that our new members will be 
officially elected by the annual conference on September 16.  
 
District Superintendent:  
Tim reported that he is ready to get on board! He hasn’t had much opportunity to talk with Erin yet, 
but he is planning to get up-to-speed as soon as possible. He welcomes CDCES members to contact him 
if they have any questions for him.  Ric encouraged Tim to work with churches to set their vision and 
allow us to help fund it! 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:06 pm.  
 
Next Meeting: August 18, 2020, at noon via Zoom. The Investments Committee and the 
Grants/Loans Committee will each meet at 11:30am, ahead of the Board meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Jaquith Bartlett 
CDCES Administrative Assistant/Secretary 

 


