
 

 
 

Columbia District Church Extension Society 
August 18, 2020       12:00 pm  

Zoom Videoconference 
 
Present: Laura Jaquith Bartlett, Norm Dyer, Ric Shewell, Donna Ward, David White, Lydia Henry, Scott 
Overton, Tim Overton-Harris, Randy Adams, Funga Taufoou, Heather Riggs 
 
Absent: Trudy Pollard, Becca Farrester, DJ Antlitz, Joy Atkinson, Sho Dozono 
 
Prayers: Ric noted that he misses driving to a meeting, because it provides some preparation and focus 
time! Laura lifted up two friends needing prayers for healing; Funga lifted up a church member who 
was in a very serious accident last week; grief over the sudden death of Bishop John Yambasu in Sierra 
Leone. Ric prayed for us.  
 
June minutes:  David moved that the June 30, 2020, minutes be approved as submitted. Seconded. 
 Passed. 
  
OLD BUSINESS 
Audit: Norm reported that Gary McGee somehow didn’t end up with a copy of our agreement letter, so 
that was re-sent. David and Gary have been in conversation, so things are proceeding with our 2019 
review.  
 
Parsonage inspections: Larry Burbidge has the list of churches and parsonages with contact 
information, but Larry wanted to be in conversation with Tim (as new DS) before moving forward. That 
happened last week, so Larry will be starting to contact the churches (Hermiston, Fremont, St. Paul’s 
Faith, Lincoln Street, Great Spirit) now.  
 
Woodlawn Redevelopment Fund: Ric has had an initial chat with Cynthia MacLeod. Ric then spoke with 
Tim, whose recommendation is to leave the fund description as it is for now. As grant requests come 
in, the Board would determine whether or not the request might be in line with the intent of the fund. 
We had some discussion about whether or not the current fund description is too restrictive. David 
suggested added a policy addendum, that would open up the possibilities a bit more. Ric will take the 
current policy to Cynthia and work with her to propose amendments.  
 
Dennis Fund: research on this fund continues to be deferred until we have access to paper files in the 
conference office. 
 
REPORTS 
 
Grants/Loans Committee:  
Portsmouth Union Church has submitted a loan request for $400,000, to help them bridge the gap 
between the current expenses of finishing off the housing project, and the future, when rental income 



 

will kick in. They do plan on paying off this loan in ten years. The loan application was submitted late, 
but that gives us a chance to propose some changes, with the final request to be voted on in 
September. The committee suggests that we offer a $400,000 loan amortized for 30 years at 2.5%, 
with the balance of the loan coming due at 10 years. Ric noted that these are the same terms that 
Christ UMC had for both its loans. The committee recommends that we write the check to the church, 
which can then move the funds to Belltower (the LLC set up to manage the financial/legal aspects of 
the housing project). David sketched out some ideas for how we could come up with the liquid monies 
to fund the loan, which he believes we can do by our September meeting date. David will let Sherrie 
and Greg know about the possibility of the loan coming up, so that Wells Fargo is ready for our 
request. Ric asked about the title search and the trust deed filed with the county. Scott explained that 
the trust deed puts us in line for liquidation (if something goes awry, we would be first in line with the 
other creditors). It’s up to the church to take care of these two pieces. Laura will contact Jules in 
writing with the “counter-offer” on the loan (including the two logistical pieces and the fact that the 
check would be made out to PUC); David will write up the amortization schedule, then Ric will follow-
up with a phone call with Jules.  
 
Lents Tongan Fellowship: The church is asking for a $10,000 grant to cover the cost of a new roof on 
the church parsonage. They are planning to do the work this month, if they can get the money. The 
cost of the project is $16,000, but the church will raise the balance. The CDCES grant fund only has 
about $6000 in it. David proposes that $5000 come from the CDCES grant fund, plus $2000 from the 
Dennis Fund, and asked Tim about putting in $3000 from the Vital Ministry Fund. Tim noted that, 
because this is an ethnic minority congregation, he is in favor of granting $3000 from the VMF. Norm 
remembered the horrific condition of the Lents property when the Tongan Fellowship took it over. The 
congregation has done amazing work on improving the buildings since then, largely under their own 
power. There was further discussion about the best way to fund the grant. 
 
Norm moved that we approve and fund this grant request with $2000 from the Dennis Fund and $8000 
from VMF for the Lents Tongan Fellowship. Seconded. 
 Passed.  
 
Heather suggested that we may want to explore implementing digital signatures on our applications. 
 
Treasurer: Scott reported that we have finished updating our check signing permissions (as of now, our 
check signers are Ric Shewell, Tim Overton-Harris, Heather Riggs, David White, Donna Ward, and Scott 
Overton). For today’s checks, Ric will drive out to St. John’s to sign checks at Scott’s office. Metanoia 
has requested a $20,000 withdrawal from their Common Cup fund, which is being processed today.  
 
Investment Committee: Sherrie Atherley sat in for Greg Dufault today. The recovery of the market 
seems to be well underway. Tim noted a tremendous concern about what happens when the 
pandemic is “over” and the moratorium is lifted on evictions, utility shut-offs, etc.—he believes there 
will be a tsunami of poverty, which will surely impact the economy.  
 



 

Bookkeeper: Most of our accounts have done well; Equity is basically at a break-even point, but the 
rest of the accounts are actually ahead of where we were before the market adjustment. All our church 
loan repayments are current (except for West Portland; David will be in touch with them).  
  
Nominations: Ric reported that nothing has changed in this arena! 
 
District Superintendent: Tim met with Ric about the history and current work of the CDCES. Tim has 
some questions for the Board at some point, and he also needs clarity about the limits of each fund—
but these questions can wait a bit. He also would like some input about the Board’s vision and 
reflections about the Vital Ministry Fund. Tim believes we need to be more about funding ministry and 
less about money management.  
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Tim has been in contact with a few churches who may be moving ahead with applications in the near 
future.  
 
How does the CDCES grant fund grow? Thirty percent of the loan fund interest gets funneled into the 
Society’s grant fund. It is within the power of the Board to look at this system, and make changes if we 
want the grant fund to grow more quickly. Ric is interested in pursuing different strategies for growing 
our CDCES grant fund; he and Tim will talk. 
 
How do our investing churches have the information they need about their financial assets that we 
manage? A question came up from Pioneer recently; is this a sign that we need to do our reporting 
differently? Ric has talked with Tim about the issue of communicating with our churches, and they 
have some ideas.  
 
Tim suggested that we consider using our Askings to fund the CDCES grant, and use our earnings to 
fund the operating budget.  
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:17pm.  
 
Next Meeting: September 15, 2020, at noon via Zoom. The Investments Committee and the 
Grants/Loans Committee will each meet at 11:30am, ahead of the Board meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Jaquith Bartlett 
CDCES Administrative Assistant/Secretary 

 


